-] meé n groom.

ome pare nis eom—plam
almuﬁhe!ng&lred -after rushing -
hometrom work {o-grab e quick.

|- dinnigr-=if they had thiat much

l l

timé—before driving 30 or 45

| minutes to Mt. Repose. Finding

| suppertive, new friends- there,.
parents-exchange hurried -
stories-about-thel -emmpen%

gress, or lack of

* The “rap” leaders ca.ll for
~newcomers to introduce them-.

selves.-Each introduction Tol-’

“Jows the same format: Te

. “Mmameis .Jam, years

" old. The drugs Tve taken are .

I've been in the program for .

days.Iam adruggie.”

-Then, each youth mentkms
snmetﬁiﬁg a?Bout his or her

] ——P—ﬁﬁﬁs—lalmml}}—&uend——vm: -
. TEEtiDg, v tle._some Bk

even after™

pawms and youths—to hear,.

| Somretimes for the first time,

1 that drugs led their child to be-
] come A prostitute, have a

oaexual rel:ationshlp or

. myjammwkedr—wm ey-—
stand before nearly 500 other

ymmnm h
ct-facﬂréou &§§ secrets of
their drug-ridden lifestyles,
others become tearful. In be-
tween newcomers, those who
have been in the program long-
er face the crowd and talk
ahout changes in their lives.

Then the parents tell the

'ﬁ 'P!H:‘. meet.!ng room,
: ‘tace

] ma es=e£—¥
sters who will ta.lk to their par-

' &i&fh, get responsibilities for the

TiExt week, be promoted to &

| higher phase or return home
Jom.he first time. smsmmmg
A gru‘nr"? BINOUE

em the yn\mns, who, in untson,
Joudly call out the name of
ehch ynungster_wnnhas earned
aprlvﬂege

| pm. ‘ror parents to'enter, the

yopths belt out what has' be-

com®-their theme, ‘I Am,

Straight,” sung to the tune () "I
Am Woman,”

~Opening the session, the
| director-asks that “what yousee

" a&fid hear remsins here.” Two

junior staff members sit on tall

'steols between the youths and

~ group what_Iife with a~
“druggie” was ke,

T WE THOUGHT, ‘He's just ex-

- -perimenting; 1t's the nermal
adolescent thing to do,’ " says &
mothdr as her-husband nerv-

. Q‘mg"’ ously $nuffies nis feet, clasped

and unclasped his hands.

The family became strained
and abnormal, the father says.
“I'm frustrated. I'm angry with_

on._I'm_irritated with-my. -

ua\

" wife. I'm startﬂmg to wonder
at was ng between
us,” he says.
The father says he had
doubbs ahout pumng his mn tn

the son was t‘.nere

When the son ran awsay, he
says, “I felt maybe it's my fault.
Maybe I should be more com-

mitted.”

THEY B THEIR souls be-
cause eaghif@rent in the room.-
had similar problems dealing
with drug-dependent children.
When the couple sit down, the
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heartbreaking eomrersations

Youths at Sfrangpt drrug treament center support each other followlng a meetmg .

applanse 1s louﬂ and sustalned

across the crowded room.

: a.nd résisted change One says
- shels "really hurt angd disap-
n B

CRER

A couple stands, mnuj;m : T e
—«Iamaﬁﬂ:ar—w-i%e—-gnppmg hem’he' says,
i oD e 1

_Amgemm
got to pull yourself up-by your

permmed ehildren is, “Love
you, Mom, Love you, D Dad.”
At times, tile discourse is joy-
ful enongh 1o elicn a.p@ause
a 1e T

microp: 01’16 spasse on.

~ 1 FEEL G’G’OT)“EEOWBE

”

and a thief.” -

u've

own bootstraps.”-He 52ys Says.
the son can return nome drug-
.._free,or not at all.

Two mothers
ed that their children have

-—gdisobeyed the program rules

] other -sa:y
her son, "beca.use there’&am;f-ﬂhﬂﬂmn h&‘l&eamedmvllesg
nrO! are.

house aymore and t.hat;sa , liar__ told In the open-meeting.-

Eyo

“continues ln t.he program, and _

m Pwmcx REDDY

P
Stralght. |
When R} youngster earns the
“right™ t-home-again; he |

- cﬂng:&kﬂm&ﬂ:temmu’ve -

=A% the end m the meeting,

QUIETLY "AND tearfully, the
children tell their mothers they
love them—and sit down.

When chndran shout el

% T

ents stand to speak, the audi-
ence erupis w t
plause. .

eafeningap-

don’t Imow if_their .

or promotions until th

smiles cross the faces of par-
ents as they take the micro-
phone to offer congratulations.
The most touching moment
comes when a child shouts,
*Coming home,” and dashes
__arross-the room to hug his par-
ents, from whom he or she has
been separated since entering

par-__ Bé opened. Bhits whose chll- |
dren have earned “talk” privi-
the cﬁﬁaren ;ﬁ be

Teges walt for

parents—join—hands-and- {eelte—
the Lord’s Prayer.

THEN, MOST of the parents
form lines in the back of the
_room, waiting for thé doors to

brought to them.

_.This is a time for children to
_1alk and parents to listen. Sons
and caughiers-make amends,
—confess troubling gu )
- lles and problems and and-
apologize.
As those parents listening to
their children, the doors open
. for the rest of the parents fo
leave. As they walk out, the
children remaining in the
group sing, “I'm onr My Way.* - -
Next: Not for everyone,
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