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PORT RICHEY — By a se‘nes of 32 and 4-1 votes, the Pasco
County Ci ission Tuesday h out the 1

non-binding straw vote on county governmental facilities tn ap—
pear on the Nov. 5 general election ballot.

Efforts to delay any straw vote until after more engineering
studies are made and a new County Commission is seated (at least
two of the current members will be replaced) failed on a 3-2 vote
when only Commissioner Loule E. Holt supported Commissioner
William Hamilton's motion.

Among those voting not to delay action were Commission
Chairman Walter Voorhees, made a lame duck by last week's pri-,
mary election voting, and Ci i Dan Cl s, who did’
not seek election. Chambers was appointed to the board last year
to fill a vacancy created by the death of Commissioner Henry
Strauber.

Holt faces opposition in the November election.

A NUMBER of words in the proposed question as drafted by
County Atty. Peter Dunbar were changed by 4-1 votes, with Ham-
+ilton opposed and Holt remaining silent (thus registering an af-
firmative vote). Then the final motion approving the resclution
calling for the matter to be placed on the ballot again squeaked by
3-2. t
“Well, we won't have to put up with this but another six
weeks," Hamilton said, referring to the after-election changes.
The questions to appear on the ballot include:

+ Do you favor improving the Pasco Counly governmental
facilities?

WILLIAM HAMILTON

. delay motion failed.

~ "Basically this is asking the public to pro\ride a blank check

v If there are il made to gover 1 facili-

ties, select the alternative preferred — improvements in the vicin-
ity of existing county facilities or centralization of improvemnents
and county functions with local service facilities.

BOTH HOLT and Hamilton objected to holding the straw vote
in November because of the lack of information.

“For the public to make an intelligent decision, it needs to
know something about costs, at least a ballpark figure,” Holt said.

“Idon't see how we can do that," Yoorhees said. "As we grow
our needs will increase.”
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DADE CITY Manager Ben Bolan Lried unsuccessfidly 1o pin
the commission down an s fulare actiony showdd the majerity of
the yolers indieate sspport for additional governmental facilities,
whether centralized or expassions of exsting facilities.

Rl you move the ceanly Seat on the basis of the November
balloting?™ he wsked,

“Thal's a mool question,” Voichees tedd Balae, potsting oul
that the board membership would be shanged afler the voLing, —

But e predicted that he new board would do &s the old beard
has dene aind “make decistons for the people.”

Bolun suid he was merely seeking additiend] Informslion as a
resalt on the Dade City Commisson's suthorzation to its attormey
to block any atlempl to move the cossty seat, now in Dade Cuy.

AFTER di i with the go [ac iom,
which was the ul:r e an the agenda for the special mwung.
Helt moved for adjournment. But he was turned back again by &
82 vote when Dunbar proposed that e commussion akso coasider
signing the new regional water aulhurity qmmnm on an emer-
gency basis,

Dabar’s propoasl alto was rejected 3-2 11 would have token
@ lour-iltis voie 1o conssder (he matier o an emergency bisis,

no
sls-mllhun. Hpolt said.

one knows whether this is.going to cost $1-million or

He pointed out lhat two years ago the voters turned down a

specifie proposal for a $2-millon judicial complex.

"I damn sure don't think they are going to vote for this," he

stormed,

“When the time comes to spend money, the people will have to

vote again," Chambers said.

CIRCUIT Clerk Miller Newton said there is a possibility that

the project could be financed without a millage levy or bond issue.

He noted that federal buildings such as post offices now are
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Mathew Prahasky Jr. (left) and Newton during straw vote debate

being constructed and leased by the government until the con-
struction costs are met, with the title to the property then chang-
ing hands for a nominal consideration.

Holt also suggested putting wording on the ballot letting peo-
ple know that if they approve facility improvements a millage in-
crease is likely.

“1 think it's an insult to the voters' intelligence,” Voorhees
said, pointing out that anyone knows if additional facilities are im-
proved it will mean spending more money.

“1 am oppesed to putting anything like that (millage) on the
ballot," Chambers agreed.

(See STRAW VOTE, PAGE 1)
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