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_ ®

FD-192/FD-192A PAGE 1

February 15, 1994

- TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE
‘ b6

b7C

"{RECLESSIFIED)
DATE PROPERTY ACOUIRED  SOURCE FROM WHICH PROPERTY ACOUTRED bs_
February 08, 1994 BALTIMORE DIVISION/ | o

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: ECR1

ANTICIPATED DISPOSITION ACQUIRING AGENT CASE AGENT

GRAND JURY MATERIAL - NO (DISSEMINATE ONLY PURSUANT TO RULE 6(E))

DESCRIPTICN OF PROPERTY

BARCODE: E0598992
1Bl; BOX OF DOCUMENTS INCLUDING ACCTS RECEIVABLE, REQUESTS
FOR SERVICES, COLLECTION NOTICES FROM STRAIGHT FILES

LA

/F‘W

FOR VALUABLES AND/OR NARCOTICS EVIDENCE ONLY
TWO SPECIAL AGENTS VERIFYING AND SEALING BAG CONTENTS

FIELD FILE NUMBER: TP/TP-0028810 (209B)

OFFICE-OF-ORIGIN: TAMPA Py P iag/d_/d

http://survivingstraightinc.com



g ® ¢

FD-192/FD-192A

PAGE

March 21,

1994

1

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

(RECLASSIFIED)

DATE PROPERTY ACQUIRED SOQURCE FROM WHTCH PROPERTY ACQUIRED

March 03, 1994
{\ ST 34 AR aated ;//(,//f})

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: ECR1

ANTICIPATED DISPOSITION ACQUIRING AGENT CASE AGENT

SA (FBI SA) |

GRAND JURY MATERIAL - NO (DISSEMINATE ONLY PURSUANT TO RULE 6(E))

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

BARCODE: E0806152
1B2; ONE BOX CONTAINING ONE BINDER CONTAINING INVESTIGATIVE
REPORT PREPARE BY TH TEXAS COMMISSION A ALCOHOL & DRUG ABUSE
RE: STRAIGHT, INC.

FOR VALUABLES AND/OR NARCOTICS EVIDENCE ONLY
TWO SPECIAL AGENTS VERIFYING AND SEALING BAG CONTENTS

FIELD FILE NUMBER: TP/TP-0028810 (209B)
OFFICE-OF-ORIGIN: TAMPA

http://survivingstraightinc.com

$

bé
b7C

b6
b7C
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FD-~192 /FD-192A PAGE

June 23, 1993

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

(RECLASSIFIED)

DATE PROPERTY ACQUIRED SOURCE FROM WHICH PROPERTY ACQUIRED
June 18, 1993

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: ECR1

ANTICIPATED DISPOSITION I ACOUIRING AGENT | CASE AGENT

GRAND JURY MATERIAL - NO (DISSEMINATE ONLY PURSUANT TO RULE 6(E))

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

BARCODE: £0579§025
1CLCOPIES OF INSURANCE DOCUMENTS

g Mi/f/f t o46

FOR VALUABLES AND/OR NARCOTICS EVIDENCE ONLY
TWO SPECIAL AGENTS VERIFYING AND SEALING BAG CONTENTS

FIELD FILE NUMBER: TP/TP-0028810 (209B)
OFFICE~OF~ORIGIN: TAMPA

. A»»v

SEARCHED __ ANDEXED
{ SERIALIZED 4,/{: FIED

Figi~ TRAMFA
s

|

g S (L 1w 27 i, T ey

http://survivingstraightinc.com
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FD-192/FD-192A ' PAGE 1
July 02, 1993

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

bé
b7C

(RECLASSIFIED)

t
t

DATE PROPERTY ACQUIRED | SOURCE FROM WHICH PROPERTY ACQUIRED b6
June 30, 1993 p7e

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: ECR1

ANTICIPATED DISPOSITION ‘ ACQUIRING AGENT | CASE AGENT

GRAND JURY MATERIAL - NO (DISSEMINATE ONLY PURSUANT TO RULE 6(E))

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

BARCODE: £J5%5 92 7
1C2; REFUNDS CHECKS ACCT. RECORDS,CONTRACTS, PERSONNEL RECORDS-

S Lol 1t

FOR VALUABLES AND/OR NARCOTICS EVIDENCE ONLY
TWO SPECIAL AGENTS VERIFYING AND SEALING BAG CONTENTS

FIELD FILE NUMBER: TP/TP-0028810 (209B)
OFFICE~-OF~ORIGIN: TAMPA

o?o%’ TV - Q5710 42

gy

http://survivingstraightinc.com



FD-182/FD~192A PAGE 1
September 17, 1993

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

b6
biC

[RECLASSIFIED)

DATE PROPERTY ACQUIRED SQURCE FROM WHICH PROPERTY ACQUIRED
September 08, 1993

bé
b7C

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: ECR1 b7D

ANTICIPATED DISPOSITION ACQUIRING AGENT CASE AGENT

GRAND JURY MATERIAL - NO (DISSEMINATE ONLY PURSUANT TO RULE 6(E))

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

BARCODE: E0598193
1C3; INSURANCE FORMS CHARTS, SI CORRESPONDENCE LETTERS FROM
EMPLOYEES AND OTHER GENERAL INFORMATION

A
M% ?///9‘/ C%

FOR VALUABLES AND/OR NARCOTICS EVIDENCE ONLY
I'WO SPECIAL AGENTS VERIFYING AND SEALING BAG CONTENTS

PIELD FILE NUMBER: TP/TP-0028810 (209B)
OFFICE-OF~ORIGIN: TAMPA

32
2098- T’ 023’77&'/6

A

http://survivingstraightinc.com



FD-192/FD-192A PAGE 1

November 30, 1993

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

bé
b7C

(RECLASSIFIED)

DATE PROPERTY ACQUIRED SOURCE FROM WHICH PROPERTY ACQUIRED
b6

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: ECR1 b7C

ANTICIPATED DISPOSITION rACQHIRING_AGENI_____________CASE_AGENT_________1

GRAND JURY MATERIAL - YES (DISSEMINATE ONLY PURSdANT.TO RULE 6(E))

b3

bIC

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

BARCODE: E0598408
1C4;

] o |
| A
/”%W (e T

9

FOR VALUABLES AND/OR NARCOTICS EVIDENCE ONLY
I'WO SPECIAL AGENTS VERIFYING AND SEALING BAG CONTENTS

FIELD FILE NUMBER: TP/TP-0028810 (209B) _ f( )
OFFICE-OF-ORIGIN: TAMPA A%%éénfioayfaw 44?

.

http://survivingstraightinc.com



FD-192/FD-192A

PAGE

December 27,

1

1993

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

(RECLASSIFIED)

DATE PROPERTY ACQUIRED SOURCE FROM WHICH PROPERTY ACQUIRED

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: ECR1

ANTICIPATED DISPOSITION ACQUIRING AGENT CASE

AGENT

GRAND JURY MATERIAL - YES (DISSEMINATE ONLY PURSUANT TO RULE 6(E})

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

BARCODE: E0598482
1C5;

%’”M f///f/é z,g

FOR VALUABLES AND/OR NARCOTICS EVIDENCE ONLY
TWO SPECIAL AGENTS VERIFYING AND SEALING BAG CONTENTS

FIELD FILE NUMBER: TP/TP-0028810 (209B)

OFFICE-OF-ORIGIN: TAMPA

http://survivingstraightinc.com

bé
b7C

b3

bé
b7C

b3
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FD-192/FD-192A PAGE 1
December 27, 1993
TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE
b8
b7C
(RECLASSIFIED)
b3
DATE DPRAPERTY ACNHIITRED SONRCE EROM WHICH PROPERTY ACQUIRED
LOCATION OF PROPERTY: ECR1
b6
ANTICIPATED DISPOSITION ACOUIRING AGENT CASE AGENT e
GRAND JURY MATERIAL - YES (DISSEMINATE ONLY PURSUANT TO RULE 6(E))
DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY
'BARCODE: E0598483
'1C6; )
/W@J/é///ﬁ 7
b3
FOR VALUABLES AND/OR NARCOTICS EVIDENCE ONLY
TWO SPECIAL AGENTS VERIFYING AND SEALING BAG CONTENTS
FIELD FILE NUMBER: TP/TP-0028810 (209B) - el
OFFICE-OF-ORIGIN: TAMPA 9?076'/‘;40_2,?2/”'/@,

4
‘\~;?57(§ﬂ,

htip:/]sh(vi\/ingstraightinc.cc;m »



FD-192/FD-192A ' PAGE 1

December 27, 1993

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

be
b7C

(RECLASSIFIED)

b3

DATE PROPERTY ACQUIRED SOURCE FROM WHICH PROPERTY ACQUIRED
AUSA

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: ECR1 b6

b7C

ANTICIPATED DISPOSITION ACOUIRING AGENT CASE AGENT

GRAND JURY MATERIAL - YES (DISSEMINATE ONLY PURSUANT TO .RULE 6 (E))

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

BARCODE: E0598484
1C7;

/W% NG

b3

FOR VALUABLES AND/OR NARCOTICS EVIDENCE ONLY
TWO SPECIAL AGENTS VERIFYING AND SEALING BAG CONTENTS

FIELD FILE NUMBER: TP/TP-0028810 (209B)
OFFICE-OF-ORIGIN: TAMPA

2015 77” Xff/& Y 4

i

http://survivingstraightinc.com



FD-192/FD-192A PAGE 1

January 10, 1994

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

b6
b7C

(RECLASSIFIED)

b3

DATE PROPERTY ACQUIRED SOURCE FROM WHICH PROPERTY ACQUIRED

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: ECR1 b

b7C

ANTICIPATED DISPOSITION ACOUTRTNG AGENT CASE AGENT

GRAND JURY MATERIAL - YES (DISSEMINATE ONLY PURSUANT TO RULE 6(E))

WMM{/ o4& )

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

BARCODE: EN598872
1C8;

|FOR VALUABLES AND/OR NARCOTICS EVIDENCE ONLY
'TWO SPECIAL AGENTS VERIFYING AND SEALING BAG CONTENTS

FIELD FILE NUMBER: TP/TP-0028810 (209B) '3
OFFICE-OF-ORIGIN: TAMPA , 258 -7 85 -

7y

http://survivingstraightinc.com




FD-192/FD-192A PAGE 1

February 09, 1994

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

bé
b7C

(RECLASSIFLIED)

DATE PROPERTY ACQUIRED SOURCE FROM WHICH PROPERTY ACQUIRED

January 31, 18¢%4 AUSA
LOCATION O7 PROPERTY: ECRL . Bs
ANTICIPATED DISPOSITION  ACOUIRING AGENT CASE AGENT

GRAND JURY MATERIAL - NO (DISSEMINATE ONLY PURSUANT TO RULE 6(E))

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

BARCODE: E0598983
1C9; COPIES OF BOARD MINUTES, FINANCIAL STATEMENT 9/30/91

—

W/W%/I/f/ 4

TOR VALUABLES AND/OR NARCOTICS EVIDENCE ONLY
(WO SPECIAL AGENTS VERIFYING AND SEALING BAG CONTENTS

"IELD FILE NUMBER: TP/TP-0028810 (209B) ;9
OFFICE-OF-ORIGIN: TAMPA 2&95,/72, RIF - /(

w— y o

http://survivingstraightinc.com



FD-192/FD-192A ' PAGE 1

March 09, 1994

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

bé
b7C

(RECLASSIFIED)

DATE PROPERTY ACQUIRED SOURCE FROM WHICH PROPERTY ACQUIRED

March 08, 1994 NATIONS BANK
LOCATION OF PROPERTY: ECR1 boe
ANTICIPATED DISPOSITION ACQUIRING AGENT CASE AGENT

SRAND JURY MATERIAL - NO (DISSEMINATE ONLY PURSUANT TO RULE 6(E))

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

3ARCODE: EO0806115
1C10; RECORDS FROM NCNB - SIGNATURE CARDS, CORP. RESOLUTIONS

COPIES FROM CASH MANAGEMENT ACCOUNT
oA
/ﬁ”’% W/M @é v

0OR VALUABLES AND/OR NARCOTICS EVIDENCE ONLY
WO SPECIAL AGENTS VERIFYING AND SEALING BAG CONTENTS

'TELD FILE NUMBER: TP/TP-0028810 (208B) C A?
OFFICE-OF-ORIGIN: TAMPA _
958 - 2751

http://survivingstraightinc.com



FD-192/FD-192A PAGE 1

April 15, 1994

TITLE AND CHARACTER OF CASE

bé
b7C

(RECLASSIFIED)
DATE PROPERTY ACQUIRED _ SOURCE FROM WHICH PROPERTY ACQOUIRED . Y
April 12, 1994 [ | p7e

b7D

SOCATION OF PROPERTY: ECR1

ANTICIPATED DISPOSITION ACQUIRING AGENT CASE AGENT

>RAND JURY MATERIAL - NO (DISSEMINATE ONLY PURSUANT TO RULE 6(E))

JESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

I

JARCODE: E0806198
Cl11; |

M:ﬁ/w/ a

b7D

OR VALUABLES AND/OR NARCOTICS EVIDENCE ONLY
WO SPECIAL AGENTS VERIFYING AND SEALING BAG CONTENTS

IELD FILE NUMBER: TP/TP-0028810 (209B)

OFFICE-OF-ORIGIN: TAMPA pgﬁ’g - Z;OO/J’/G //

“y Ui

e 5 T P ,L/‘ : ‘.~
] Q;\ = & : 1 .
o § 0 ; N

http://survivingstraightinc.com




FD-192/FD-192A PAGE 1

May 05, 1994

TITLE AND.CHARACTER OF CASE

bé
b7C

(RECLASSIFIED)

b3

DATE PROPERTY ACQUIRED SOURCE FROM WHICH PROPERTY ACQUIRED

LOCATION OF PROPERTY: ECR1 e

b7C
ANTICIPATED DISPOSITION ACOUTIRING ACENT CASE AGENT

GRAND JURY MATERIAL - YES (DISSEMINATE ONLY PURSUANT TO RULE 6(E))

DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY

BARCODE;: E0806267
1C12;

y//jw/fyf /,/4/ o4 -

FOR VALUABLES AND/OR NARCOTICS EVIDENCE ONLY
TWO SPECIAL AGENTS VERIFYING AND SEALING BAG CONTENTS

FIELD FILE NUMBER: TP/TP-0028810 (209B)
OFFICE-OF-ORIGIN: TAMPA

/2~
7-)07/5 - /'7/. ;fﬁﬁ'/c

g 4

http://survivingstraightinc.com



"‘/Q// L 2

FD-125 (Rev. 5-31-88)

Date %Z z &i

D Birth D Credit [:] Criminal D Death D INS D Marriage* [T] Motor Vehicle » Other
[] priverts License

To Buded bé |
b7C
Return to File number
—_— /96 6 ned
Name and aliases of subject, applicant, or employee, and spouse
Steacght theorgoreded
Addresses ¢ . . p -
Residence Ck}(p a‘f'fuo@ gT *’—TCVSA&(A 4 I‘-/a_
+ -+ d
Business
Former
*Date and place of marriage
(if applicable)
Race Sex | Age Height Weight Hair Eyes
[[] Male
[[] Female ‘
Birth date Birthplace
Arrest Number Fingerprint classification Criminal specialty
specific information desired Social Security Number
Results of check ) , :
| 2098 10 280 1!
. ' - Lupisata Bhecle ,Z_Zé‘B"g
- D - (ZLW/ @NZJ’ g
K V}} ' J / g T
égf - Brckprpendt O OO0 Mol @ geamens
L N b6
b7C
SEAROWED . INDEXED. |
SERALZED R\ FILED

\FEB 4 1993 |

Loy

Qeons S Lo & v
‘ Lecel CoveridT TTHTT [

http://survivingstraightinc.com



DOCUMENT #

Lo TEEERS
e NLILZLE
. twﬁaﬁa
4., GYE1EY

S Jiﬁ?@l
b TAOLE6G
7. V17063
B. N2BP1L1
F. AO0OETO
10, &79948
1. L.19287
12, F42240
VA, HES9717
14, 41 Oldhé

alt-4 FOR

BSAEIRE

NUM: 735636
LAST: REINSTATEMENT FlL.Ds Q3/31/71992
FEIH: S99-1662 '

NAME '

NHy 1
CPRINCIFML

ADDRESS

RO MAME o
KA ADDR

CANN REF

2

f% WO
SCTION AND
HELF.3 5

7

Lo View Detad
CHF LT e

. o e o e o e e

FLORIDA DIVISION OF CORFORATIONS 12232 AM
INGULIRY BY CORPORATE NAME

STATUS/TYFE CORPORGSTE MAME

N HE STROLTEHT ., ING.

ACT STHRALGHT, INC.
TNACT STROIEHT CORP ~THE-

ITNACT STRATEHT aHEAD, INC.

aoT STRATGEHT AHEAD BUILDERS., ING.

INBCT 5T T AMERICA CORFORAGTION, INC.

RET STF A NOTES AND STUDY GUIDES. INC.

ITMALCT BTHATIGHT o REWARD. INC.

AT ia'l}(!\](%ill & I,

lNhCr - ALR FREIGHT CORFORATION

AUTOMORILE SERVICE CENTER., INC.
LT & CITRUS, INC.

arT STRALEHT T\l-\(JH INSTALLATIONS, INC.

ITNACT BTRAIGHT ARRKROW ITMVESTMENT CORF

TNGET BTROIEHT ARRDOW FUBRLICATIONS, INC.

ITNGCT ?TF&]DHT A8, TN,

ITNACT TR iJH l' NS FROIN

STEONS,  INC.

SV, M Retoen Lo Merna
TFEOGUESTIONS OR CONFLTECT s
‘/H/Whn 3 FDX 3 2400 FE71 03 L0G CLOSED 3 FRIMT OFF 3 ON~=L I ME

CORFORATE DETATL RECORD SCREEN 1233 AM
STeFL ACTIVE/FL NONM-FROF Fl.Ds O4/22/71976

THE STRATGHT FOUNDATIONM, INC.

o/o|

| CHANGED: OX/31/92

6529 |

NTRAL AVENUE

ST, FETEROPMIRG, 1 25710

NAME CHG: O3/731/92

6HER? CENTRAL AVENUE ADDR CHG: O3/3L/92
5T. PETERSBURG. FL 33710

(1990)

I O3/731/92 (1991) I O3/31/92 (1992) 1 QI3/31/92

http://survivingstraightinc.com

bé
b7C



I ———

A L S TN

L P V2 b LFFETOER/DIRECTOR DETATL. 6 G
CORP NUMBER: 735636 ‘ CORE NAME: THE STRAIGHT . NG,
TITLES FD N 3| | b6
6529 CEMTRAL AVENLE \
ST, PETERGEURG. Fl
TITLE:s VD MAME s |
101 EAST EENNEDY Bl 2560
TeMEA, FL
TITLE: 8D MAME: [ |
4000 FARE STREET NORTH
5T. FETERSBURG. Fl.
TITLE: TD NAME s | |
100 SECOND AVENUE 5. ,400
aT, FETERSBURG., Fl
TITLE: D MAME s | |
s BECAUCUS RUAD
GECAUCUS . NI
TITLE: D NAME 1 | |
100 6. AGHLEY DRIVE
TOMEG, FL
o MEXT, - FREV, L. MENU., 2 FILING. 3. TOF, 4, EVENTS. 5. NOTES, é&. NAMES
7. LIST, 8. NEXT BY LIST, 9. FREV BY LIST
THIS 18 THE EMD OF THE LIST
ENTER SELECTION AMD £OR>:
ALt—7 FOR HELEZ 3270/950 3 FDX 3 2400 E71 3 LOG CLOSED 3 FRINT OFF 3 ON-LINE

L R/2E/9XE CORFORATE DETAIL RECORD BCREEN 1L&e Za Aar
NUM: M11318 STsFL ACTIVE/FL NON-PROF Fl.D: Q973671985
LAST: REINSTATEMENT FLD: 0270871993
FEI#: 5925764733
C NESME t BTRAIGHT, INC.
FRIMOCIFGL: 2001 GAMDY BLYD.
ADDRESS BT, FETERSBURG, i 33702
CRA NAME | NAME CHG: 04/17/91) igc
R ADDR ¢ 3001 BGANDY BLYD. ADDR CHB: 0417791
5T PETESRBURG., FL O XE703 U8
ANNM REF ¢ (19910) 1T 04/717/s91 (L) I D2/08/93 (1293) IN OZ/08/93%

n
"
n
H

Sbe MEMUL E. OFFICERS., 4. EVENTS, 7. LIST. 8. NEXT, 9. FREV
S THIS I8 NOT OFFICIAL RECORD; SEE DOCUMENTS IF GUESTION OR CONFILLICT e
ENTER SELECTION AND <CR>

Alt-Z FOR HELF3 Z270/950 3 FDX 3 2400 E71 3 LOG CLUSED 3 PRINT UFF 3 DN-LINE

RIREITI OFFICER/DIRECTOR DETAIL SCREEN 1236 AM

CORP NUMBER: N117318 CORF NAME: STRAIGHT. INC. :

TITLE: VSTD NAME: | ' b6
w76 PHIRRUPC LAban D b7C
5T, FETERSBURG, Fl

CTITLE: VD NEME o |
3001 GANDY BLVD.
5T. PETERSBURG. FL
TITLE: PD NAME & | |
442 RAYMOND AVE.
LONGROOD ,  Fl.

http://survivingstraightinc.com



-..-.-------IIIlIIIIIII---------------------------

L NEXT. »~ PREV, 1. MENU, g FILING, 3. TOF, 4. F.swaw.
7 LIST. 8. NEXT BY LISTN?. FREV BY LIST ~ )
——meee THIS TS NOT OFFIC
ENTER SELECTION AND <CR
ALt-7 FOR HELFJZ 3Z70/950 3 FDX 3

Tast, RECORD: - SEE

DOCUMENTS IF QUESTION OR CONFLICT -

2400 E71 3 LOG CLOSED 3 FRINT OFF 3 ON-LINE

BLRES D CORFORATE DETAIL RECORD SCREEN
NUM: M113LE STsFL. ACTIVE/FL NON-FEROF FLD: 0O9/246/1985
LAST: REINSTATEMENT FLD: 02/08/1993
FEI#;: 5
NAME pOSTRATGHT . ING.
FRINCIFALD 3001 GANDY BLVD.
ADDRESS 5T. PETERSEURG, FlL. 33700
FOY NaME g
RO ADDR @

12837 M

2z =

NAME CHB: 04/17/91 e
ADDR CHG: 04/17/91
8T FETESBURG. FL 33702 US
ANN REF @ (1991) 1  04/17/91 (1992)
[}

IN 02/08/9% (1993 IN 02/08/93%

LIST. 8. NEXT, 9.
e ICTIAL RECORD: SEE DOCUMENTS IF QUESTION OR CONFLICT =ew-
ENTER SELECTION AND <CR>s
Alt~Z FOR HELF3I ZR70/950 3 FDX 3

H2AO0 BT 3‘LUQ CLOSED 3 PRINT OFF 3 ON-LINE
BAXERIIE

CORF NUMBER: N11318

FILED DATE P/ 261985

CORF NAME ¢ STROAIGHT., INC.

EVENT DETﬁiL SCREEN
CORF STaTUS:s ACTIVE

PR23E7 AM

EVENT TYFE EFFECTIVE
Dy

DESCRIPTION

RELTNSTATE

N DR/ 1L99E

ADMIN DISSOLUTION LO/09/71992
FOR ANMUAL. REFORT

AMENMDMENT &/ 2E/1990

S NEXT, L. MENU, 2. FILING, 3. OFFICERS, 4. TOP
7. LIST. 8. NEXT BY LIST, 9. FREV BY LIST N e
- THIS 18 NOT OFFICIAL RECORD: SEE DOCUMENTS IF QUESTION OR CONFLICT -
¢ BELECTION AND <CR>:
Alt-7 FOR HELF3 3270/950 3 FDX 3

=400 E71 I LOG CLOSED 3 PRINT OFF 3 ON-LINE

2239 CORPORATE DETATL RECORD SCREEM 12058 AM
NUM: 19665 STeFL INACTIVE/FL FROFIT FLD: 10709/1956
LAST: DISBOLVED BY PROCLAMATION » FlL.Ds 0471871961
MAME r STRAIGHT CORFP ~THE-
ARNN REF ¢ % NONE FILED %

http://survivingstraightinc.com



1o MENU, 4. EVENTS, 7. LIST. 8. NEXT, 9. PREV
e THIS 1§ NOT OFFICIAL RECORD; SEE DOCUMENTS IF QUESTION OR CONFLICT ==
ENTER SELECTION AND «CRG

ALt -7 FOR HELPI 22707950 3 FDX O3

“

BAOO E7L O3 LOG CLOSED 3 PRINT OFF 3 ON-LINE

R e

2AB/PE FLORIDA DIVISION OF CORFORATIONS 12239 AM
INQUIRY RY OFFICER/REGLS 0 AGENT

OFFICER/RA NAME DOCUMENT # BUS. ENMTITY
1. ()'7'77“‘}4 Sl BROWSRD S0 (»aNl\lll‘\Jz,‘;
HOLMES COUNTY HOSF
GATEWAY HOSBPITAL C -
o -,“)6:7() LAakE HOSFITAL CORP
Fa 4 %XH‘HJ/ HOME HEALTH PROFES
GATEWAY MEDICAL. MA
SENTIMNEL MEDICAL €
L.F COMMUNITTY HOS
ORGANTZATIONAL. MAEN
GATEWAY MEDICAL CE
—;(4 H~ WF‘:Y HEALTH SE

10,
11,
175,
14.

13,

[ (!I"H"!Ul\ll TY
16. COURTLAND REGTONAL

17. {3 PHID-FLORTDA REHART
Ernter Number to View Detail or '+ NMext, ‘'~ PREY, M Retuwrn Lo Mernuw
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

3/2/93

Date of transcription

bé
b7C
b7D

telephone number| | Date of Birth (DOB)
|was advised of the identity of t
interviewing agent and the purpose of the interview |
then made available the following information.

bé
b7C
b7D

i The system
supported at STRAIGHT, INC. was established by! |A
client would first sign a contract with STRAIGHT, . regarding
the method of payment to be provided to their account. The first
and second month required down payments of $5,000.00 followed by
subsequent payments of $250.00 monthly. Even if the patient did
terminate his association with the program, the family or
responsible party had to fulfill the contract. It is]| |
opinion that the management at STRAIGHT,INC. misused and
mismanaged these funds.

bé

STRAIGHT, INC., client refunds 1n 1990 totaled $500,000.00. The ' b7C

Accounting Department was getting numerous calls from patients b7D

throughout the country regarding refund of their insurance
payment. So many in fact | hired a
receptionist to field these calls. Clients usually were refunded
their money if and only if they threatened to sue or had hired an

attorney to secure their insurance payments.

the salaries of management were

high, they were recelving high bonuses, utilizing the company E;:

credit cards for personal use| o

bé
b7C
b7D

LB P- 38310

Investigationon _2/13/93 at L File # 3+0-6B~NEW

by SA nja Date dictated 2/13/93

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302a (Rev. 11-15-83)

196B-NEW

Continuation of FD-302 of , On 2/13/93 , Page

2

__J;_____lX______x__p_________iEff_fi2rnemen:_team_resnnnsihle___
for the day-to-day operations included

| STRAIGHT,INC. may be paying some
families back thelr insurance refunds at this time.

[ |when the cCalifornia STRAIGHT, INC.
program was opened, top management took ski lessons prior to the
trip to California, spent most of the weekends skiing, and took
their family members with them on the trip, although the company
was unable to pay their bills at this time. On their way home
from California, most of the individuals went to Las Vegas and
used their business credit cards for this trip.
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DR FBITP £0005 1042150 ‘
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FI1 FBTI TAMPA (196B-TP-28810) (PRA) (P)
TO DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/

BT

UNCLAS

CITE: //3880:1280//

PASS:  HQ ATTN DAD JAMES FRIER, CID.

b6
b7C
|
SUBJRCT: i
STRAIGHT, INC., GANDY BOULEVARD, ST.
PETERSBURG, FLORIDA; FBW - INSURANCE; 00: TAMPA. !
RE TELCON BETWEEN DAD FRIER AND SAC MCCRETIGHT, INSTANT {
DATE.
FOR INFORMATTON OF FBIHQ, THIS CASE WAS INITIATED
FOLLOWING RECEIPT OF A REFERRAL FROM THE UNITED STATES
ATTORNEY 'S OFFICE, MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA. THE CIVIL
DIVISION OF THE UNTTED STATES ATTORNEY 'S OFFICE HAD RECENTLY
QL® TP -3R810-9
NDEXED__.
SERIALLZEY.
cILED
b6
{/\9 b7C
_ — I
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FILED A CIVIL ACTION AGATINST

SEEKING TO COLLECT

APPROXTIMATELY $950, 000 OWED TO MEDICARE. THE CIVIL CASE AROSE
WHEN MEDICARE 'S FISCAL INTERMEDIARY MADE AN OBVIOUS AND GROGS

MATHHATICAL ERROR AND MISTAKENLY PAID THIS MONEY TO A

DISSOLVED CORPORATION OF WHICH AND WERE

DIRECTORS AND TRUSTEES. RATHER THAN RETURN THE PMMONEY, THE
POCKETED THR FUNDS. THIS CASE RRCETVED PUBLICITY IN THE ST.
PETERSBURCG TIHMES NEWSPAPER, ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA, WHICU

RESULTED IN CONTACT FROM MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY REGARDING

CTHER ONGOING TFRAUD COMMITTED BY AGAINST STHAIGHT,

TNC.

STRAIGHT, INC., IS A NON-PROFIT ADOLESCENT SUBSTANCE
ABUST TREATHENT ORCANIZATION HEADQUARTERED IN ST. PETERSBURC,
FLORIDA, WITH FACILITIES THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES. AT TITS
PRIMF, STRAIGHT, INC., HAD TEN PROGRAMS THROUGHOUT THE UNITED
STATES AND CANADA, AND 14 SATELLITE OFFICES. ONLY ONE
REMAINING FACILITY LOCATED IN ATLANTA IS 1IN OPEﬁATION.

PARENTS OF THE ADOLESCENTS WITH A GUBSTANCE ABUSE PROBLEHM
WERE REQUIRED TO PAY ANYWRERE FROM 514,000 TO $19,000 TO

STRATGHT, INC., FOR AN 18-MONTH COURSE OF TREATHMENT AT THE

b6
bLIC

http://survivingstraightinc.com



PAGE THREE DE FBITP 0005 UNCLAS

TIME OF ADMISSION. THE PARENTS WERE REQUIRED TO ASSICGN THEIR
INTEREST IN THEIR INSURANCE CLAIM TO STRAIGHT, THWC. STRAIGHT,
INC., WOULD THEN SUBIIT THE CLAIMNS TO THE VARTOUS THNSURANCE
COMPANIES FOR PAYHENT. INSTEAD OF REIMBURSING THE PARENTS
WHEN THE PAYMENTS FROM THE INSURANCE COMPANIES WERE RECEIVED
BY STRAIGHT, THIS MONEY WAS UTILIZED FOR PAYROLL AND OPERATING
CAPITAL FOR STRAIGHT, INC. HMANY TIMES WHEN THE INSURANCE
COHMPANY FAILED TO NOTIFY THE PARENTS OF THEIR RETHMBURSEMENT TO
STRAIGHT, INC., STRATGHT, INC., DID NOT NOTICY THE PARENTS
THAT STRAIGHT HAD RECEIVED A PAYMENT FOR THE SAME SERVICES.
REIMBURSEMENT ONLY OCCURRED TO PARENTS WHEN THEY THREATENED TO
EITHER SUE OR CONTACT THEIR LOCAL CONGRESSMAN.

FROM 19488 TO 1990, STRAIGHT, INC., WAS FEXPERIENCING
SEVERE CASH FLOW DIFFICULTIES. AN EXPLANATION FOR THESE
DIFFICULTIES CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO OVER EXPANSION, A DECREASE
IN PATIENT ADMISSIONS, SEVERAL LARGE SETTLEMENTS REGARDING
TREATHENT OF THE PATIENTS, AND THE HMISHANAGEMENT OF FUNDS.

STRAIGHT, INC., DID LAY OFF NUMEROUS EMPLOYEES AND
INSTITUTED A FIVE PERCENT REDUCTION FOR ALL CURRENT EMPLOYRRS.

INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED TO DATE DETERMINED THAT WHILE THESE

S S U — -
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PAGE FOUR DI FBITP 0005 UNCLAS

b6

REDUCTIONS WERE INSTITUTED, THE MANAGERS OF THE ORCANIZATION, B7C

CONTINUED TO RECETIVE HIGH SALARIES, NUMEROUS BONUSES AND
UTILIZED THE COMPANY CREDIT CARDS FOR PERSONAL USE -- TO
INCLUDE TRAVEL TO LAS VEGAS, "BIKINI WAXING" DINNERS, AND
OTHER TRAVEL FEXPENSES TO INCLUDE A SKI TRIP TO CALIFORNIA.

ON APRIL 2, 1992, A FEDERAL GRAND .JURY SUBPOENA FROIN THE

b3

MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA WAS SERVED b6
b7C

FBIHQ WILL BE NOTIFIED OF DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS
INVESTICATION AS THEY OCCUR.
BT

#0005

NNNN
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FBI

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:

X Teletype X! Immediate ] TOP SECRET

(] Facsimile [J Priority [J SECRET

O AIRTEL [0 Routine ] CONFIDENTIAL
[0 UNCLASEFTO
X UNCLAS

Date 4/14/93

FM FBI TAMPA@ (PRA) (P)

TO DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/

BT
UNCLAS
CITE: //3880:1280//
James
PASS: HQ ATTN DAD,FRIER, LD bee

SUBJECT:

STRAIGHT, INC., GANDY BOULEVARD, ST.

PETERSBURG, FLORIDA; FBW - INSURANCE; 0O:
L Teccen BeTween DAD FRIER AND SAC m«.&«»eur Iﬂs-mur DATE,
FOR INFORMATION OF FBIHQ, THIS CASE WAS INITIATED
FOLLOWING RECEIPT OF A REFERRAL FROM THE UNITED STATES
ATTORNEY’S OFFICE, MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA. THE CIVIL

DIVISION OF THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY’S OFFICE HAD RECENTLY

FILED A CIVIL ACTION AGAINST 2%

| | SEEKING TO COLLECT

APPROXIMATELY $950,000 OWED TO MEDICARE. THE CIVIL CASE AROSE <

e QWS 1030 &W

- “\'\‘ 1) . a——— ) .
\ \ SJDE;(!FI%E} P%

(o D,

FILED N be |
L19c§pr&'ed ﬁ'\-\T Original filename: m O\ 3@ . \DL-\'
Time Received: Q)S'// Telprep filename: E QCT( O\ ;_>_<v Zz\ ! ( Qgg
MRI/JULIAN DATE: | DX /;[-} /OL‘L ish: QO

FOX DATE & TIME OF ACCEPTANCE: - /Lé’a% 2139
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WHEN MEDICARE'S FISCAL INTERMEDIARY MADE AN OBVIOUS AND GROSS

MATHMATICAL ERROR AND MISTAKENLY PAID THIS MONEY TO A

oF
DISSOLVED CORPORATIONAWHICH AND WERE

DIRECTORS AND TRUSTEES. RATHER THAN RETURN THE MONEY, THEY
POCKETED THE FUNDS. THIS CASE BP#8 RECEIVE/PUBLICITY IN THE
ST. PETERSBURG TIMES NEWSPAPER, ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA, WHICH
RESULTED IN CONTACT FROM MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY REGARDING

Rorvnisr
OTHER ONGOING FRAUD COMMITTED BY Ter STRAIGHT, INC.

STRAIGHT, INC., IS A NON-PROFIT ADOLESCENT SUBSTANCE
ABUSE TREATMENT ORGANIZATION HEADQUARTERED IN ST. PETERSBURG,
FLORIDA, WITH FACILITIES THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES. AT ITS
PRIME, STRAIGHT, INC., HAD TEN PROGRAMS THROUGHOUT THE UNITED
STATES AND CANADA, AND 14 SATELLITE OFFICES. ONLY ONE
REMAINING FACILITY LOCATED IN ATLANTA IS IN OPERATION.

PARENTS OF THE ADOLESCENTS WITH A SUBSTANCE ABUSE PROBLEM
WERE REQUIRED TO PAY ANYWHERE FROM $14,000 TO $19,000 TO
STRAIGHT, INC., FOR AN 18-MONTH COURSE OF TREATMENT AT THE
TIME OF ADMISSION. THE PARENTS WERE REQUIRED TO ASSIGN THEIR
INTEREST IN THEIR INSURANCE CLAIM TO STRAIGHT, INC. STRAIGHT,

INC., WOULD THEN SUBMIT THE CLAIMS TO THE VARIOUS INSURANCE

http://survivingstraightinc.com
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COMPANIES FOR PAYMENT. INSTEAD OF REIMBURSING THE PARENTS
WHEN THE PAYMENTS FROM THE INSURANCE COMPANIES WERE RECEIVED
BY STRAIGHT, THIS MONEY WAS UTILIZED FOR PAYROLL AND OPERATING
CAPITAL FOR STRAIGHT, INC. MANY TIMES WHEN THE INSURANCE
COMPANY FAILED TO NOTIFY THE PARENTS OF THEIR REIMBURSEMENT TO
STRAIGHT, INC., STRAIGHT, INC., DID NOT NOTIFY THE PARENTS
THAT STRAIGHT HAD RECEIVED A PAYMENT FOR THE SAME SERVICES.
REIMBURSEMENT ONLY OCCURRED TO PARENTS WHEN THEY THREATENED TO
EITHER SUE OR CONTACT THEIR LOCAL CONGRESSMAN.

FROM 1988 TO 1990, STRAIGHT, INC., WAS EXPERIENCING
SEVERE CASH FLOW DIFFICULTIES. AN EXPLANATION FOR THESE
DIFFICULTIES CAN BE ATTRIBUTED TO OVER EXPANSION, A DECREASE
IN PATIENT ADMISSIONS, SEVERAL LARGE SETTLEMENTS REGARDING
TREATMENT OF THE PATIENTS, AND THE MISMANAGEMENT OF FUNDS.

STRAIGHT, INC., DID LAY OFF NUMEROUS EMPLOYEES AND
INSTITUTED A FIVE PERCENT REDUCTION FOR ALL CURRENT EMPLOYEES.
INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED TO DATE DETERMINED THAT WHILE THESE

REDUCTIONS WERE INSTITUTED, THE MANAGERS OF THE ORGANIZATION,

CONTINUED TO RECEIVE HIGH SALARIES, NUMEROUS BONUSES AND

http://survivingstraightinc.com

bé
b7C




¢ ¢

“PAGE 4 196B~TP-28810 UNCLAS

UTILIZED THE COMPANY CREDIT CARDS FOR PERSONAL USE -~ TO
INCLUDE TRAVEL TO LAS VEGAS, "“BIKINI WAXING" DINNERS, AND
OTHER TRAVEL EXPENSES TO INCLUDE A SKI TRIP TO CALIFORNIA.

ON APRIL 2, 1992, A FEDERAL GRAND JURY SUBPOENA FROM THE

MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA WAS SERVED

FBIHQ WILL BE NOTIFIED OF DEVELOPMENTS IN THIS
INVESTIGATION AS THEY OCCUR.

BT

http://survivingstraightinc.com
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FD-302 (REV. 3-10-82)

Place of Birth (poBil

. .

-1 -

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

12/29/92

Date of transcription

| | pate of Birth (DOB)

| telephone number

|[was advised of the identity of the interviewing

agent and the purpose for the interview| | made
available the following information:

| |sTRATGHT INCORPORATED is a non-
profit organization that provides treatment and care to
adolescents in substance abuse treatment programs. The cost of
this program to the adolescents and their families is
approximately $13,000 to $14,000 for an 18 month out-patient
treatment program.

|in most cases STRAIGHT required
that the parents provide payment for their children prior to
entry into the program. STRAIGHT INCORPORATED would then bill
the insurance providers directly and receive the payment. Most
times, STRAIGHT INCORPORATED failed to notify the parents that
they were reimbursed from the insurance company, kept the funds,
thereby double billing the consumer.

STRAIGHT INCORPORATED has
facilities throughout the United States and at one time had

12 treatment centers; however, due to financial problems in the
organization and in the economy, there are only four centers
operating. The Orlando facility was closed approximately one

month age, ho ay under the
leadership of bpened SAFE SUBSTANCE
ABUSE FAMILY a e same place as STRAIGHT

Investigationon _11/21/92 at | File # _196B-0

by

SA rp* Date dictated 11/21/92

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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196B-0

Continuation of FD~302 of ___| ,On 11/21/92 | page

2

_INCORPORATED |

| | the volume of the insurance

funds to STRAIGHT INCORPORATED is anywhere from $180,000 to
$350,000 that they maintained without reimbursing to their
! patients. STRAIGHT has admitted receiving these dollars,
f however, they used these funds for their operating costs.
' as made some payments to some families, although

annot identify who received reimbursement from
STRAIGHT INCORPORATED.

[ |suggested that] |

| | be contacted

regarding the insurance fraud at this facility|
| [vas concerned about the files at this

company due to the fac believes thT_ggmpgnx_yill be
terminating its business in Decemher of 1992

http://survivingstraightinc.com
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FD-302 (REV. 3-10-82)
-1 -

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

12/29/92

Date of transcription

b6
b7C

| pate of Birth (DOB) | | B7D

Social Security Account Number (SSAN) | |
l [was advised of the

identity of the interviewing agent and the purpose for the
interview| |made available the following
information:

bé
b7C
b7D

|STRAIGHT INCORPORATED 1s a health care delivery system
which 1s countrywide and has approximately 1400 patients. It
does receive some MEDICARE/MEDICAID but predominant funding for
the program is either through the patient’s family or their
individual private insurers. The program is only out-patient- and
is for treatment of substance abuse in adolescence.
bé
The ownership of STRAIGHT INCORPORATED changed in 1987 B7C
when| urchased the company. Initially, :
things did improve, however, within the last year the company was
experiencing a severe cash flow problem. In addition to this
problem, TOM BROKOW of NBC broadcasted a 30 minute section on
television indicating that there was child abuse and patient
abuse at the STRAIGHT treatment facilities.

bé
b7C
b7D

| the average cost was $19,000 per
patient. These funds included after care and tutorlng and .
education for the patient.

bé
b7C
b7D

the management of STRAIGHT
INCORPORATED was double billing the families. The families would
make payment to STRAIGHT INCORPORATED and then STRAIGHT would
bill the insurance companies. STRAIGHT INCORPORATED did not
refund the $19,000 to the families.

bé
b7C
b7D

Investigationon 12/7/92 at | File # 196B-0
by _SA | | rp* Date dictated 12/7/92
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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196B-0

Continuation of FD~302 of | , On 12/ 7/92 , Page

2

bé
b7C
b7D

Other indivﬁdua1s_inyQlxgd_in_;ne_managgmgaz_gﬁ
ISTRAIGHT INCORPORATED were

| In August
of 1992, the STRAIGHT INCORPORATED facility in Orlando was shut
down and then reopened the following day under (o] of

SA hange of cash

did open and continues to

operate this facility] opinion that everything

but the name is STRAIGHT INCORPORATED.

[ |not all of the families were aware
that STRAIGHT received their insurance payments. The only way
they would have gained this information is if their insurance
notified them directly. STRAIGHT INCORPORATED would not notify
the patient or the patient’s family regarding this reimbursement.

[ | STRAIGHT INCORPORATED is
experlen01ng financial problems and has closed their facilities
Texas, Washlngton, Virginia, Boston and Orlando.
still involved in the management and operations of

this facility at the corporate offices in St. Petersburg,
Florida. | |]opinion that this company will
terminate it’s business on December 31, 1992.

| |could be contacted at

esides |

|address 1s |

can pe contacted at
Florida. All of the o
have filed for bankruptcy,

Lved 1n STRAIGHT INCORPORATED

I [at one time STRAIGHT INCORPORATED
was involved in development of a Hispanic bilingual program,
whereby they ordered bilingual material and had an invoice
stating that they had received approximately $95,000 worth of
equipment. |

http://survivingstraightinc.com
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196B-0

Continuation of FD-302 of , On 12/7/92

, Page 3

bé
b7C
LD

o1

b7C
b7D

Although STRAIGHT INCORPORATED is experiencin
financial difficultiesJ |

rece1v1ng over $250,000 in income and the other management
are receiving similar levels of income.

bé
b7C
b7D

|did state that]

are all "big gamblers”.

http://survivingstraightinc.com
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

3/1/93

Date of transcription

| IDate of Birth (DOB)]| .
| |was advised of the identity ooe

of the interviewing agent and the purpose of the interview.
made available the following information:

|in 1988 there was a "schism" between be
top management and the philosophy of STRAIGHT, INC. BIC
Historically, STRAIGHT, INC. did not take the assignment of

insurance on their patients, but rather the patient or their

fami full payment upon entering into the program.
When ssumed control of STRAIGHT, INC.|
incorporated the

accounting procedures of the assignment of insurance claims.

What this in fact meant, was that a patient’s parent or
themselves would assign their insurance coverage, that being BLUE
CROSS/BLUE SHIELD or any other insurance company payment to
STRAIGHT, INC. STRAIGHT, INC. then would bill the insurance
company for payment of the treatment provided by STRAIGHT, INC.

| |because of this change in b6
management philosophy, cashflow became a problem in their b7C
operations. It became apparent to him that STRAIGHT, INC. did
not have the resources to meet their expenses. At the same time
of this change, the administration also expanded their facilities
throughout the country. Therefore, STRAIGHT, INC. not only had a
reduction in their cashflow, they had increased their expenses
causing severe financial problems within the organization.

b6
b7C

| |also discontinued the
fundraising which was conducted by the parents of the patients.

’ b6
Investigationon 2/9/93 at I [ File # 196B~-NEW bic

by SA | | Date dictated 2/9/93

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FD-302a (Rev. 11-15-83)

196B-NEW

, On 2/9/93 , Page 2

Continuation of FD-302 of |

|there was numerous discussions
regarding the insurance industry issue and other expenses being
incurred by management.

| whilel |there
was a minimum amount of civil suits filed for credit balances by

MLMMEMW pavments.

he does not believe there was any intent to defraud or harm the
families of the patients seeking treatment at that program.
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Date of transcription

bé
b7C

elephone number |

| Date of Birth (DOB)| | B7D
| was advised © € identity

iewing Agent and the purpose for the interview. s
provided the following information: c &6

bé
b7C
b7D

b6
b7C
b7D

IIt was the responsibility of the Corporate

Headquarters located on Gandy Boulevard, St. Petersburg, Florida,
to monitor all of the expenses and accounts for the programs in

the United States. The
(STRAIGHT) was completed by ADP of St. Petersburg, Florida.

payroll for STRAIGHT, INCORPORATED

bé
b7C
b7TD

instituted the organizational changes of

decentralization into a centralized administrative structure.
All local operations were required to report to the Corporate
headquarters where administrative responsibilities would be

completed.

b6
b7C

b7D

Investigationon _ 4/13/93 at | | Fie# 196B-TP-28810
by SA 1lm Date dictated 4/18/93
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

http://survivingstraightinc.com




http://survivingstraightinc.com

\CLRT P B0

)

NB\ SN

9

bé
b7C



-

o

FD-302a (Rev. 11-15-83)

196B~TP-28810

Continuation of FD~302 of ,on_ 4/13/93 page

2

the treatment of the
adolescents was successful; however, there were problems in the
administrative side of the corporation. 1In 1988, STRAIGHT was
making a great deal of money and all of their expenses were paid.
Problems began to develop at STRAIGHT due to the following
reasons: Losses of numerous lawsuits or settlements from
difficulties earlier in the program at STRAIGHT. STRAIGHT had
either no insurance or had limited coverage to meet these
settlements. As a result of these lawsuits, STRAIGHT suffered
negative publicity thereby reducing admissions into the program.
Also, the expansion program that was instituted at STRAIGHT
placed a demand on the cash flow, and the change of payment
received from the clients had negative impact on the cash
reserves.

STRAIGHT attempted to obtain as much initial payments
from the patients as possible. These fees included
administration fees, testing, and a monthly fee which varied
throughout the country. The remaining balance was to be paid
nmonthly.

The patient or their families were required to subnit a
downpayment and sign their insurance claims to STRAIGHT.

|never observed a contract]

advised there was never any problem as to the correct account the
money would be credited. The problem rests in the fact that the
money was never returned to the insured. These funds were
utilized by corporate headquarters for operational expenses. It
is| belief that it was a corporate decision to
maintain these funds in their account as long as possible.

In late 1990, the cash flow problems at STRAIGHT becane
quite severe. Vendors were asking for their money, bills were
piling up while the programs were failing throughout the country.
Telephone bills and utilities, to include the food for patients,
could not be paid. Despite these factors, the managers continued
to maintain a "high level of living,"™ utilizing the business
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credit cards for personal expenses, to include travel and

dinners.

top management were utilizing
these cards for travel expenses to include trips to Las Vegas and

California. |

In addition to the utilization of the credit cards, top

management continued to receive high salaries and bonuses for
their work despite the fact the programs were failing.

| | initially STRAIGHT had ten

programs operating and fourteen satellite offices throughout the

United States| believes that all of these programs
are closed with the exception of the Atlanta, Georgia program.

The Orlando program was purchased by,

|and the

name was changed to SAFE.

| when]|

hundreds of thousands of dollars that was due to patients. The
patient and their family would only be refunded their money if

they "screamrg_lggg_gngggh." It was managements intention,
according to that when things did improve, they would

pay back the insurers their insurance money.

that decided who and what bills were paid]

individual
also

http://survivingstraightinc.com
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informed the local programs that they were not to give the

address or telephone numbers Corporate headquarters to the
insurers or the clients| ﬁid this in an effort to avoid

numerous requests for reimbursement of their insurance premiums.

| felt that STRAIGHT was
taking advantage of the patients and their families at a very

vulnerable time.
bé
| b7C

It is the opinion off b7D

were aware of everything that occurred at STRAIGHT and also
|[had knowledge of the activities.

http://survivingstraightinc.com
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From : SA
Subject: bé
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STRAIGHT, INC.,

GANDY BOULEVARD,

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA;
FBW - INSURANCE

00: TAMPA

The purpose of this memo is to request that the above
file be closed under file #196B-TP-28810 and be reopened under
the classification of a 209B case.
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FBI seeks dope
on fraud claims
at rehab center

ree people with ties
to Straight Inc. say they
have been contacted by
the federal agency.

By ANNMARIE SARSFIELD
Tribune Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG ~— A former
client and staff member. of Straight
Inc. savs the FBI is investigating al-
legations of insurance fraud at the
drug rehabilitation program.

Two parents of former clients
say they, too, were contacted ihis
week by an FBI agent and asked for
details about alleged double- and
“triple-billing by Straight, a national
program headquartered in St. Pe-
tersburg.

Straight uses intensive peer
pressure and a J2-step program sim-
itar to Alcoholics Anonymous to re-
habilitate adolescent drug users, ac-
cording to an organization bro-
chure.

The program, which closed its
St. Petersburg treatment center
about two weeks ago. has been
praised by some for saving lives
and successfully sued by others who

salleged physical abuse.

Straight also is being investigat-
ed by the state, but a spokeswoman
for the Department of Healtk and
Rehabilitative Services would not
provide details.

As a8 matter of policy, the FBI
won't confirm or deny any possible
{nvestigations, said Brian Kensel, an
FBI spokesman in Tampa. Officials
at Straight Inc. did not refurn re-
peated telephone calls.

Richard Bradbury of Tampa. the
former ciient and founder of an ac-
tivist group against Straight, said he
was shocked to receive the FRI's
call. His group has fried for years fo
prompt an investigation. he said.

having completed the Straight pro
gram — tatlies the recommenda-
tions {o determine whether the cil-
ent deserves to have additional priv-
fteges or move to the next phase of

Bradbury, scheduled tn merl
with an FBl agent Friday. said
Straight charged for services ant
rendered and double- and triple-
charged for other items. .

For example, Bradbury snid, c}-
ents in the program write datly
progress reports on other clients,
Then, a stafl member — often n
person whose only qualilication e

Date:
Edition: 5/6/93

Title:

Character:

or
Classification:
Submitting Office:
TAMPA

indexing:

b6
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Bradbury has client bills show-
ing charges of thousands of dollars
for a “daily intensive group thera-
Py conducied by clients. Althouph
the bills have an attending physi
cian listed, Bradbury said no physi
cians are invoived in the sessions.

Bradbury also said peers, nol o
doctor, do the $30¢ initial evalun-

Fees paid by parenis can range
from $10,000 to $14,000 a year, he
said, and straight tater bilis insur-
ance companies for many af the

Barbara Segraves, whose son
was in the program from 1989 to
1990, said Straigh! charged her $150
& month to cover the cost of her sop
staying in a host home. The cliente
atiend the day program at the
Straight treatment cenfer, then
spend nights with other clients’ fam

For ner ellorts as a host, Se
graves said, 1 didn’( get a cent.” At
thal fime. host parents weie cup
posed o receive $7 a day for ench
child staying in their home, she

Segraves said she also will meot
Friday with an FBi agent.
Dee Edwards, whose son wac in
the program fram 1980 to 1991, eqidt
she'll meef with the FBI this werk

.
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Critics say Straight
Inc. target of fraud

investigation

By CURTIS KRUEGER

Times Staff Writer
ST. PETERSBURG — The-controver-
sial drug treatment progr: traight Inc.,

which may be preparing to close its nation-
al headquarters here, is being investigated
by the FBI for possible insurance fraud, say
two critics of the program.

Richard Bradbury, a former Straight
client and staff member, and Barbara Se-
graves, the mother of a former client, said
they had been questioned by the FBI. Both
said the questions were related to insur-
ance fraud.

Bradbury, who has formed a network of -

former clients and others who oppose
Straight, said he was to meet with the FBI

Tampa division, would not confirm or deny
an investigation.

At the organization’s national head-
quarters in St. Petersburg, a woman who
answered the phone Thursday said the
office was closing soon. She declined to
give her name. The organization’s sign had
been taken down and a “for sale” sign was
posted.

Wesley Pennington, president of
Straight, at first denied that the natlonal
office would be closing.

After being told that a staff member
had said otherwise, he said, “Well, then,
take your lead from them.” He declined to
comment further.

" Last week, Straight closed its St. Pe-

today. He said he was asked “to bring the
documentation and other information re-
lated to insurance fraud.”

Bradbury contends the ofganization
bills people for doctor-supervised therapy
when doctors actually havent been pres-
ent.

Mrs. Segraves, whose son was in the
program in 1989 and 1990, said she acted
as a host mother, allowing other clients to
stay in her home. However, she said she
was not paid as promised. She estimated
the cost of her son’s treatment at about
$10,000 and said he has needed additional
counseling to get over the humiliating
treatment he received.

Larry Curtin, special agent in the FBI's

_tersburg area ofﬁce which had the capaci-

ty for 100 clients but had only 16.

Straight has won national acclaim, as
well as national controversy, because of its
methods. Nancy Reagan, former President
George Bush, former Dallas Cowboys
quarterback Roger Staubach and psycholo-
gist Joyce Brothers have promoted the
program, which operates on the theory
that drug-dependent youths need to get
into a drug-free environment and experi-
ence peer pressure to stay off drugs.

But critics say the organization has
relied on abusive methods that included
the humiliation of clients, and that some of
the adolescents in the program were
struck by staff.
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The program has run into problems:
with regulatory officials in several states. .
In Florida, the state Department of Health
and Rehabilitative Services is investigating

‘Straight. :

Virginia officials announced in 1991°
that they would not renew a Straight cen-’
ter’s license because the program alleged-,
ly had failed to provide proper education,”
had allowed clients to be improperly re-
strained and had made mistakes in evaluat-.
ing client progress. So the center moved to.
Maryland, and then closed last year, =

Despite the controversy over its meth-.
ods, Straight officials have consistently
blamed the economy for declining enroll-
ment. :

http://survivingstraightinc.com
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

female, Place of Birth (POB) |

Date of Birth (DOB)|

5/21/93

Date of transcription

=

Social Security Account Number (SSAN)|

. address |

[was advised of the identitv of the int
€ purpose for the interview

iewlng Agent and
provided the

following information:

STRATGHT INCORPORATED (STRAIGHT) |

|becam§ involved with

thdre im fr the prodram

| was admitted inﬁg_jim;__
remained at this facility until

|
STRAIGHT pTQgramI - |
lwhen withdrew him from

| was refe

ed t T

HT e

Pediatrician]|

lcould not recall specific details of the

initial interview because of her "state of mind" at the time she

was admitting her son to the program.

She does recall that upon

entering the program she was immediately separated from her son

and later learned that he was removed fro

m the grounds ey
before she execute issions papers initial
interview was with HT. A drug screening or

test was conducted; however

en

results." Eventually|

lobtained

test which indicated there was no dj
admission into the STRAIGHT program
with her son for four months following|

| kdvised tha
and problems while 1n STRAIGHT.

had to "fight for the

possession of the drug

ﬂxni_in_her_ﬁon’s system upon
had no contact

F her son suffered various abuses

| Although|

attempted

to keep her son in school by doing the homework and other
projects, STRAIGHT personnel informed her to withdraw from public

43

Investigation on 5/6/93 at File # B-TP-28810- \O
0L

by SA im Date dictated 5/12/93
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school §vstem| I

| pid have Tmmaimnmnﬂ_hsalth
insurance for her son through |
could not state what the actual cost of the program was because
the charges were always changing. She was never informed of the
host home fees upon admission into the program. On one occasion
when she was a week late on the host home fees her son was not

allowed to eat.

|has

been in contact with| |who did

i inst STRAIGHT; however, according to
has been told by other lawyers not |
any € suil against STRAIGHT. It is the opinion of

that this occurred and no one is addressing the problems of
STRAIGHT because it is owned by "big totem poles" to include
various attorneys, wealthy individuals, and judges in Pinellas
County.

| !made available a copy of| [to the
investigative Agent.

had no interaction with the corporate
headquarters. All interactions with STRAIGHT had to go through

the chain of command, which included the program that—your—ehtid w 20
was admitted. Bty ebuldv

A}Luqu‘ﬁZZafwwur
In reference to insurance cover realized
that the cgverage, or bills being sent to 1fferent in the
amounts uggﬂfcomlng to her. On numerous occasions she

attempted to get copieg of the bills and_explanations of the
services, however, % was unsuccessful| |aida 1ater

learn that BLUE CROSS/BLUE SHIELD was only willing t
payment for services outside of STRAIGHT, to include

http://survivingstraightinc.com
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[believed that she did execute
overnment insurance documents during the initial interview with
—" Y @882 owes STRAIGHT |

[ |advised that onel_n_f_\'_b.e_rﬁI b6
AG‘/ a b7C

for a b7D

complete evaluation of] while he was at STRAIGHT.
@ advised that they did go to after he was
Yeleased from STRAIGHTI |

| At no time did her son see, nor
was he evaluated by, a| fhile a client at

STRAIGHT.

) 'http':'//s.urvivingstraightinc.com
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5/21/93

Date of transcription

I white female, Date of Birth (DOB)

l [Place~of Birth (POBII ISoc1§TSm;mL|

|was advised of /gxs
the identity of the interviewing Agent and the purpose for the
interview.

| | became involved in STRAIGHT
INCORPORATED (STRAIGHT) when| |was

admitted into the proaram in |

| | who admitted | |
into the program, had promised their family a scholarship to the

nxggxam_hggauﬁg_;hgx_rere unable to meet the cost of care for
did attend the initial interview with[___|

fwhen| was being admitted into the

program.

|STRAIGHT FOUNDATION INCORPORATED
is the holding company for STRAIGHT. STRAIGHT FOUNDATION
possesses the assets, while STRAIGHT has the liabilities of the
group.

| |when STRAIGHT closed their
Maryland office they simply vacated the premises an
files and the office in disarray |
believes the STRAIGHT office in Houston, Texas was closed because

of insurance fraud]| | would make available
to the investigating Agent a copy of the STRAIGHT television
investigative report, which highlights the various allegations

Investigationon 5/5/93 atl I File # 196B-TP-28810

by __SA hm Date dictated 5/12/93

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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against the management, and other individuals employed at
STRAIGHT in reference to insurance fraud and physical abuse of
the clients.

http://survivingstraightinc.com
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5/21/93

Date of transcription

“

white female, Date_gf Birth (DOB)

| [ PTace of Birth (,lz_qg)_L___I Social Security
Account Number (SSAN) | | address |

was advised of the identity of the
interviewing Agent and the purpose for the interview |
then made available the following information:

became involved in STRAIGHT
in When she admitted her son

to the program for drug abuse| |
beside herself" with the behavior of her son and his drug usage,
thereby creating g " i i "
response to this
travelled to STRAIGHT with| [Eo admit him iInto t
‘;upgﬁam. During the course of the initial interview with

she was required to put a downpayment of $4,000.

Iinformeg |at
this time that she had no insurance and would need fipancial
assistance in the cost of treatment for her son advised
that there was scholarship programs supported by different
corporations to include FLORIDA POWER and GENERAL ELECTRIC, which
was to assist disadvantage families in obtaining care at
STRAIGHT ecall signing numerous documents during
this interview with but she cannot recall specific details.
She does recall the ent was to be applied for drug
testing fo Testing was done to determine
what drugs were being utilized by her son and how much damage to
his body had occurred. Aiiroximately thirty to sixty days after

the initial admission began to receive bills directly

from ALLIED DRUG LAB for the testing of her son]  |could
: not understand why she was receiving these bills because she

! believed that they should have been covered in the cost of the

Investigationon 5/5/93 at L File # 196B-TP-28810

by SA 1m Date dictated 5/12/93
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b7C
b7D

$4,000 downpayment at STRAIGHT. 1In addition to these costs, the
testing was not done upon the admission of her son[ifff:fif:]
program, but rather approximately sixty days later was
never informed as to why it took two months to test her son.

Throughout this period continually contacted
[lregar

i e schola i aillable for treatment.
Eventuall informed that there were no scholarships
o)

available T her son.

| lnost of her contact was with[:::]

[:::::]The parents were not allowed to contact tTf:fffffffﬁe e
headquarters or the corporate building directly knows b7D
thati |were part of the

headquarters management team; however, she had no contact with
then.

| b6
b7C
b7D

|at no time was she told that the
cost of care at the program. There was the initial payment of
$4,000 and then a monthly fee which, upon admission, did not
mention a host family fee. This fee was for the cost of honsing
her child in a home other than her own.

bé
b7C
7D

|although STRAIGHT was
aware of the fact that she did not have insurance or the finances Ei,
to pay for this treatment, they continued to bill her for b7D
|lhad no information

housing, treatment, and drug testing
regarding| and again reiterated the parents were not
allowed to have contact with the corporate office.

hifb://survivingstraightihc.corﬁ
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. . b6
After removing her son from the program] b7C
determined that this program was not what it appeared to be, b7D

does recall dealing with | | b6

regardi lnancing arrangements for the cost of her son’s B7C
btained the bills which wererguggggnging for b7D
and telephonically contacted to come

into the STRAIGHT office to discuss these bills id

travel to STRAIGHT on Gandy Boulev had a discussion with
Durlng this dlscus51on[:iff:if%]informedtf::ff:f]that
ot runni meal ticket for indigent parents.
[ff:fif:?;nﬁnxne?i that she was promised a scholarship
whereby state ere was no such program. At this point,
[ ]did pull him up and across the table in frustration of
wha saying and th nt regarding her ability to
payi;?f:fif::ithen calledf:ffffffja "bitch and stupid." At this

poin felt it would be better if she left the office,
thereby exiting| Pffice, she then "grabbed her son from
the program and too im homre."

http://survivingstraightinc.com
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The followi investigation was conducted by Special
Agen on April 28, 1993, in Clearwater, b6
Florida: b7cC

\

l telephone number (904) 488-1225,

Department of Health and Rehabilitation Services, Tallahassee,
Florida, advised he is currently involved in a state

investigation targeting STRAIGHT, INCORPORATED of St. Petersburg,
Florida. The focus ofE::::::::knvestigation is allegations of
child abuse, licensing procedures, and other drug rehabilitation
treatment procedures forwarded by STRAIGHT, INCORPORATED. [ 1]
stated that although his department is not investigating any

areas of insurance fraud, he has been told by individuals that

this did occur at STRAIGHT, INCORPORATED.

b6

provided the following names and telephone b7C

numbers of individuals who may have information regarding the
insurance fraud at STRAIGHT, INCORPORATED:

1. | I |

Telephone number:

Had a son in the program in Orlando, Florida and

the insurance company paid 100 percent of the treatment costs.
[;;::::::jdid make a cash payment to STRAIGHT, INCORPORATED, b6
owever,

she was not reimbursed. b7cC
2. |
Telephone number: |
3. Family
octher— Pirst N nknown
son: | I
| |was in the facility and has documents ESC

regarding possible insurance ud. She can be reached at
telephone number

4.LT
elephone number: |

5. | |
Telephone number:

;Eﬁi,B—Tp-QﬁfilO*ﬂg /
oy BT

\/J\Q cbe’\(\*
;é?) b6
«in| © pic
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

5/20/93

Date of transcription

r_________J |white m i
|Place of Birth (POB) | bé
' ; SAN) | I homLa.d.d::es.s_l s
telephone number]

was advised of the identity of the interviewing Agent and the

pur
_Was
then provided the following information:
| | first became acquainted with b6
STRAIGHT, INCORPORATED when he was | |years old and was | b7C
b7D

admitted as a client into the facility. At this time
was in the program and he believed that he was going to a

counsel Pmamnmmmmgn_hmmm_mm
Rrodram

| informed him that "STRAIGHT
" Because of these problems, an

actually a

bé

| |upon his admission, his parents e
were told that if he did not accept admittance into STRAIGHT b -
INCORPORATED |would bée dismissed from the progranm.

Investigationon 5/7/93 at Clearwater, Florida File # 196B~TP-28810
. bé
by SA 1m Date dictated 5/14/93 b7C

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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Continuation of FD-302 of . On 5/ 7/ 93 , Page 2

Clients in the facility are responsible for doing "everything” at
STRAIGHT INCORPORATED. The sessions last all day, and they are
sometimes only fed peanut butter sandwiches.
b6
b7C
| | b7D

[ [ primary
focus has been on the physical abuse suffered by the clients of
STRAIGHT INCORPORATED. During his involvement in this activity,

did discover evidence of insurance fraud on the part of
STRAIGHT INCORPORATED.

| |the cost varied among families
and there is no set policy regarding the cost of care. Parents o
are required to pay entry fees and host family fees. STRAIGHT b7D
does retain all the funds at corporate headquarters|

|STRAIGHT INCORPORATED developed
after the closure of a drug program identified as "SEED". On
October 13, 1989, the foundation for STRAIGHT INCORPORATED was
dissolved. The financial operation of STRAIGHT INCORPORATED b6
utilized C&S BANK in St. Petersburg, Florida. STRAIGHT ig
FOUNDATION was a holding company which maintained the assets, and

STRAIGHT CORPORATED was involved with the program and the
clients.| |was the National Executive, and
| [was the Comptroller for STRAIGHT INCORPORATED.
STRAIGHT INCORPORATED is also known as STRAIGHT NATIONAL
CORPORATION, and their assets are held by the STRAIGHT
FOUNDATION. I_ |
loangd STRAIGHT

3 3 e RA

FOUNDATION is
and |
. b6
| |has no contact with the b7C
headquarters of STRAIGHT INCORPORATED. b7D

STRAIGHT is not a BLUE CROSS/BLUE
SHIELD provider. Many times STRAIGHT would bill an insurance
company when the clients were not treated by a trained or

http://survivingstraightinc.com
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Continuation of FD-302 of

, On 5/7/93 , Page

licensed practitioner.

The treatment was administered by clients

in the program and letters signed by Fszchiatrists and social

workers who did not treat the clients

id provide

handwritten notes of former clients which he had obtained from
the trash in Orlando, which were utilized to evaluate the client.

Upon admission, STRAIGHT administrators would inform
the parents of the clients thai thev were BLUE CROSS/BILUE SHIELD
providers and JACHO accredited STRAIGHT
INCORPORATED was not licensed for psychological treatment, but
rather drug and alcohol or substance abuse problems.

The Orlando, Florida program of STRAIGHT has recently

been converted to SAFE.

I1nr?ted at

telephone

andi telephone

number

should be contacted regardlng

allegatlons of insurance fraud. ndividuals who have
Imgmnwurance fraud are

http://survivingstraightinc.com
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O Pending [ Closed
Date
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bé
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RECHARGE Date

To From

k]

o X [
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20 [a]

Date charged

Employee
Location
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NEWS FROM THE ADMINISTRATUR

Hello, and best wishes for 1989 to
all of you.

First of all, we have our
Jacksonville Family Service Center
office fully operational now that
cour FSC Manager, Mr. Roger Gref,
is fully trained and on-site at '
the 9140 Golfside Drive location.
This Baymeadows Area office will
serve as our Jacksonville referral
center and will also serve as the
weekly evening meeting location
for the Greater Jacksonville
Parents. The new local telephone
number in Jacksonville is (904)
733-0039.

Next, we will continue to spread
the word on STRAIGHT wvia the TV
media. BLAB TV, the Pinellas
County Cable call-in talk show,
has been selected for a thirteen
-week term beginning Thursday,
Fabruary 9th, at 9:00 to 10:00 PM,
and each Thursday thereafter
through May 4th. BLAB TV
broadcasts on Paragon Cable
Channel 9 and Vision Cable Channel
5. This is a Community Advisory
Board project and we need your
help, too. (cont. to page 2)

GIBLING RAP GETTING BETTER

Evie Pijanowski reports that
Sibling Rap 1is looking for peopile
and ideas to help make a great -
program for the siblings. Because
of the wide age difference between
the children who participate in
this rap, a variety of rap topics
and activities need to be made
available. If you have skills or

activities you would be willing to
share at the sibling rap, please
contact Evie.

256,084 (106) 8/86

STRAIGHT YT

Newsletter of the STRAIGHT / Tampa Bay Parent Booster Club

FEBRUARY 1989

DIME THEREPY LIST PUBLISHED

Jeanie Tondreault has graciously
assumed the responsibility for
maintaining and printing a Dime
Therepy list for parents. Please
be sure to put your name on the
list and keep the information
current. This list is great for
support phone calls - to make and
to receive. Use it often. You can
get a list at the front desk or at
the Monday and Friday meetings.

BINGO NEEDS SUPPORT |

Bingo is vital to the support of
Straight. It needs and deserves
support from each Straight family.
A copy of the new teams has been

. distributed and can be obtained

from the front desk. If you have
questions about your team orxr
obligations, please contact your
team captain.

I1f, for any reason, you cannot show
up for your scheduled days, you
must make sure you arrange to trade
with another parent. It is your
responsibility to make these
arrangements. Parents who fail to
follow the established Bingo
procedure will be started over in
the required raps to obtain Second
Phase.

BE GRATEFUL.........

When you arise in the morning, give
thanks for the morning light. Give
thanks for your life and strength.
Give thanks for your food, and give
thanks for the joy of living. And
if perchance you see no reason to
give thanks, rest assured the fault
is in yocurself.
Wabasha, Chief of Santee
Sioux

http://survivingstraightinc.com
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continued from page 1'.

\
We will be inviting parents, kids

\J,and Community Adwvisory Board

Members to appear on these live
shows.

Ms. Betty Sembler has already
accepted our invitation to appear

on the initial show on February
9th. Dr. G. Dematte will appear
on February 16th, Susan and Texrry
Brimmer on February 23rd, and Pat
List on March 2nd. We will

be asking for more guests on the
§ubsequent shows. Please call me
if you can help us in any way on
this special community awareness
project. . :

Then too, we thank all of the
parents, staff, and Community
Advisory Board Members who helped
make the HSN Christmas Eve
Telethon, the J.C. Penney Golf
Classic, and the

P. Buckley Moss Art Gala all very
successful for STRAIGHT. The
extra time, efforts and
commitment on these special
projects truly reflects your
dedication to the success of our
Program.

R i

TOUGH LOVE GROUPS
SUPPLEMENT STRAIGHT

Tough Love is a parent support
groups that meets at various
places, usually in churches, in
?ampa and St. Pete. One meeting
1s at St. John's Episcopal Church
in Hyde Park on Tuesday evenings
at 7:33. The meeting usually
lasts two hours. This is a time
when parents can share
experiences and vroblem-solving
techniques. Literature and
audiovisual aids are available
from the grcup.

'HDST HOME SUPPORT

Host Home’:.

Support Committee

This parent group is designed to
offset expenses that are incurred
by each of our host homes on .
behalf of our kids. It supports
First Phase and Phase Review
clients only. At this time, host
homes suporting children in
Second Phase and above are
responsible for contacting
parents of those children
directly.

A host home table is being
staffed by parents at the
STRAIGHT meetings every Monday
and Friday to collect gift
certificates and Host Home
sheets. Parents of children on
First Phase or Phase Review are
obligated to bring gift
certificates in the amount of
$7.00 per night for each day the
child is in a host home. These
are turned in to the Host Home
Support table at the meeting and
are then forwarded to the

““appropriate host home.

_ When children on Second Phase and

above are sent to a host home,
the parents of these children
should be responsible for giving
the money or gift certificates
directly to the host home parent.

A POEM' By Gwen Coleman

I look and see behind my eves
that navy blue mass

Speckled with silver and gold But
I am told so little.

Yet a small overpowering voice
screams from my gut

that this is where I belong. And
I believe it. I wonder

What I will find.

And how far goes my mind.

Will I go away and touch my wish
Find the place of my desire

To discover what is unknown

And grown so.

http://survivingstraightinc.com
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FIVE ON FIVE: THE POSITIVE SIDE OF
RELAPSE

By Patti and Larry Barnes

when our family commenced the
Straight Program, we left the
building hoping we would be part
of the 60 percent who stayed
straight. We had been an active
family and spent nearly a year in
those blue»chairs.

My husband and I continued to
work on ourselves after we
commenced by remaining active
Straight alumni and by attending
Alanon meetings. But Larry Jr.
relapsed. RAfter a period of time
when his problems grew worse,
Larry decided to return to
Straight. We met this request
with enthusiasm and support but
we were cautious. Realizing that
I had been an enablexr to Larry in
the past, we decided. that this
time Larry's decision and hard
work would have to take him
through the program. We decided
it was best for Larry to make the
sacrifice of hosting out and
living out of a suitcase instead
of living comfortably at home
with a mother who wanted to make
everything perfect, including the
perfect host home. Larry had
taken a lot of pride in his host
home the first time he came
through the program. When Larry
came through the program the
first time, I remember how

°

Page 3

relieved we were to have this
great kid home and we probably
overdid everything. I wanted to
be a strong host mom. But this
time, Larry's pride would need to
come from his own efforts,
without the host home.

I think I might have insight
about how program graduates

feel when they come back. It
really strengthens your program
and enthusiasm when you come back
to Straight and give out to
others. It helps to remind you
of where you have been and the
mistakes you made the first time
around. Now you have a second
chance. I have met a new set of
friends and the numbers are
constantly growing as the kids
enter aftercare.

We have all heard that relapse is
part of the disease, but it may
also be part of the cure.

SPEAKERS' BUREAU, AT WORK

The Speakers' Bureau consists of
about 20 parents who will take
one or two phasers into the
community to tell about Straight;
how unmanagable our family lives
had become; and how things are
going now. The parent will
introduce the background of

ued to page & |
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Straight and the kids g The kids
do most of the talking ‘(about 20
to 30 minutes of presentation.)
Most audiences have many
questions. These presentations
can help other parents identify
problems in their own families.

We speak to churches, Sunday
school classes, middle and high
schools, service clubs (Rotary,
Sertoma, Kiwanis, etc.)
businesses, colleges, homeowners'
associations, or small groups of
neighbors in our homes.

The parent group is the number
one referral source for future
clients and also a source of
information to parents about some
of the signs of drug use in their
children.

The speaking engagement that came
to my service club meant very
much to me. 1A client was telling
about behaviorial patterns very
similar to our son. About one
month after hearing about
Straight at this meeting, we
entered treatment.

Some future speaking engagements
are Girl Scouts, Shore Crest
Parent Bssociation, Rotary Club,
T.V. Stations, and a church.
Many schools are still in demand.

I encourage any parent wanting to
be on the Speakers' Bureau to see
Teri Hellmer or myself. All
parents are encouraged to arrange
speaking engagements for the
bureau, even if you don't feel
like speaking right now.

Terry Brimmer
Addiction is like a coiled
sexrpent which strikes with such
ferocity it leaves the victim
powerless.

' Vo
-RENTS' ghKEND Page 4

"Ta Thine Ownself
Be True"

By Janice Dashler

The first big issue to come up
for me was priorities. Should

I take time off from work to
attend a Parent Weekend? I
needed the money from my Saturday
Part Time Job but I needed to
attend the Parent Weekend. I had
just opened my host home and was
full of fear about whether I'd be
able to handle it. This was a
good motivating force to attend
the required Parent Weekend.I had
heard plenty of ominous sounding
comments about Parent Weekend and
asking for further information
was told,"You have to go to find
out. It's a secret." This only
made the event sound more scary
to me.

I decided to go with an open
mind, see what I could learn and
take some risks. So the first
night, I wasn't surprised about
the things we were asked to do.

I decided to txy and be the best
participant I could be. Saturday
was a long, hard day and I worked
on my attitude about family and
personal issues. I was tired
when I got home Saturday night
and my head was buzzing with all
that had happened. Sunday was
easier for me. Now I knew what
to expect.

Don't get irritated about not
knowing what parent weekend is.
You will grow and learn much
about yourself and issues that
yvour family needs to deal with.
Leave yourself free to devote all
of yourself to this growing
experience.

You will learn some humility,
dig into your feelings,
awareness, see what pushes your
buttons and appreciate the
program you've invested yourself

"L%fe is what happens
while you're making
other plans.”

in. Your love and respect for
your kid will grow.

http://survivingstraightinc.com
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STRAIGHT, INC.
DIME THERAFY LIST

NAME FHONE

Girl
Roy
Boy
Girl
GFirl
Eh:-y
Boys
Boys
Eh:'y
Girl
Eh:l_y
GFirl
Boy
Sirl
Hirl
Hirl
Hirl
Boy
Eoy
Eirl
Boy
Bx::y’
Eh:ly
Hirl
By
Hirl
Girl

w
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Hirl
Boy
Boy
BEJY
Bl:ry
Eh:ly
Boy
Bl:ly
Bu:ly
Boys
Hirl
Boy
Girl
Bl:ly
Firl
Hirl
Eh:ny
Eh:ly
Boy
Boy
any
GHirl
H5irl
Boy
Boy
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STRAIGHT, INC.
DIME THERAFY LIST

FHONE

EHirl
Hirl
FHirl
Boy
EHirl
Girl
Hirl
Boy
Hirl
Boy
Hirl
Boy

GEirl
Boy
GEirl
Boy
Girl
Boy
EHirl
Hirl
Bl:ly
Hirl
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Community Improvement, Inc.
' A Non-Profit Organization
104 E. Fowler Ave. Tampa, FL 33612

NATIONAL SUPPORT GROUP
NETWORK FOR VICTIMS OF STRAIGHT

Dear Friends: 5/24/91

The National Support Group Network for Victims of Straight
has several important announcements which we feel will be of

benefit to you:

1) On June 05, 1991 at 7:00 p.m. at our headquaters
address, 104 East Fowler Avenue, Suite 203, in Tampa,(see
enclosed map), lLinda Vester of Channel 8 News will be
interviewing families including parents, former clients,
siblings, and others about their experiences with the
Straight Organization and at the Straight Facility.

It is very important that you and/or your family attend this
media event; this way we can inform the general public of the
abuses which take place at the Straight Facility; by so
doing, we hope to prevent others from suffering the effects
of abuse. Also, we hope to eventually stop the free flow of
income Straight receives from its victims through its
dangerous 'and deceptive methods.

Please contact our office by phone preferably before June 04,
1991[(813)~931-8028] so we can arrange to have adequate
seating available. If a representative from the support group
is unavailable, please leave your name and telephone number
so we may contact you. If you wish to speak to the media but
would prefer to remain anonymous, the reporters will see to
it that your face is " blacked out” and your voice altered
during taping.

2) On June 26, 1991, at 7:00p.m. we will have attorney Karen
Barnett speak at our headquaters. Ms. Barnett will be
speaking to our support group to give us an overview of our
legal rights as they relate to Straight and the abuses which
took place there. This meeting will be free of charge,
R.S.V.P. Please understand Ms.Barnett will not be able to
answer specific questions on specific cases; however, she
should be able to give general answers and guidance which
will be beneficial to the whole group. Also understand she
will not be here to solicit clients; she is doing this as a
service to us.

3) We are attempting to establish a committee of 5-6 people
(former clients, parents, or siblings) in every county in
which a Straight was or is located. This would allow us to
hold support group meetings and provide necessary services to
any who feels they need help or guidance to deal with the
effects of Straight's abuse. For more information, you may
visit or call our office as indicated above.

http://survivingstraightinc.com




4)

5)

If you are one of the families against which Straight has
filed a lawsuit and are requiring legal services, but are
unable to afford such services because of a financial
situation, you may contact Gulf Coast Legal Services
located in Pinellas County. Their telephone number is
{Clearwater 813-443-0657, St.Pete 813-821-0765).

The National Support Group Network for Victims of Straight
has a monthly operating budget of $240.00 or a yearly

‘total of $2,880.00. We would greatly appreciate your

financial assistance in our fight against Straight. We
have sustained the organization thus far on veluntary
donations from individuals; however, with your help, we
could offer a wider range of services and benefits. We
recently completed the documentation necessary to be a
tax-exempt organization; therefore, your donation is tax-
deductible. All of our staff and administrators are
volunteers. This allows your full contribution to go
directly to services we can offer you. Such services
include abuse investigations, support group meetings,
consultations with professional counselors, legal
research, mailings, and other services, all of which are
available for you as you request them. If you desire to
help us financially, please make your check payable to:
Community Improvement, Inc., c/o National Support Group
Network for Victims of Straight, 104 East Fowler Avenue,
Suite #203, Tampa , Florida 33612. If you would like more
detailed financial information, please feel free to
contact our office.

Once again thank you for your support in our fight against
the dangerous and powerful Straight organization. Please
help us as we strive to protect future generations from
abuse at the hands of this reprehensible, incompetent

organization.

Community Improvement, Inc.
National Support Group
Network for Victims of Straight

http://survivingstraightinc.com
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ST. PETERSBURG TIMES

THE POSTING TO SPAIN

RS

Roast diplomat

They've been ridiculed in the
U.S. Senate and stung by editori-
als. Now, St. Petersburg develop-
ers Mel Sembler and Joe Zappala
are being skewered by cartoonist
Garry Trudeau in Doonesbury.

Sembler and Zappala have been
nommatﬁ by President ush\to
s/erve as ambassadors to Aus
and Spain, respectiveiy. Demo-
cratic senators have criticized the

ppointments as political rewards

r the generous financial support
the.two men gave Bush, Each con-
tributed_more than $100,000 to
Bush's presidential campaxgn _anl
were among his ney-raisers
nationwide.

The Doonesbury strip, syndi-
cated .in about 900 newspapers

Today’s strip opens with an
auctioneer closing the bidding for
the diplomatic appointment to
Spain. “The posting to Spain is
sold to Mr. Zappala at $100,000,”
the auctioneer says. The auction-
eer then reminds the winning bid-
der that speaking the language of

e host country is a requirement
of\the job. Asked if he understands,
the winning bidder replies, “Uh
. /. Oui! Da! You betcha!”

Zappala has been criticized be-
cause he doesn’t speak Spanish.
His defenders, including Florida
Republican Sen. Connie Mack,
point out that Zappala speaks Ital-
ian and is learning Spanish.

including the St. Petersburg Times, Please see DOONESBURY 8B

Doonesbury

from 1B

In Wednesday's strip, a charac-

ter bearing a remarkable likeness -
to Sembler captures the appoint-

ment to Australia- with a bid of
$110,000. Someone asks whether
he has a connection to Australia.
“No, no,” he says. “I just promised
the kids a country where they
could surf.” i

The Senate Foreign Relations
Committe€. Jast month recom-

" mended. confitmation of Zappala,

by 10-9, and recommended Sem-
bler’s nomination on a voice vote.
The two nominations will come up
for Senate confirmation when Con-
gress reconvenes after Labor Day.

Sembler ‘and ‘Zappala, who have

refused newspaper interviews
while their nominations are pend-
ing, could not be reached.

Sembler conveyed a one-sen-

tence response through his execu-

, tive secretary: “You really need a ,
good sense of humor when you get

into politics.”

In Saturday’s strip, an ambas-

sador-designate to Denmark is
congratulated. “Denmark isn’t just

- gaining a Bush campaign supporter

— they're getting a dear friend of -
the administration,”. says a cock
tail party gueést. “Yeah“*yeah

guess that’s right,” the character

says. “Actually, I gave $100, 000

to the Democrats, too.”

Adds his wife: “Just in case.
We've been dying to get out of
Texas.”

http://survivingstraightinc.com

E 18 S0LD 10 R ZAPPALA
’1 . i
Doonesbury rakes nominees Sembler, Zappala :
By BILL MOSS this week satirizes the political ap- ;
Times Statt Writer pointments of the Bush administra- -
tion. 3
i
g
i




< .1 45 )66 SQ. MILES
UIBBEAN BEACHFRONT..

Zust 22, (23 A

HAUNTINGLY
BEAUTIFUL, IT
FEATYRES BALMY
WEATHER , AMIABLE
LOCALS AND A

VIBRANT CULTURE...

DOONESBURY

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, AS
YOU KNOW, THE PROCEEDS
FROM TONIGHTS AUCTION
BENEFIT A YERY WORTHY
CAUSE, S0ID LIKETD 4
SEE SOME SPIRITED
BIDDING ON THIS LOT!
LETS BEGIN, SHALL @
wez

'7;/5 POSTING TD SPAN
V' /5 SOLDTOMR. ZAPPALA,

AT #100,000!

"R

PIS STNDATE ® 1Y . B Trodon

AS ALWAYS, T MUST INFORM
THE BUYER THAT FEDERAL.
LAW REQUIRES THAT
AMBASSADORS SHOULD 4
POSHESS (LEARLY

THIS WOULD INCLUPE
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Nominee’s =
sister was

drug dealer

{Y\N L« (C{ é/
By IVAN J. HATHAWAY
and BRUCE DUDLEY
Tribune Staff Writers

TAMPA — The sister of the
newly appointed U.S. ambassador to
Spain is a convicted cocaine dealer
who agreed to testify against other
drug dealers to avoid prison.

Joseph Zappala is chairman of
the Florida Republican Party Victo-
ry Committee, the chief fund-raising -~
arm of the state GOP. He is co-
founder and current president of
Straight Inc., which operates drug-
rehabilitation centers. -

Meanwhile, his older sister, A_n-
gela Zappala Lee, 56, lives in anoth-
er state for her own protection. She
makes regular trips back to circuit
court in Tampa to comply with her
part of a deal that landed her five
years probation instead of at least
15 years in prison.

Lee was busted with 2 pounds of
cocaine in July and began cooper-
ating soon after, but prosecutors say
they didn’t even know she was Zap-

¢

pala’s sister until a few weeks ago, s

after they cut the deal.

Zappala didn’t return telephope - :

calls Tuesday. His secretary sald. he
wouldn’t comment.

But Bruce Baynard, who ldend-
tied himself as an associate of Zap-
pala’s, said the Pinellas County
developer is not close to his sister
and didn't know about her problems
unti} about a8 week ago.

He said the arrest {llustrates
why Zappsala is so committed to his
work with Straight.

“This gives all the more reason
to get rid of drugs,” Baynard said. It
shows that the drug problem “touch-
es all aspects of socie

President Bush appolnted Zaﬁ-
pala ambassador to Spain on Feb. -

See DEFENDANT, Page 87

Defend®nt
assists in
drug cases

# From Page 1B

13. The FBI is conducting a back-
ground check and the appointment
must be reviewed by the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee. No
time has been scheduled.

. Jeanie Austin, former Florida
Republican Party chairwoman and
now vice chairwoman of the nation- r
al.Republican Party, said Lee’s s
prpblems shouldn't affect Zappala's Apgela Lee received a lighter
chances to be ambassador. sentence in exchange for her

_“It blows my mind,” Austin said. testimony.

“You pick your friends. You doen't
pick your family.”

I‘ee got into trouble when a con- and had the ConneCﬂonS to harm
fidential informant went to Hillsbor- Butcher if she didn't play along.
ough sheriff's detectives with word Prosecutors didn't try to disprove
that “Angela” was moving cocaine Butcher’s account.

from her rented home at 5462 Pen- Baynard, Zappala's associate,
tall Circle, northwest of Carroll- said the story that Zappala and Lee
wood. had lunch with Bush was “absolute-

" Detectives raided the home July 1y fabricated.”

27 a_nd tound 2 pounds of cocaine Felony division chief Stephen
stashed in her bathtub, a scale on Crawford said prosecutors were not

the kitchen counter and $30,000 in concerned with Lee’s relatives.
her bedroom. “Earlier this month we flew her

“Lee then agreed to provide “sub- into town for depositions and that’s

stantial assistance” to_law-enforces-_When we found out,” Crawford said.
ment in_exchange for probation. “But we really don't care. It had

While she was turning in other co- DO\etfect on her prosecution and,

Caine dealers, her brother was lorthat matter, in the Butcher case,

working as a major fund-raiser for It had no effect on the jury.”
Bush’s presidential cam|

thé campaign and was co-chairman’ and the decision (to offer her pro-
of the successful effort to raise $25 Dbation) had been made before we
million._for the_new-president. knew who her brother was,” Craw-
Zappala, 8 55-year-old land de- ford said.
veloper and lnvestor, also teamed Two brothers went on trial two
with fellow Pinellas developer Mel Weeks ago in what have come to be
Sembler to raise money for Bush’s called “the Let cases.” They were
inaugural. acquitted. No pne questioned Lee
Last week, Lee was back in &bout her relan'onshlp to Zappals
Tampa testitying in one of at least a  during that trial.
half-dozen drug cases she helped Four more defendants in “the
make. Monday night, a jury convict: Lee cases” awalt trial this spring.
ed s 30-year-old mother of three, Lee pleaded guilty Nov. 21 to
who had no prior record. trafficking in more than 400 grams
As the father comforted, the ©f cocaine. Circuit Judge Edward H.
wailing children, a judge handed Ward sentenced her to two years
Kim Butcher a mandatory 15-year house arrest followed by five years
sentence for conspiring to deliver probation.
more than 400 grams of cocaine. The judge ordered that Lee sub-
. Butcher, testifying in her own it fo random drug screens, under-
defense, sald Lee coerced and &0 @ drug evaluation, receive
threatened her into helping with-a treatment it necessary.and perform
drug deal. Butcher said Lee told her 100 hours of community service.
she and her brother joined Bush for The house arrest portion of the
lunch when he campaigned for sentence was ehminatedf*when law-
president in Tampa. yers told the judge that :
Butcher said Lee made her fead to leave Florida for he
a news story about Zappala ‘and told Staﬂ writer Ron Bartlen con-

L vher that Lee’s. tamily was powerful trlbuted to this report.
http //surwvmgstralghtlnc com

paign. “The cases (against the other f
Zappala contributed $100,000 to /d fendants) already had been made -
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Sitting tensely in a chalr, he is a young man not to be messed with,
a coill of barbed wire. His mouth is in a sneer. His eyes could burn
holes. His name is Paul Kulek, and he%"s doing his best to look as if
he"s in control.

But in truth, he is just a 15-year-old boy with skinny arms, and
when the clipboard with the admission form is handed to him, he begins
to cry.

He is on the verge of entering a drug rehabilitation program called
Straight, an intensive, high-pressure program that could take a year of
his young life to complete. His parents think he has been smoking too
much marijuana, and they want him in.

But he is scared.

He looks at the clipboard, and the words blur. He looks up, and
there are his parents. His mother is crying. His father is biting his
lip.

Already, they have heard their son admit he not only has smoked
pot, but he also has swallowed speed, inhaled gasoline and toyed with
the idea of shooting himself.

"myou qualify for our program,®" Steve Knowles, an official with
Straight, had said after the last of those revelations.

Now, motioning toward the clipboard, Knowles asks Paul if he is
ready to sign himself in. He turns on a tape recorder. He asks Paul to
read the admission form aloud. A few seconds go by, and then, in a
voice that isn"t much more than a whisper, Paul begins to read.

"W hereby give my volun ..."%

The word is voluntary. But he can"t finish it. His face contorts.
Tears spill.

"n"T gin"t gonna do this,"" he cries.

His father locks at him. ""You got to,"” he says.

His mother looks at him. ""You need to,"" she says. “"We want to
save you.""

He begins crying harder. ""I don"t want to,®"" he says. He buries

his face in his hands.

The date is March 31, 1986. Outside the room, there 'is a refreshing
breeze. Palms rustle, clouds float along, cars go by w1th windows down.
For anyone else on the Suncoast, it is a beautiful, spring morning.

But for Paul and his parents, life on this day seems as terrible as
it can get.

Discovering the problem
They come from St. Petersburg and Clearwater, from Pinellas and
Hillsborough, from Florida and Texas and Michigan. A dozen times a
month, 150 times a year, weeping parents and scowling children make a
final attempt at reconciliation in a plaln warehouse-sized building in
mid-Pinellas County. v

i
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This is Straight-Tampa Bay, a drug rehabilitation program where
boasts of success are matched cnly by the notoriety of the methods.

The boasts: In six out of 10 cases, a defiant, drug-addicted
teen-ager will be changed into someone who has given up drugs for the
deeper pleasures of family, school and God.

The methods, at least initially: No living at home. No talking to
parents. No contact with anyone outside the program. No drugs. No
cigarettes. No TV. No music. No reading. No schoocl. And a daily
onslaught of counseling sessions that often reduces a person to tears.

Eventually, the person is allowed to read, does move back home,
does return to school. But such things can take a year or more, all
depending upon how well the person behaves as he progresses through the
program.

""Drug treatment is different,"" is what Bill Oliver, executive
director of the Straight Foundation, says in defense of the methods.
"nThis is not a normal world.""

The idea for all of this began in 1976, when Straight officially
opened, taking up where another program called The Seed had left off.

Like Straight, The Seed was designed to end a young person"s drug
use through a lengthy, unrelenting program of peer pressure. It was
disbanded, however, after an independently prepared report compared its
methods ""to highly refined brainwashing techniques employed by the
North Koreans during the 1950s.%"

Straight was intended to be a bit gentler than that, and, for the
most part, it has been. Over the past 11 years, more than 6,000 people
between the ages of 12 and 21 have been treated in a program that not
only seeks to end an addict%s drug addiction, but also to resolve the
family problems that led to the addiction in the first place. ""You are
in the best drug rehabilitation program in the country,"®" parents are
constantly told.

Still, Straight®"s record hasn®"t been perfect. There have been
continual allegations of mistreatment over the years, including
complaints of physical abuse, false imprisonment, brainwashing and
cultism.

Many of these allegations were explained away as unfounded grudges;
the program is radical, Straight officials say, and so complaints have
to be expected. But some that couldn"t be explained away turned into
highly publicized lawsuits, one of which cost Straight $220,000 in
damages when a jury found a young man had been held in the program for
several months against his will.

After that particular lawsuit, officials say, they modified some of
their procedures. For a brief time, there was a noticeable dip in
admissions, they say, but now enrollment is back up, and branches of
the program have successfully opened in eight cities around the
country, with five more in the planning stages.

Such dramatic growth isn"t exclusive to Straight; these days, drug
rehabilitation programs seem to be everywhere. Just in Florida, there
are more than 200 licensed programs, according to state health
officials.

But Straight, it seems, has always been the one to stand out. When
Nancy Reagan wanted to visit a drug program in 1982, she chose
Straight. When Princess Diana wanted to see one, she saw Straight, too.
Countless articles have been written about Straight"s unorthodox
methods. A movie has been made. Much of the publicity has been
negative, but through it all Straight has stayed in business, growing
from a small program in St. Petersburg to one of the largest in the
country.

Because of all this - the allegations, the lawsuits, the publicity
~ parents bringing their children to Straight often know of the
problems of the past. Yet they keep coming, and no wonder: In a time
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when children as young as 8 are undergoing drug rehabilitation, the
success stories of Straight can sound truly comforting to a parent who
is desperate.

That"s how it was for Paul"s parents, Bill and Julie Kulek.

""T realize it"s been a controversial thing,"" says Julie. ""I had
some people tell me, “Your kid"s going to come back like a zombie, he's
going to be brainwashed, he"ll be a religious freak."

""But we heard the good things, too. And I think the good things
outweighed the bad.""

In many ways, Paul doesn"t typify the teen-ager who becomes
dependent on drugs. There"s no single, obvious problem that set him
spinning off. What he does typify is the type of person that Straight
tends to attract: white, middle-teens, a child of suburbia who grew up
with most of the advantages. If there is a lesson in his drug use, it
is that even in families where there is an abundance of love and the
motives are good, things can still get out of control.

He was born April 2, 1970, Julie"s second child, her first son. She
remembers holding him just after his birth and feeling a rush of
gratitude that he was so handsome and healthy.

""We have thought back: What didn"t we do?"" she says now. ""Or
what did we do that we shouldn"t have?""

His early years, she says, were happy ones. When she divorced her
first husband, Paul seemed to adjust easily. When she married Bill two
years later and they adopted each other"s children, he seemed to adjust
again.

""Easy-going,"" is how she describes her little boy who imitated a
TV commercial one day by climbing into the washer and staying there
until she came looking for him. *"Paul,"" she called, walking into the
laundry room. The 1lid flew open. Up he jumped. ""There"s a giant in
your washer,"" he said and dissolved into giggles.

Memories like those, she says, make it that much harder to
understand the changes in him that began a few years ago.

In sixth grade, he gave up his old friends, the ones he had stuck
with through thick and thin. In seventh grade, he began smoking
cigarettes. In eighth grade, his grades dropped noticeably, and he was
suspended from school for fighting.

He began taking things that didn"t belong to him. Lighters
disappeared. So did a pen knife. So did bracelets belonging to his
sister, and $134 in change that Julie had been keeping on a shelf. So
did a gold charm he had given his mother for Mother"s Day.

""You always blame me for everything,"" Paul answered when
confronted. Indignant, he would storm out of the house - and then go
off on his bicycle in search of more drugs.

Usually he bought them from friends. Sometimes he would make do
with typewriter correcting fluid or gasoline. One time, in search of
pot, he went to a rundown section of Tampa and gave $20 to a street
dealer who pocketed the money and then poured some spices and crushed
leaves into Paul%s hand. Paul tried to give it back, but the man
wouldn"t take it. Paul fished out a knife he carried with him. The man
saw it and swung at Paul, and then Paul sliced him across his chest. He
pedaled away fast, a 12-year-old with a bloody knife. He was scared -
but not scared enough to keep from wiping the blood off, going to
another part of town later and exchanging the knife for enocugh pot to
last the rest of the day.

His parents knew none of this. They did know that their son was
sometimes taunted because he was so skinny, and that he seemed to have
an especially deep need for acceptance. Eventually they realized such
needs can translate into drug use, but they didn"t know for sure about
Paul until the day when Bill, who was working at a laboratory, demanded
a sample of Paul"s urine, took it to work and ran tests on it.
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After the test came out positive, Bill did another. After that one
came out positive, things grew steadily worse.

Day~-to-day life disintegrated into constant fighting. One weekend
in Naples, Paul ran through a parking lot, bending and snapping off car
antennaes until the police finally cornered him.

Julie, who says she almost never hit Paul when he was a small
child, still gets upset when she tells of walking up to him in the
parking lot that night, looking at him, looking at what he had done and
slapping him hard across the face.

And then his reaction: ""He took it so lightly.""

""He was really getting into it,"" says Bill. ""I"d say the last
month to two months, it was every day.""

"] would say he put a very bad strain on our marriage,"" says
Julie. ""It was constant arguing. About school work. About going out.
"You can"t stop me from taking pot." Bill and I were arguing, we hardly
ever argue. I hated to be home.""

""He was really getting bold,"" says Bill.

""pefiant,”" says Julie.

""T think he was asking to get caught,"" says Bill. ""He knew he
was going to get caught.""

"I don"t wanna do this!"®
So they have come to Straight for help. They are a bit sickened by
what they are doing, but they are more sickened by what their lives
have become.

They sit in the office of Steve Knowles, who turns to Paul and
says, ""Paul, do you know where we"re at?""

Paul shakes his head. No.

In fact, he doesn®™t. He thinks he is at a family counselor. He
thinks he will blow this whole thing off in an hour and be back home in
time to get high before lunch. He slumps in his chair, one hand resting
on a Walkman, which his parents gave him the day before as a
three-day-early birthday present. He is a bit high from some marijuana
he smoked just after he woke up.

"nTUn going to be up front,"" Knowles says. ""You"re at a progranm
called Straight.""

Paul says nothing to this. But his muscles immediately tighten, and
his expression goes hard. He stays this way, taut and unmoving, as
Knowles explains that Paul®"s parents think he has a serious problem
with drugs.

""Do you smoke pot?"" Knowles asks him.

Paul nods.

n "HOW much? nn

""Whatever I can get,"" Paul says.

"iare you comfortable with me asking these guestions?"" Knowles
asks.

Paul shakes his head no. And his eyes suddenly become wet.

Thirty minutes go by. ""He thinks we can"t tell when he's on pot, ""
says Bill, ""but he comes in with his eyes bugged out and shiny."*®

An hour goes by. ""People have told me it"s gonna kill me,"" Paul
says. ""Well, it hasn®t killed me.®""®

Ninety minutes go by and two young men already in Straight are
escorted into the room. Ricky, who says he has ""done pot, alcohol, ups
and downs,"" tells Paul about the program, which lasts a minimum of 178

days. Then Matt - ""pot, alcohol, acid, mushrooms, cocaine, ups,
downs"" - recites the rules:

No TV, radio, reading. No makeup. No jewelry. No dating. No
hitchhiking. ""No druggie friends or hangouts."" Knock before entering

a room. Spend nights at the homes of others in the program. ""Hang on
tight to newcomers by the belt loop.""
Paul sits wordlessly, a blank wall. He gives no indication whether
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any of this is sinking in. There is a long silence. ""The end result,""
Knowles finally says, ""is you qualify for our program.""
He hands over the clipboard with the admission form on it. He

mentions that if Paul doesn”t sign himself in, his parents could seek a
court order forcing him in. Paul looks at the admission form and begins

to cry. He says he wants to go home. He says, ""I have to go in on my
birthday almost? My birthday? Today?""
"Nyes,"" Knowles says.

wning like to have a birthday,"" he says, almost pleading.
"nThat"s why we had your birthday yesterday,”" Bill explains to

him.
""And he didn"t even want to be there,"" Julie says.
""You have to be strong, Paul,”" Bill says.
"nT'y strong, but I don"t wanna do this.""
""you have to,"" Bill says.
""yould you just try it, Paul?"" Julie says. ""Please? Would you do

it for me?"n

Paul shakes his head no. "®It ain®"t hurting me, so I"m gonna keep
doing it."n

"npaul, it is hurting you,"" his mother says. ""It"s hurting you at
home, it"s hurting you at school, it"s hurting you in the fact that
you're losing good friends.®®

"uif you sign this, you're in control,"" Knowles says. ""If you do
it through the courts, you lose some of your rights.""

nnTrd rather you sign the paper yourself rather than we go to court
and ask them to put you in here,"" Julie says.

More silence. They have been at this for two hours now. Julie
fights tears, and Paul hides his face in his hands.

"te"1ll be right behind you,"" Bill says.

Paul doesn”t move.

"nokay?"" says Julie, who sounds as if she won"t be able to hang on
much longer.

"nokay?"" says Bill. He leans forward. He pats Paul on the knee.

"nplease try it,"" Julie says. She is begging.

Paul looks up and picks up the clipboard. Slowly, he reads aloud
what it says, that he is entering the program without coercion. Julie
finally loses her fragile balance and begins to weep. So does Bill.
Paul reads on. He picks up a pen and signs his name at the bottom of
the form.

He is in.

wntiy going to ask you to give your cigarettes and your tape player
to your mother,"" Knowles says.

"7 don't get to smoke?"" Paul asks, incredulously.

"npo you want me to take his watch and rings, too?"" Julie asks
quickly, avoiding Paul"s question.

"#T don"t wanna stcp smoking!"" Paul yells.

Knowles motions for the cigarettes.

"nT don"t wanna do this!"" Paul yells.

Knowles keeps motioning.

"nGoddamnit!"" Paul yells. He takes the cigarettes from his pocket

and throws them at his mother. She flinches when they hit her.
"ncoddamnit!™" he yells again. He takes the tape recorder and throws it
at his father.

"tHere,"" he screams. ""Take everything you ever gave me!""

He gets up. So do the two boys already in Straight. They grab him
by the belt loops and lead him out the door, leaving Bill and Julie
wondering if their son will ever find it in his heart to forgive them.

Next: Fifty days away from home
About Straight
Eleven years after it opened in St. Petersburg, Straight has become a
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national drug abuse program with eight branches in seven states and
five more branches planned. As of April 1987, more than 6,000 young
people between the ages of 12 and 21 had been admitted for treatment.
Here is a list of the branches and their current enrollment figures:
Straight-Tampa Bay

(pictured above)

Date opened: September 1976

Enrollment: 112

Straight-Atlanta

Date opened: August 1981

Enrollment: 77

Straight-Cincinnati

Date opened: January 1982

Enrollment: 78

Straight-Greater Washington D.C.

(location: Springfield, Va.)

Date opened: October 1982

Enrollment: 249

Straight-Orlando

Date opened: June 1985

Enrollment: 90

Straight-New England (Boston)

Date opened: December 1985

Enrollment: 151

Straight-Detroit

Date opened: January 1986

Enrollment: 100

Straight-Dallas

Date opened: June 1986

Enrcllment: 114

Plans call for branches to open in Los Angeles and Seattle in late
1987 and in St. Louls, Chicago and Norfolk, Va., in 1988.

About the series

This series was begun 16 months ago when officials of Straight,
responding to a request from the St. Petersburg Times, consented to
allow a Times reporter to follow a person through its
drug-rehabilitation program. Among the conditions agreed to by Straight
were these: ’

The Times would choose the person to follow.

The Times would have unrestricted access to the person.

The Times would be able to follow the person'"s progress from the
moment he first entered the program.

Times reporter David Finkel sat in on several admission interviews
before Paul Kulek and his family were chosen on March 31, 1986, to be
the subjects of the series. While keeping continual track of Paul"s
progress, the Times decided not to publish any stories in the series
until he had left the program so as not to interfere with his chances
for success.

SC: NATIONAL

PG: 1A

AT: drug$ profile biography

SU: Straight Incorporated

TY: SERIES

CR: COLOR PHOTO, (4); BLACK AND WHITE PHOTO, Bill

Serne; BLACK AND WHITE PHOTO, (2)

CU: Paul Kulek on admission to Straight Inc.; baby picture of Paul
and sister Jodie; Paul, age 12; Paul, age 8; Straight-Tampa Bay
branch; Julie Kulek; Bill Kulek

AR: Straight Inc.: 87
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EX: They found the bag of pot, even though he had hidden it in his
underwear. He thought it was safe there. But then they told him to
undress for a strip search, and the bag fell out to the floor. ""pot?%¥
they said, not surprised.

They found the rolling papers, too, even though he had hidden them
in the lining of his shoe.

His name is Paul Kulek. He was two days shy of his 16th birthday. A
few hours before, he had awakened in his home in Tampa. He had thrown
on some clothes, ducked outside and smoked some pot. Then he got in the
car with his parents, Bill and Julie Kulek, who drove him to a
plain~looking building just north of St. Petersburg.

Paul didn"t know where he was. He thought he was at a family
counselor. Only when he was inside did he learn that his parents had
brought him to a drug rehabilitation program called Straight.

For two hours, he resisted admitting himself to the program. His
mother begged. His father cried. He listened to them, stoned as could
be. He cried, too, and then began throwing things.

Now, here he was, signed in, still a bit high, in a room with two
other young men enrolled in the program. Their hair was short. They
kept saying the word ""druggie.”" Every time he stood up, they grabbed
him by his belt loops.

""How do you get high in this place?"" he asked them.

"tyou don"t,"" they said.

They asked him to strip. They checked his shoes. They ran their
fingers along his shirt collar, feeling for bulges.

His urine was tested. His blood was taken. He was asked to list
what drugs he had taken.

He was led by his belt loops down a hallway, through a guarded door
and into a huge room with a concrete floor. Fifty young people were
crowded together in there, seated in close rows of blue plastic chairs.
They were jerking their hands in the air so frantically that the room
was filled with snapping sounds.

"rOokay, listen up!"" someone yelled. ""This is Paul. He"s done pot,
alcohol, cocaine, mushrooms, LSD and speed. Hes from Tampa. Does
anyone know him?""

Fifty heads turned. Paul stood there, feeling them look him over.
He knew no one. He had nothing to say.

But they had something to say to him.

""Tove you, Paull!"" they shouted in unison. Then their hands shot
back into the air, and the room was filled again with snapping sounds.

"The humbling phase”

In Straight, there is a name for everything.

"tMaking amends,"" for instance, is apologizing, usually tearfully,
for bad behavior.

miMotivating™” is waving your hand in the air to be called on to
speak, waving it so hard that your arm aches and you begin to perspire.

"ncommencing™" is graduating from the program.

And ""First Phase"" is what Paul entered into on March 31, 1986,
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the initial stage of a five-phase program that takes an average of 12
months to complete.

Straight, based in mid-Pinellas County, is one of the nation"s
largest, and perhaps most controversial, drug rehabilitation programs.
Over the past 11 years it has treated more than 6,000 young drug
abusers under an elaborate theory of rehabilitation that - at its
simplest - uses peer pressure, guilt, despair and finally joy, to help
a person realize how damaging drug use can be.

The five phases are the skeleton of the program. Each is designed
to replace a person"s dependence on drugs with more intrinsic
pleasures, such as a strengthened family. All of the phases are
designed to be intensive and difficult. But First Phase is usually the
most difficult of all because of the abrupt changes it brings to a drug
users life.

One day he is hanging out, getting high.

And the next, he is sealed in a room with dozens of other drug
abusers, not allowed to speak unless spoken to, led everywhere by his
belt loops to show he has lost control of his life.

He is in the room at least 10 hours a day, six days a week. He
spends nights in the unfamiliar homes of others in the program. He is
cut off from his home, parents, school, friends, music, TV and books.
The only things he can do are talk about his feelings and listen as
others in the program tear his life apart.

"Npirst Phase,"" says staff member Mike Dean, ""is the humbling
phase.""

It is the phase to break down resistance. It goes on for at least
14 days and often for months. It lasts until the person learns to dig
out his secrets, to motivate until he aches, to make amends until he
cries. Only when he is feeling worthless and miserable is he considered
to be making progress.

Then, slowly, come the rewards.

The first is something called ""talk,"" which means that he can
speak face-to-face with his parents at Straight for 20 minutes a week.
The second is ""talk and responsibility,"" which means that in
addition to speaking with his parents, he can also stand guard at doors

to make sure that no one runs away from the program.

Finally, when he admits his dependence on drugs and convinces the
staff he wants to change, he earns Second Phase, which means that he
can return to his home to sleep for the first time since entering the
program. Then come phases three, four and five.

Each phase comes with its own set of hurdles, but it is the methods
of First Phase that have caused the bulk of complaints about Straight,
including allegations of physical and mental abuse. Other than some
fine~tuning, though, Straight officials have stuck to their methods,
insisting they are the best in the country.

""We know how to do it,"" says Bill Oliver, executive director of
the Straight Foundation. ""You"ve got to play it our way.""

Still, to someone entering the program, the methods can seem
disconcerting. All doors are guarded. Kids stand up, start talking and
end up crying. Everyone yells ""Love you!"" whenever someone finishes
speaking. And every hour or so, there is a group sing-along to tunes
such as a Zip-a-Dee-Doo~Dah, which for some reason is sung in an odd,
almost-brooding cadence.

Paul's reaction that first day was to take all this in and scowl.
Like just about everyone entering the program, he thought he could beat
it by playing along. He%d be home in no time.

He was led by a belt loop to the front row and given a chair. He
slumped and looked at his shoes. .

"hwhat"s your name?"" someone asked.

""paul,"" he said.
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"n3it up, Paul.™™
"Acting like a jerk"
He didn"t.
He didn"t sit up, he didn"t talk, he didn"t stop scowling. For two
days, he didn"t do anything except slouch and watch.

He saw a boy stand up and begin throwing wild punches. Chairs
scattered, and five other young men tackled him to the floor, pinning
his arms and legs until he calmed down.

He listened to a graduate who had checked himself back into the
program explain how he felt about falling back into drug use: ""I feel
embarrassed. I feel ashamed. I feel guilty.""

He watched 50 young people spastically wave their arms just so they
could be called on to share the most trivial of memories:

""T remember when we used to go to the drive-in movies, and we"d
take those Charlie Chip potato chip cans and sit on "em ...""

” "Love you! nn

"NT remember going over to a friend"s house and watching wrestling
on TV ... nu

"Ny ave yous nu

"] remember when I"d catch tadpoles ...""

"y ove youluu

But mixed in with this were also moments that Paul couldn®t help
but absorb. There was talk of parents who slap, of brothers who taunt,
of friends who betray, of first love, of sex, of guilt, of misery, of
breakdowns.

"nT guess what he wanted out of me was drugs and sex,"" a girl wept
one day, explaining how her boyfriend had taken advantage of her. ""But
I didn"t care, I guess, because I was lonely.""

"MINye never done anything right in my life. I never have, and I
never will,"" a young man named John said later, sobbing. “"“"I"ve
disappointed my parents so much."" He cried harder and harder until he
grew wobbly. He began gasping for breath as if he had been punched in

the stomach. ""I feel like I"m going to pass out. I feel 1like I"m high.

I feel jittery. I"m so scared ...%"
If any of this made Paul want to change his ways, though, he didn"t
show it. He turned out to be a fighter.

He slouched. He threw punches. He threw chairs. He kept trying to

withdraw from the program until his mother threatened to have him put
in there by court order.

"“He is acting like a little jerk,"" one staff member wrote in an
evaluation on Day 15, about the time he could have been moving onto
Second Phase.

"ustill being a jerk,"" was the comment a week later.

On his 11th day in the program, he had to be tackled to the floor
and restrained. On his 16th day, according to a staff report: "““Paul

got angry and started to hit the guys next to him. He was restrained on

the floor ... Craig (another young man in Straight) was bitten on his
left arm, but no medical attention was necessary.""

On Day 26, he threw water on people. On Day 30: another fight,
another bite.

While others talked tearfully about their drug use, he sat morosely
in his chair. He found a staple and began carving on his arm until it
was covered with long, red scratches. He tried to hit his head on the
concrete floor when he was being restrained.

One day, he broke a light fixture and was sent to something called

the ""Time-Out Room."" He was kept in there a long time. After a while,

he lay flat on the floor, peered out the crack under the door and
watched the group. From that distance, the motivating and the ""Love
You®s*"* didn"t seem so bad to him. But when he returned to the group,
he wouldn"t say a thing.
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Critics of Straight say this is one of the most dangerous times in
the program, the time when a young person, cut off so long from
everything he knows, finally buckles under emotional starvation. He has
been in the program for weeks, day and night. He changes, but only
because his resistance has been beaten down. He succumbs rather than
progresses.

Straight officials say this isn"t simply so, that there comes a
time when a person finally sees there is a better way to live a life.
That, they say, is the strength of what is called peer counseling: If a
person sees others like himself making changes, he"ll want to make
changes, too.

First trip home
Whatever the reasons in Paul%s case, he did, in fact, finally begin
to change. It happened a few days after the worst incident of all, the
day he tried to punch someone hard enough to injure him.

He had been in Straight more than a month. He was sick of the whole
thing. Someone told him to sit up, and he swung hard, hitting the young
man square in the face. He was tackled and restrained. The police were

called. Charges were threatened. And a few days later, he began to turn

himself around.

He stood in front of the group and apologized for the way he had
behaved. He began motivating so fiercely that he woke up the next day
with a sore neck.

"MHe would cry,"" staff member Mike Dean said, recalling Paul"s
changes. ""He would say, "I don"t want to go back to my past.” He would
say, "I don"t want to go back to my friends who teased me. I'"m scared."®
He was scared to be straight because the only way he could have friends
was through acceptance, and he felt if he gave up drugs, he wouldn®"t
have any friends.""

Just as the young man named John had said he felt a few weeks
before, Paul felt high, jittery. Perhaps it was the relief of
unburdening, the rush that comes with confession, but he was
exhilarated. He poured his heart out every chance he got. He motivated
so hard, he made snapping sounds as his fingers flew against each
other. He cried huge tears.

On Day 36, he earned the privilege of talking to his parents for
the first time since entering the program. He hugged them, apologized
for what he had put them through and hugged them again.

On Day 43, he earned ""talk and responsibility,"" and he began
guarding doors.

Finally, on Day 50, he asked for permission to enter Second Phase
and go home.

""a screaming eagle,"" Straight"s then-associate director, Charles
Larsen, saild at a staff meeting to decide what to do about Paul's
request. ""He"s a little kid, but he was going berserk for a while.""®

""Paul"s come a long way,"" said another staff member, Scott
Rebane. ""I think that guy needs support at home."¥

"How"s his family feel about it?"" Larsen said.

"UThey"1ll probably be real excited after 50 days of hell,"" staff
member John Johnson said. ""Paul"s going to wet his pants.""

nnpifty days and 50 nights? It"s time for him to go home,"" Larsen
said.

Paul found out that evening.

When he heard staff members call out his name, he stood
apprehensively. When he heard, ""You're going home,"" he broke into a
huge grin and began to cry as friends came over to embrace him.

It was a Monday evening. Bill and Julie, Paul's parents, were in an
adjoining room, gathered with other parents for their weekly Monday
night meeting. He pushed open the door to their room and burst in.

""Ccoming home!"" he yelled.
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He ran across the room. His parents stood. He tumbled into the arms
of his mother, who burst intec tears. His father put his arms around his
wife and son and closed his eyes.

In Straight, the annocuncement of making Second Phase is purposely
designed to be a deeply emotional, uplifting scene, and in Paul"s case
that certainly happened.

While everyone else in the room applauded this latest example of
how Straight can work wonders, the three of them stood holding tightly
onto each other, a weeping mountain of a family.

A sense of accomplishment
An hour later, off they went, home.

""This is the phase where youl're going to learn what Straight is
all about,"" one of the parents had said to them as they prepared to
leave.

"7 just hope his dog doesn"t bite him,"" Bill answered, laughing.

It had been a long haul. Fifty days had passed, and Paul was an
inch taller and 12 pounds heavier. He sat between his parents as they
drove north on I-275, across the Howard Frankland Bridge, into north
Tampa, into their neighborhood.

They would be back at Straight the next day, and the day after.

They would be back for at least the next 5 1/2 months, the minimum
amount of time it would take for Paul to complete the program. Anything
could happen. Some people take two years to finish the program, only to
sink back into drug use. Some never finish.

But for the moment, in this family, there was a deep sense of
accomplishment. Paul, especially, glowed.

Thinking back to the day he was first taken to Straight, he said,
"nTt was real scary. They all talked funny. They all looked funny. And
then, when they said, "Love You," I thought it was a gay—-love place."™

About his first afternoon there, he said, ""I sat there thinking of
ways I could do drugs. I went to the bathrocom and saw a plunger and
thought of hitting the guy in the face and running out of there.""

About scratching up his arm: ""The feelings, they build up. It gets
out the frustrations, the anger. And each time you dig deeper it"s like
the anger comes out. You don"t feel the pain until later.®"®

About trying to hit his head against the floor: “¥I really thought
I was crazy.""

About a family he had stayed with for several nights: ""It was like
how I wanted my family. There was a sister and mother and father, Jjust
like mine. I kept imagining they were my family, and I didn"t want to
let them down.®""®

About earning Second Phase: ""When I ran across the floor, it%s
like I saw the whole 50 days in front of me, all the bad and good
things, all the way from the beginning. They say it"s like running
through Jell-0,like it takes a million yvears to get there. But when I
got there to my Mom, it was worth it.""

About seeing his house again after so long: ""Home"s great.""

He walked in the front door.

The dog remembered him.

Everything looked familiar.

But back in his bedroom, upon directions from Straight, he
discovered there had been changes.

His walls had been stripped of every poster he had carefully put up
- posters of rock groups such as Motley Crue and AC-DC. The entire
room, blue when he left, had been painted beige. The dresser had been
moved into another room so he wouldn”t have a place to hide things. His
desk had been emptied, moved into his closet, and the closet locked.

The headboard of his bed had been sanded down where he had carved the
words "“Motley Crue.®®

An alarm had been installed on the window in case he tried to sneak
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out.

The door had an alarm, too.

Nonetheless, as Paul walked through the home he hadn*t seen in so
long, his smile was wide as could be.

He ate some food. He petted his dog. He played with his hamster. He
was not yet allowed to watch TV or listen to music so he talked with
his parents. Midnight came and went.

Finally, his mother walked him down the hallway and hugged him. He
went into his room of bare walls and a bed. She closed the door behind
him and activated the alarm.

""Goodnight,"" she said.

Next: What a parent goes through
A day at Straight

A day at Straight begins early and lasts long. From the time they
arrive until they leave, those enrolled in the program take part in
continuous "%rap sessions,"" discussions that range from reciting the
rules of Straight to talking about intimate and troubling problems.
Most of the sessions are led by graduates of the program who have
joined the staff. Each day"s schedule is different - Friday sessions,
for instance, can last until midnight - but the schedule of a typical
day is as follows: '

6:30 a.m. The building opens. Clients begin arriving.

9 a.m. All clients should be present. Attendance is taken. Medication
for those with illnesses such as headaches and asthma is dispensed
(sick call). The clients take their seats and begin singing songs in
unison such as Straight Is It (sung to Coke Is It).

9:15 a.m. "“Basics Rap."™™ 1In this, clients are called on to recite the
12 steps of the program (modeled after the 12 steps of Alcoholics
Anonymous), such as admitting a dependency on drugs and a need for
spiritual help.

10 a.m. ""Morning Rap."" This discussion is meant to get clients
talking about such aspects of their lives as how they used to get high
and how they feel about it now.

Noon lunch and open discussion.

1 p.m. ""Guys" Rap and Girls®™ Rap."" The group is separated; the males
go to one room, the females to another. Discussions deal with
self-image, personal problems and sexuality. Often the most intense
discussion of the day.

3 p.m. Exercise.

3:30 p.m. ""Afternoon Rap."" This session deals with problems clients
are having such as family crises or coping with the demands of the
program. Though short, it also can be intense and heavily confrontive.

4:15 p.m. Dinner, sick call, open discussion.

4:45 p.m. ""Rules Rap."" Clients recite the rules of the program, such
as the importance of honesty, the prohibition against newcomers talking
to other newcomers and the procedure for withdrawing from the program.

5:15 p.m. ""Night Rap."" This is intended to be an emotional,
uplifting discussion that will leave the clients in a somewhat positive
mood. Topics might include friendship and learning to accept others.

6:45 p.m. Sick call, reciting the Lord%s prayer, arranging the
evening"s sleeping accommodations, lining up heel-to-toe at the door
for dismissal.

7 p.m. Dismissal.
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CU: "®"Motivating"" is waving your hand in the air to be called on to
speak, waving it so hard that your arm aches and you begin to
perspire; Newcomers to Straight are led around by their belt loops

to symbolize how they have lost control of their lives; At Straight,
Paul Kulek sits in front of signs listing the 12 steps of the program,
modeled after those used by Alcocholics Anonymous.
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