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MONDAY, APRIL 26, 1993

Drug
program
closes
its doors

n Straight Inc. was once called one

of the nation’s best drug treatment
programs for adolescents. Today,
only two centers remain open.

By JENNY DEAM
Times Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — Straight Inc., the
controversial adolescent drug treatment pro-
gram that once was praised by the White
House as among the best
in the nation, closed its
center here over the
weekend because of dwin-
dling enrollment.

The national head-
quarters for the drug pro-
gram will remain at 3001
Gandy Blvd. But the Tam- .
pa Bay treatment center, [
with a capacity for about Mel Sembler
100 clients, was closed af- says
ter enrollment dropped to  employees of
19, said Bernadine Braith- the center can
waite, national executive qpt to -
director. relocate.

“It’s just the times,”
she said Sunday, blaming
a tough economic climate. She said the one-
year program is often too great a financial
burden for parents, many of whom favor
shorter programs.

The center’s 19 clients were transferred
to a Straight center in Atlanta on Friday,

Piease see CLOSE 4B
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LiCYN from 18

Braitkwaite said. Atlanta and De-
troit are the only two remaining
centers, she said.

The closing appeared to catch
the state Department of Health
and Rehabilitative Serv1ces by sur-
prise.

. “We have not been notified,”
said Elaine Fulton-Jones, HRS
- spokeswoman, “and they are re-

quired to give us notice. This.

comes as a complete surprise.”

Fulton-Jones said she called
several HRS officials Sunday and
none of them had heard about the
closing. A routine site' visit had
even been scheduled for May 10,
she said.

Mel Sembler, local developer,
former ambassador to Australia
and a board member for Straight,
said there were about a dozen em-
ployees at the center here. He said
they were given the option to relo-
cate.

Braithwaite said the center“

may reopen later. “We're looking
at some different optlons, she
said.

The closing of the area flagship

operation ends a stormy 17-year

era for the program.
In its heyday, the Straight phi-

losophy of using other adolescents-

and reformed drug users to con-
front current users spread across
the nation. At various times there
were programs in California, Vir-
ginia, Texas, Massachusetts
Michigan, Georgia, Maryland and
Florida.

But almost from the beginning
the unorthodox approach was the
target of complaints, investiga-

tions and lawsuits. Some parents’

praised it, calling it a lifesaver for
their children. Others went to au-
thorities to charge that their chil-

" dren had been humiliated, struck

-or held-against their will.

‘As the program evolved,

"Straight officials maintained- that

their methods also evolved and
that policies were changed. For
example, by 1991 only trained

counselors were allowed to re- -
strain clients who became disrup-
tive, and new clients were no lon-
ger led around by their belt loops.

Straight officials have long said
that their methods were not abu-
sive and that complaints.came
from disgruntled former clients.

Richard Bradbury of Tampa,
who said he was a Straight client’
from 1983 until 1984, called the
closing “a great day.”

Bradbury said he is suing the
organization for defaming and at-
tempting to discredit him. Brad-
bury said he has worked with for-
mer clients and their families for
seven years to counteract what he

. calls the abuses of the program.

Despite its detractors, Nancy

_ Reagan and President Bush have

called Straight one of the nation’s’
best drug treatment programs for
adolescents.

~— Times staff writer Roger

Clendening ii contributed to this
report.
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Receipt Given [ Yes O No
Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e)
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure
O Yes [0 No
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(Name of Special Agent)

To Be Returned O Yes O3 No

Receipt Given [ Yes [ No

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e)
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bé
b7C

Client N

ADDENDUM 10O AGREEMENT FOR FAMILY TREATMENT
FINANCIAL WGREEMENT (LOCAL FA

Straight's fees are as followp:

tssion processing fee [is $580.00. This fee covers pre-interventiQn counseling
ation, intervention counseling and initial treatment
¢ payable on the day of admission.

\»:

00.00.¢ This fee includes physical examinatigy, |
Asychgsocial assessment and drug use assessment. is fee is
\ dmission. . A\

/+ Q0 per day. These charges are for ongoilng group

| The maximum number of diys charged is sjxty,

cHarges for the initial thirty (30) days of \trdatmeny .
the day of admission. Qt’l‘ Ho-a ?’"‘z»cw'

' . ﬁu\ﬂ 6»06/“ y9.0c

et fee is’ 55&25 (D This Feer s ongping O~éaic

p and services including food<” This fee i}
=L gram There are no additional fees for aftercare

he month|ly servides fee, based on the number of days remhining

.oF treatmeny, is 5&%0(2%/C8{83

{s of| certain fees will beigrafed based dp the attached schedule.

expens imcurred ile the client is in the prograk, These may include prescrijption
medicatiq labordtory tests, doctr's appointments, qmergency room treatment o
hospitaliggdtidon/ pyschological or pdychiatric consultayion. '

Straight Will/be resporsible for anrangdgent of housing fpr clients during the
phase of the/program.

«

Parent/Guafydian/Father/Stepfather Bs
nﬁlit&"‘arent/Gu rdian/Mother/lStepmother ;i hf
Clieng's Mam
oo r oo Husband's

’K Social Security # 4
Spreet: Address ‘ City M Stack e

"
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To obtain a review, you or your representative should submit a request in writing to the office
to which you submitted your initial request for benefits. Your request should include the group
name(e.g., employer), your name, social security number and other identifying information
shown on the front of this form and the issues and comments you would like to have con-
sidered. You may also review documents pertinent to your claim. Written request for review
must be mailed or delivered within 60 days following receipt of this explanation or such longer
period as may be specified in your plan brochure or Summary Plan Description. Ordinarily, you
will receive notification of the final determination within 60 days following receipt of your re-
quest. If special circumstances require an extension of time, you will be notified of such exten-
sion during the 60 days following receipt of your request.

You are entitled to a review of this benefit determination if you have questions or do not agree. -

http://survivingstraightinc.com
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You are entitled to a review of this benefit determination if you have questions or do not agree.” -

To obtain a review, you or your representative should submit a request in writing to the office
to which you submitted your initial request for benefits. Your request should include the group
name(e.g., employer), your name, social security number and other identifying information
shown on the front of this form and the issues and comments you would like to have con-
sidered. You may also review documents pertinent to your claim. Written request for review
must be mailed or delivered within 80 days following receipt of this explanation or such longer
period as may be specified in your plan brochure or Summary Plan Description. Ordinarily, you
will receive notification of the final determination within 60 days following receipt of your re-
quest. If special circumstances require an extension of time, you will be notified of such exten-
sion during the 60 days following receipt of your request.

;—_—
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Universal File Case Number /%74 ﬁ.ﬁj 88/0 / »4 10

—
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Serial # of Originating Document
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S~
From
(Name of Contributor)

(Address of Contributor)

(City and State)

By

g Of Special Agent)

To Be Returned O Yes [liNo
Receipt Given [ Yes @ No
Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e)
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure
[ Yes HMNo

Title:

FHree ﬂg
Aoty Gloot - T rtesbuy 7
Faw “Tr 2 e i i~
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Reference: e

(Communication Enclosing Material)

Description: [ Original notes re interview of
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tdia
counseling,’ “and znxtial treatme
on the day of adm.ssxon.

-

"".4.

.....

: A - i e
The medzcal services fee is $600.00 overs the physical .
examination, psychiatric evaluatio é'ychcsbcxal assessment, and drug use.
assessment. This fee is due ‘;and payable on the day of admission.

,,w‘ ‘:v. ”“{' ﬁ;;

Spr-cxal care day charges are §95. aa per day. These charges are for
ongoing group therapy, and individual therapy. The maximum number of days
charged is sixty (69) days.,. Speczal care day charges for the initial,
thirty (30) days of treahment ($-2, 850 06) are. due and payable on the day
of admission. Lo o

The monthly services and treatment fee is $500.00. This fee covers
ongoing prescribed treatment and is charged after the initial sixty (60)
days of therapy and continues until completion of the program. (The
ronthly serv1ces and treatment fee is subject to change with 3@ days
notice.) ST

The monthly services and treatmént fee is pro-rated after the Goth day of
treatment. The amount due on 02-18-91 is $ 196.43 .

Parents/Guardians are tesponsible'for payment of any medical or other
incidental expenses incurred. These may include prescription medications,
laboratory tests, doctor's appointments, emergency room treatment or
hospitalization, psychological or psychosocial consultation.

Total Amount Due at Admission -$3950,00

Date of Admission 12-20-90
Client's Name: | late of Birth
Pahtent/Guardian/E’ather/Stepfather Social Security #
dl
Parent/Guarq_thn/Mocher/Stepmor.her 50c1a1 Securlty $
LY State Zip Code

b6
- b7C

33 /'/7107%_& Date

n/Father Stepfather Date
"Straignt_Represencac.ve ,Revis:d lc/30) | Tate
Phone: Home N
Work: Digital Beeper 24 hours per day L ﬁ,

P ————} TSRS I
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FD-340 (Rev. 8-18-89)

T
Universal File Case Number s £- 23510 — |A
Field Office Acquiring Evidence

Serial # of Originating Document
Date Received __¢7/57/45

From
{Name of Contributor)
(Address of Contributor)
{City and State)
By:
7 (Name of Special Agent)

To Be Returned O Yes C)No
Receipt Given [I Yes T}No
Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e)
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure
O Yes Br'No
Title: el
*S“‘rcué/,-’(-\mg ~
FoY:  Trwimn

Us - Y

Reference:

(Communication Enclosing Material)

Description: EQ/Original notes re interview of
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FD-340 (Rev. 8-18-89)

: A
Universal File Case Number l9¢ rf:TfJ,?f( o - | 14 /
Field Office Acquiring Evidence

Serial # of Originating Document
Date Received __ 7 ef4>

From
(Name of Contributor)
(Address of Contributor)
(City and State)
B
A (Name of Special Agent)

To Be Returned [J Yes %/
Receipt Given [J Yes o
Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e)
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure

0 Yes [No
Title: YN

St o -
dg £ vt 57 %;’b«a y e
F8w ’T’T’Lrwk%u
oU - ',’“ﬂ

Reference:

(Communication Enclosing Material)

Description: &) Original notes re interview of
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FD-340 (Rev. 8-18-89)

, o 2
Universal File Case Number 204 B- 23500 |A) )
Field Office Acquiring Evidence

Serial # of Originating Document

Date Received
From
(Name of Contributor)
(Address of Contributor)
(Citv.and State)
By

(Name STspetrarAgemy

To Be Returned [J Yes [0 No

Receipt Given [ Yes [0 No

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e)
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure

0O Yes U1 No
Title: % Leppd ¢R .
FAB
o T/
Reference:

(Communication Enclosing Material)

Description: (] Original notes re interview of
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FD-340 (Rev. 8-18-89)

Universal File Case Number (906 B 777 Zﬁ&/ M I‘\l

Field Office Acquiring Evidence

Serlal # of Originating Document _,

Date Received 8/ ”/ 93
From
(Name of Contributor)
(Address of Contributor)
By _
To Be Returned I Yes élﬁo
Receipt Given [1 Yes &N

Grand Jury Material - Disseminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e)

Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure
1 Vae [ NPN

Title:

QU b 50 P datald §|oh>

(Commumcanon Enclosing Material)

Reference:
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FD-340 (Rev.8-18-89)

Sl T

- nlo
Universal File Case Number <2072 -7~ 288/0 | H
Field Office Acquiring Evidence

Serial # of Originating Document
Date Received

From
(Name of Contributor)
(Address af Contributor)
H State)
By _
ecial Agent)

To Be Returned U Yes §4'No
Receipt Given [ Yes (J No
Grand Jury Material - Dissgiminate Only Pursuant to Rule 6 (e)
Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure
[l Yes Q/No

Title] et ?/,‘
FA 10— TaBerAICE,
OO0 THAMPA

Reference;

{Communication Enclosing Material)

Description: WOriginal notes re interview of
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