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By DONNA ESPY
Staff Writer
After an all-day hearing Thurs-
day in"the Cobb Superior
courtroom of Judge Ddrothy A.
Robinson, attorneys for the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Uhion 'and
STRAIGHT In¢: reached a joint
agreement which ipcludes for-
mation of an ingependent commit-
tee to study procedures at: the
Cobb drug rehabilitation center.

A suit filed last week hy ACLU
claimed STRAIGHT was holding

five area teenagers against their -

will.. ACLU attorney Kathleen
Wilde med five writs of habeas
corpus —
bodies’’ -~ on behalf, of Travis
B of Dunwoody, 18: Bill
I 1o address given, 18

~orders to produce the .

atten and Kathy I

both of Marietta and both 17, and '
of Spartanburg,, B

Janice
S.C., also 17.
ACLU state executwe director .

Gene Guerrero.read the joint B

slatement reached late in the af-
ternoon, saying, “‘The parties
have agreect on a process to re- .
view and then resolve the con- :
cerns that they, parents or clients .
may have about STRAIGHT Inc, -

This -process includes the nomi- @

nation of an independent commiit-
tee to confirm the adequacy of the .
admission; treatment and dis-
charge procedures utilized in the
program, in general and. in re-
spect to .the remaining habeas
corpus petitions.

See ACLU, Page 5A
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(we teenagers named in the suit-but

denied op!
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nity. &
f on the basigof

htarily.. He told: *

eral oiq
| claiming he

what was told fo me,"” Mg, Wilde told
the jydeo_admitting she did not talk

with or ‘his parents and then
" withdrawipg the petition and dismiss-
ing tils case, -

Leaving the courtroom, -saxd
he *pretty angry".about the proceed-
ings.

" The case-of Ja.mm was also
thrown ougwhen ST [ attorney
quert (}r‘ son of Marietta fald the
coprt- Ms. Brock was. in Florida and
not \mder th& control of STRAIGHT.
Judge - Robinsgn“‘closed” the
“gourtroom proceedilips after Grayson
filed & retuest to thé confiden-
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STRAIGHT To Study Treatn

tiality-of thase minory who rmgm have
to testify about theift. involyement in
the non-profit drug rehabilitation pro-
gram. :

After a steady strelim of witnesses,
including parents of jthose named in
the suit and teens whp were formerly
involved in STRAIGHT, attorneys for
both sides went behind closed doors to
haminer dul an agreqment

“The parties shiate a’desire that
children ‘with drug: pkobleéms receive
appropriate! care and. treatmeni, if
their  individual "needs require such
services,” the joint statement read.
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iprogram in Cobb and
seipal 4t J.J. Daniell
2 mgortbeas: Cobb, was
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day but kep: in contact with his at-
terney throu&'f\out the proceedings
from the STRAIGHT facility.”

Tilley said this morning he spent
most of Thursday with DHR officials
working to resolve the licensing ques-
tign;- He said agency’ officials visited
t}le facility and woyld-be back today to
complete licensing procedures.

‘(The DHR) ‘indicatéd Thursday
ve‘éwould receive our license,'” Tilley
said today. ‘‘They said there were no
pruhléx?ns in proceeding wnb the

sed  the judge dismissed -
 cases because it wgs obvious
the ACLU had no contact with e:ther
client or the parents of either client,”
Tiiley said.

He added he would be involved in
orgattizing the independent committee
to study STRAIGHT as well as ACLU

- ‘and other ifivolved parties.

T feel the issue will be resolved to
our benefit,” Tilley said. )

Several teens and parents mvolved
in Thursday’s ‘hearing said the
STRAIGHT. program has worked in
freeing them or their children from
their drug habits, but many questioned
the procedures used and possible emo-
tional mistreatment clients undergo
during their stay at STRAIGHT,
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