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h Tho Ohlo Burea.u of Drug Abuse last

{ ' the drug rehabdbllitation program oper-
* ating near Mllford, of charges of abuse

, Clents,
‘'t  The report Is thc result ot an tnvestl-
gation conducted In May at the request
of the American Civil Liberties Uruon
. chap!er in Ctnclnnau - e

Stralght originated In Florldn and
+  has operated in Clermont County since
~=- the first of this year. It is a rigidly

week cleared Straight Incorporated,

of authorlty and abuse o( teenage_

been thrown in the water. I wun

Scwers md people would care rnore." -
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Straigm 0; abuse charge

ltructured program l’or young people
designed to change a life style which
leans on drug dependence. Clients are
in residence during the course of the
program, living in a strictly guarded
style, with intense counseu.ng and peer
pressures.

There has asppeared to be little
middlie ground in judgment of the
program. People, facluding cllents, are
either all for the operauon or all
against it, .

Stewart Bell, dlrec!or ot the Ohlo
Bureau of Drug Abuse, sald that he
and two other {nvestigators inter-
viewed seven staff members, six cu-
ents, and 14 parents. They also studied

(Continued on page 20) :
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Invesz‘lgators clear Straight 5>

(Contlnued from page 1)

13 client files, chosen at random from
Stralght records. They studied the
written ruies and signed consent of
clients and parents contalned (n the
files, historiea of drug use, personal
and medical backgrounds, reports of
physical examinations, and notes
about the progress of the cllents. All of
these records, Bel reported, are kept
in cllent (iles.

He and his fellow Investigators found
fault only with the lack of a written
grievance procedure.

In his conclusion, Bell said, “ln my
opinion, the program is a functional,
legitimate program.’” He said, "‘Ad-
mittedly, the style of the operation of
this program s quite demanding and
therefore bound to cause controversy
to those used to more conventional
treatment modalitlés, However,

THVest(ZAGE Geamicould (B & onl

‘evidence of tolal professionallsm
¢oncernt for the cilents by the staify’
He xtsv sald that the complafnts 3n
‘which ACLU had based its request for
an tnvestigation provided anly clrcum-
stantlal Rearsay evid-nce,

Bell al!izo 3iild that the [inal raport
was in directl variance with whal he

had anticipated filing &hen he entered
the case.

*“I am very much baslcally against
that type of program on a personal
level, so I was looking for a bone to
plck,’” Bell sald. He sald, however, that
the team found no abuse of clients and
no lncons!stancles of policles. He said
of the highly structured program,’” 'l
don't say it's right or wrong. I'm
merely saying It's effeclive for the
people that’s there.”

ACLU had recelved complaints prior
to asking for the Investigation, and
Margie Robertson of ACLU sald that
additional complalints have been re-
celved since. The complaints, she said,
accuse Strajght of verbal abuse and
other tactics designed to destroy the
young person’s self esteem and allege
that clients are not permitted to leave
the center when they wish,

Ruth Ann Newton, director o{
Straight in Mliford, sald, *'I hope this
putls some of the complaints to rest.”’

St. Petersburg, Flocida, is the home
base of Stralght [ncorporated. The
branch at M. Repose, east of Millord,
[s the (irst to be established undcr
Straizht op=2ration. Whan ! was
opened, 33 youngz people ‘rom the
Cincinnatll area were transfer-ed rom
Fianda.
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