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tion program in Clermont.County, K Graduate defends
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S m anemnau chepter ot the»
~=American Civil-Liberties- ﬁnﬁrr,f-mr Sight

‘which is investigating the com- . _haragsed hr and tmea.tenedhem o
S maotmﬂnlewietl%wtﬂrcourt -action-Hf-she didn't{—
smm:w&imwamm

5 AITE S8 she t v

slx-our lnterq
v\ew but was at.opped by a sum

. Abule md aaked tor an lnvest.ln-_ -againsta wall, g
_ Honof m:dpm which treats’ = Because of the threats and
‘peopleag pressurgs she signed herself"into | .-

- HE SAID the ACLU has recelv- wast >
- ed four complaints about Straight for con;flgpitu%a;ﬁeume -
. —one from an’ 18-70&!"1)16 girl lpa.te in “rap sessions,” _;
}hn%tnd she escaped after eight - m wmcn clients would stand upy| -~
ays in-Straight; a second from one gt a time and confess past
Thomaa BN the father of 8  pehavior. Between confesslom—. -

-teen-age boy NOw in the program, > %  ono
a familymemberol s e grol puld sing songs

= Hme‘ +__-CLIENTS WERE allowed to g .
nefamnmmtht.heprogmm _ ‘only at specif!

* In general, the -complaints 1€ slti, -along. with other

~ charge that Straight ﬂle@l_gx cllents-tn-the.t , phase of treat-

'_coerces teen-ggrs 1nto slgnlng T Went, Were_uccon on-

| themselves Into B - -
~cepts clients wl  do not have

.serious. drug pro| iems.uses treat-
ment techniques which m —toopsamd-go-with-themevery=-]

- violate the clients’ etvil rights and whm —even to the bathroom, she |

employs bra.lnwashing methods -

= similar to_those. mmm_v_’rsm was§ mmit&(r;:;;m& :
~religious cults. th the outside world. She had

“At this point, we don't. know N0 access 1o television, reading | —
. how much truth there 1§to these- mat.ermromlephones she said.

comple ts" said Allen Brown, _~ After-spending 12 hours at.the].
sel. “You have mclmy. she would sta.y a.t. the

Yo realiz people e
ct with thelr parents.” - — ents 48 pmﬂhemm:y'stoxwr N
____»§Lewart Bell, chief of the ORIG [OTIE Prograny:
~ Bureau of Drug Abuse, failed to She said she escaped after| -
___return. The Enqulrer‘s telephone _ eight days in the program, and} -
alls. hasno intention of returning. -—{
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. . : He sald t.ha.t when hls former
“ » vhether we’ll  wife, Winifred Kessler, first men-
,,lnvest.luteornot butwellbe lioned the idea of placing the
willing 10 Work w themm (the son In Straight, {
ACLU) to see that their concerns objections. He said the program’s| -
mlooked lnt.o,"Wolfe sald treatment techniques may be| -
: s Justifiable i casertnvokﬂngv--
i ACLU that she went to Stra.lchta hard-core drug users, but that his
facility at 6074 Branch Hill-Gul-.. SOn Was not in that elgs,smcatalon
nea Plke, Mount Repose, at the _<He didn’t have w. ould .
urging of her parents. ~call g drug probl sald=——
-She-sifld nven cllents ‘joined The boy, now 1§, was a m elme —
her in an interview room and pre-- Mmarijuanauser.hesald. ,
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“His grades had improved over
the last two years. We weren't
even-close to being desperafe as
far-a8 his drug-taking was con-
cerned. I would place his drug use

Tthanthedependency area.”

. I b}
his former wife-had "their .
son in Straight Jan. 8. His-attor="
ney, St.ephen Hayhow, filed a
complaint Jan. 20 in Hamlilton
County Common Pleas Court,
sking for the discharge of
son rrom St.raigm and for

suit contended that.

[ the progiam and that the pro-
gram I Tully dented him
m;emes and has impaired his

health. The suft named Straight
] 8. Kessler as defendants.’

‘But the case i1ssed re--
| cently because son is 18
Tand-had-

program
Ms. l(essler Cincinnati, dis-

statements about their son and

‘ seﬂousenougn
placement in Sife X
Ms. Kessler said MW has not

in she recreatiofial ares rather:

ﬂson was illegally placed in—

puted her tormer husband s .

seen their son enough In the past

two years o speak with-accuracy .
about his drug involvement. *
Her son -entered the program

---because one of his best friends _

has been jn Straight for a year.
The friend had-been sent to_St. ~
Petersburg, Fla., where Straight
began-{ive years ago, and way-
transferred to the organization’s:
program in Clermont Coupty
when that openedin January. :
In-order to see the friend, her

.son had to be cleared by the,

“Straight staff.” Hoping that her-
son would enroll in the program,.
Ms. Kesslér took him to the -
Mount Repose facility.

er a 90-minute interview,
hé g;ﬂed himself into the pro-

said no one decelved -
herso .Intimidated him.into
entering the programa- .
- -She-sald -her- son-gould na.ve
quit the program anytime, but -
chese. to stick with |t.-He has.-
progressed enough so that he-fx:
spending nights at home with heg—
and soon be ready w re-entgr
school, she said.
“He’s getting himself wget.hel‘

signed-himseif-into-the— and I feel good-about that,” said.

Ms Kessler e

SHE SAID she believes the
techniques Stralght uses are
necessary to bring aboutalasr.lng

. posmve changé T the teen-agers

A teacher and a counselor ol

téen-agers for 25 years, she

she studied drug programs 41]

over the country before deciding
‘be-besttor—

her son. T

The charges ralsed against
“Straight’s Tacility Tn Mount Re--

the ACLU's Atlanta chapten
against the agency’s center in:
Marietta, Ga., earlier this year.
Straight and the ACLU the
agreed to name an independe
--eommittee to judge the p:ogrm

{-admission, |

CHE

charge procedures.
Schiff said the program 8_
screening process does not disl:in-
vy and occa-

g
sional drug users. “I was told by

someone in a positionr to know
that a boy who was not on drugs.

l-was put- because
Hhe—had-attit ns;™
said. <

The ACLU's prlmary concem,
he explained, is whether the teen- -
agers' civil rights are beingvmmbi
ed

“=The big Esue-’"Schltf se.ld '

ﬁ_“mm

’ ;parent.s"

survivingstraightinc.com





