Teen tells first ladies
of her drug nightmare
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_**I remember stealing & wal-
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emotional appearance before an

“{nternation
old Walnut Hills High School

- Reagan and 17 other first ladies
Wednesday about her bout ‘with
drigs. ©

~ PRobin was the only young-
_ster picked 1o glve testimony at
‘The First Ladies Conferénce on
Drug Abuse, the biggest event
Mrs. Reagan has staged dp her

-—prigade sgainstarugs: o T
In her presentation, Robin
r-~~~-said»»ma@awnemne«smned-usmg. e

drugs she begen skippingscho
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. d.they came,” she sald.
1 remember feeling ashamed

steal something,” —
Robin also told the group
about anoverdase m@ﬂ et

“Wwhen 1 got to the hospital
and my parents came, I felt so
afraid and ashamed,” she said. " |
“My mom was holding my hand
and-I1 kept thinking ‘Oh,-God,
don’t let me wake up’because 1

__ean’t stand 1o see her face
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__overdosed.” ' .
Robin entered the Sifaight
ﬂfwegf&m—}ﬂ—kbm&r‘y“}g%” i
_ and graduated in 1984, The'’|
mmﬂy—orienﬁeﬂ' “Tehapiitation |
__program operates in Milford. -9
«] prayed so many times and
- plamed things on God, on my
parents and on my teachers,”
Robin said:“It never dawned on
me that it was my fault or that
it was.because of drugs.” k
Rugenia Febres-Cofdero of
Ec‘uﬁon_cgmmm‘
for “being sO courageous” and
said she was not ashamed to
:;,Iatks,hnntn_bgi-‘,
countsy. . _
Robjin flew to Washington
. Tuesday morning with Jerry
. Rushing, director of Straight
Inc., and returned to Cincinnati
following her testimony. She
was back in classes today.
* o] ried .while I was talking:
about my experience with.
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——grugs;~Robin said thismorning: |
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O eiaan from Jar =
| “When I finished my speech,
... woman from Canada came up
" and said, ‘Please don’t cry, you

- —make everybody-Cry"—————=—¢
— - -Tne Walnut Hills eleventh-
grader said her mother was.very
excited about the trip-to Wash-

- ington and very p ud. - .
7 was.e. i ‘éﬁg@ﬁm}_nf—
: dies.came up to talk-to me |

and thanked me for my speech.
b ‘I;’h&y%&ugged ] »giﬁ?—B.obl-nasamﬁ
e had lungh In the ‘White |
House and then I got to see i

ught-the conference |
eresting.” —- I
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Robin: first. met Mrs. Reagan |
when the First Lady visited
Straight Inc. last September.
_Mrts. Reagan inviied Robin to
ccm;lp_a;ny_her, to_Indiana the |
owing day-to speak 1o junior
 high school students about the |
narmiful effects of drug and
_alcohol abuse.
- ~¥#s. Reagan and 17 .other |
=175t Iadies traveled 10 1

foday for the last day of the |

" In opening the White House |
-sesslon, Mrs. Rengan saild, |
- HDEES rip right through the |
~——mora] Tber Off OUrcountries” —|
= ‘But-when she was asked
" _about a 40 percent budget cut [
her husband is propesing for
federal funding for drug abuse
prograims, Mrs. Reagan sald,
“Pm speaking mother to mother
today. I don’t get into the other.”
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