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Damascus to vote on alcohol sales

More patrols

By SON1A BOIN

Montgomery County Bureau

Police to keep closer eye
on garages after assault
Commuters from areas not
served by buses are urged to use
the transit parking lots.
ROCKVILLE - In the wake of a At Shady Grove Metro Station,
recent attack on a commuter at there are 1,300 parking spaces in
the Shady Grove Metro parking the garage, which is reached from
garage, police patrols will be 1-370. The cost is $3.25 per day.
Commuters can park free at the
increased there and at other
Germantown fringe lot on Crystal
parking garages this winter.
"We are talcing this action to let Rock Road, north of Md. 118 for
our patrons know we are con- rush hour Ride-On express buses
cerned about security and are to the Shady Grove Station.
willing to back up that concern
Free parking also is available
with action," said Joseph L. at Lakeforest Mall, where comTracy Jr., the county's parking muters can leave their cars at
chief.
Lost Knife and O'Denhal Roads
Two teen-agers were arrested and take Ride-On buses to the
on the Metro last month and Shady Grove Station.
charged with holding up a man in
Also in Gaithersburg, at the
the Shady Grove parking garage,
beating him and holding a gun to Metropolitan Grove MARC Rail
his head, firing twice. The Station, drivers can park free and
revolver failed to discharge, sav- take trains to Silver Spring and
Union Station. Trains run
ing the commuter's life.
In addition to more police between 6 and 7:20 a.m. and 5 and
officers, parking enforcement 7:30 p.m.
personnel equipped with two-way
For fares and schedules, call 1radios also will regularly patrol 800-325-RAIL.
the parking facilities in
Free parking also is provided at
Gaithersburg, Germantown and the Bamesville MARC Station,
Bamesville, as will a security where service is provided
firm.
between 5:40 and 7 a.m., and 5:15
The county's transportation and 7:45 p.m.
department this week advised
Riders wishing to park at the
commuters who drive to learn in
advance how to switch to buses or RockviUe or White Flint Metro
trains when snow or ice is fore- Stations must pay a fee of $2.25 a
day.
cast.
By RUTH W. ELLIS

Montgomery Bureau Chief

DAMASCUS - For the third time
in 10 years, town residents will vote
in November on whether to allow the
sale of alcohol here.
Damascus Chamber of Commerce
President Phil Catron points to the
upcoming vote as one of several
accomplishments of his group during
its "infancy."
Between now and election day,
Nov. 3, he said, "we intend to fight to
allow the sale of alcoholic beverages
in Damascus."
In the past 10 years, when the
question has been voted down at least
two times, he said the demographics
have changed.
"There's a new influx of people, a

different generation," he said.
"Damascus is not going to become
corrupt. Kids are not going to go out
and create havoc."
He's convinced that the change
would draw restaurants and
businesses to the town. Many residents, he said, now travel seven
miles north to Mount Airy or the
same distance south to Gaithersburg
or Germantown to dine out and do
their shopping, including a stop at the
liquor store.
"Why should we let revenues leave
town," Mr. Catron asked. "There
are 15,000 potential shoppers in
Damascus and I would guess that of
every dollar spent by Damascus
residents, more than SO cents is not
spent in Damascus."
He noted that Damascus is a small

community, but that businesses are
growing. He said the chamber
meetings have been drawing about 25
people and he hopes this will grow to
50 or 60 this year.
"One of the most important things
the chamber has accomplished is to
pull together some people who are
very much interested in making sure
people have a voice in Damascus'
development and its future," he said.
"We have been bringing politicians
to Damascus and giving residents the
opportunity to meet with them.
Hopefully in the future business will
be more unified. The toughest part of
any new organization is to increase
its active membership."
One member who has been very
active and is a candidate to succeed
Mr. Catron as president in February

State regulators scrutinize Straight Inc.
COLUMBIA (AP) - A drug
treatment program that moved here
just before it was to lose its Virginia
operating license is having problems
with Maryland regulators.
Straight Inc., which moved on July
29, has been plagued by allegations
that it mistreats youths.
"It hasn't helped that we've also
received more than our share of
negative media coverage," Straight
Inc. spokeswoman Joy Margolis said
last month.
Maryland authorities agreed to
grant the center a provisional license
for one year on condition that
Straight Inc. abide by an agreement
governing its activities.
Recently, the program has suffered high staff turnover as a result
of its move from Virginia. And

Straight Inc. officials are having a
hard time finding new clients. The
center's enrollment, which stood at
52 clients in July, has dropped to less
than 40.

Straight Inc. went a couple of days
without telephone service earlier this
month when a bookkeeping error left
a bill unpaid, an officials said. Service has since been restored.
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Last month, Maryland regulators
charged that the program was
violating the agreement and
threatened to take action against the
center.

http://survivingstraightinc.com
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is chamber secretary Earl Smith.
He spoke of plans to form a Farmers Market as a means of attracting people to do their shopping in
Damascus.
"We want to make this a viable and
prosperous community," he said. "It
seems we are kind of a stepchild."
Mr. Smith said the chamber
expects "to get into full-blown
community work with full meetings"
in 1992, describing the organization's
initial two years as "base-building."
"There are issues that need to be
addressed and there are really good
reasons why business should participate. This year, we hope to really
blossom from a little bud. We want to
have people in Damascus talking to
one another and making policy."
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