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Straight Inc. moves to Maryland
Straight Inc. has found a new home in Maryland, but slate officials

said the drug-treatment facility is not accredited to operate here,
according to a published report yesterday.

Rick Sampson, director of Maryland's Alcohol and Drug Abuse
Administration, told The Washington Post that inspectors are being
sent to evaluate the Howard County facility.

Maryland officials initially said the company did not have to be
certified because it was accredited by the Joint Commission on the
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations.

Mr. Sampson learned this week that the accreditation cannot be
transferred across state lines, the paper said.

Straight Inc., which claims a 70 percent success rale, has been
criticized for its confrontational form of rehabilitation. The company,
which is part of a national chain of treatment centers for adolescents,
closed its Springfield, Va., facility last week amid allegations that it
violated state regulations. It moved the center to Columbia. -

Straight will be allowed to operate in Columbia until the
certification process is completed,, Mr. Sampson said.

Demonstrators conduct Hiroshima vigil
_™^J)lMJISBURG^-Mea^ers.oiaa-anli"War-gioup gatnered-aL-a—
military facility last night for an overnight peace vigil to
commemorate the 46th anniversary of the nuclear attack on
Hiroshima.

Yvonne Small, spokeswoman for the Peace Resource Center in
Frederick, said at least two people expected to deliver a peace
message this morning to the National Alternative Command Center for
the Pentagon. This is the eighth year for the vigil.

The command center near Emmitsburg is commonly referred to as
Site R. and would be used in the event of nuclear war as a command
center.

The vigil will conclude 9 a.m. today with an interfaith service
located at the main gate to the facility. After the service several people
plan to step on Site R property.

Ms. Small said about 30 people are expected for today's service.

AP photo

OFTHE~RIDE~
The Cycle Across Maryland tour, which went around the
Chesapeake Bay, ended yesterday in Easton. About 750 riders
participated in the tour, which started Monday on Solomon's
Island, with riders camping In Annapolis Monday night.

Maryland lotteries
Drawn last night: Daily Lottery, 3-0-7; Play Four, 1-0-4-1j Lotto,

02-08-22-25-32-45.
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Proposed wetlands
definition allows
more development

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Environmentalists are calling a

to development.
"This is too little, too late." said

new Bush administration definition Margaret Ann Reigle, chairwoman
of what constitutes wetlands a blow
to the Chesapeake Bay.

"It is a terrible compromise," said Cambridge.

of the Fairness to Landowners Com-
mittee, a national group based in

Ann Powers, a senior attorney with
the Chesapeake Bay Foundation.

The new definition apparently is
aimed at forested wetlands, includ-

"What they have done is say these ing many areas on the Eastern
aren't wetlands. That is nonsense."

An agreement on a definition
worked out between Vice President
Dan Quayle and federal Environ-

Sbore that are not wet year-round.
The main difference between the

two definitions deals with bow many
days each year an area is saturated.

mental Protection Agency Adminis- The 1939 definition required seven
trator William Reilly was announced consecutive days of saturation with-

rj^e^li£a^ipj]£k_La^8_in^
ed by pressure from landowners,
developers and oil interests.

definition calls for 21 consecutive
days of saturation at the surface

Environmentalists complained the during the growing season or stand-
administration is backing away from
its promise to protect the nation's
remaining 100 million acres of wet-
lands, about half the amount that

ing water for 15 days.
Once thought of as useless, wet-

lands now are recognized as having
an important ecological function.

originally existed in the United They serve as a buffer, sponging up
States. There are about 400,000 acres
in Maryland under the old definition.

The habitats of bald eagles and
Delmarva fox squirrels could be
threatened if the lands are devel-
oped, environmentalists said.

rainwater to prevent flooding and
acting as a nursery for fish and
wildlife.

Three federal agencies agreed in
1989 on the current definition, which
doubled the amount of protected

"Little by little, we are destroying non-tidal wetlands in some areas.
these vital organs for the bay,".Ms.
Powers said.

Officials said Friday that it would
be difficult to judge how many acres
would be affected by the new regula-
tion. The (Baltimore) Sun reported

Because the wetlands are so im-
portant to the bay, Maryland adopt-
ed its own wetlands regulations in
1989. The new federal definition
could cause problems for state law-
makers because the Maryland regu-

-jesteidayJhat. a .White-.House. source -lations~are~based —on— the—federal
said the new definition would ex- definition,
elude. about 10 percent of the land
currently classified as wetlands.

Landowners on the Eastern Shore,
meanwhile, complained the new def-
inition did not open up enough land

"Maryland will be under a great
deal of pressure to fall back to this
new position," said Steven Moyer,.a
wetlands expert at the National
Wildlife Federation.
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