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REPORT

This i3 second In & serles of thrée articles on drug abuse,
its treatment and its effects on young people in Sarasota
County. Reporier Kathy Tyrity interviewed several ls-
divituals whose lives were nearly ruined by drogs. This is
the story of & commurity's concern and the agencics in-
volved in drug rehabilitatien.

1580 sow the arrival of the Sarasota area’s first *'2
rehabilitation facilities for teen-agers after a full force
fort by local parents.

For five years, Straight Iee. has heen operating 2 drug
rehabilstation program for adolescenis in 5t Petersburg
which has won panional aeclsim and been featured oo Good
Marni AMmerica.

It w:i‘ puiht ot of the community, which, onlookers say,
gave It its most preciows gilt — imvolvement. Actually, its

ssor was @ program ealled SEED, spawned by a
“chansmatic” ex-aleoholw who belped youths on the road
fo recovery.

When SEED elosed down, parenis and the professional

* * *

Doctor Discusses The Dangers Of Pot Use

By EATHY TYRITY

Herald-Tribune
“mrljmaintarmndmmnumuhann%.ﬂm
experis had puesssd." concludes Dr. Ral
&remm of the Imstitute for Behavier amd Health of
‘ashington, DC,
In & talk w Stealght Ine. stafl members after a visit to
mdmrmmnwlﬂtrﬂrmﬁnMcmﬂr

why he changed his mind on marjuana — from
llburn& mﬁmrlummmmwnmuppmmﬂl

'M:rl. i wrong I'uh pat?

According te the accumulation of research made
lvlﬂahhu enly racnl!.y. there are ﬂrll. of all, “acute" el

with the | )

Tmn inelude  diruption of mmn;. learmng  and
rememberteg  Dilficulty in finksling & thwught or &
septence are used as an exsmple. There is also disruption
nd!.nl:l *mator * abilily — driving 8 car, for example. Signals

m the brain to function are impeded, which, combuned
mm dlfscolty thinking, muke for & less capable person
than he or she narmally would be, according to DuPont,

Community Concern Gave Straight Its Start-

communily began to see abuse as ually taking
over where aleoholiem ledt off (staustics show alcohol use
leveling at less than half the usage of marijuana, which has
more than doubled In three years),

ARMED WITH ALCOHOLICS Ancuymoss' major

meiples (changed to “1 am powerless over drlr"b. 18
Felm.hﬂ Strasght foundors, of which Venlee Police Chief
Ray Waymire was ooe, opened the door to lamilies with
youngsters hooked on drugs, alcohol or bowh.

Its clientele included 150 families from the Sarasola area
who religroutly made the Uwice-a-week trips 10 Monday and
Friday mght “open mestings” which often [asted late into
the naght (lor some jt was the only opportunity 1o see their
children).

Parents, so firmly canvinced the program was helping
their chaldren, continued the 50-mule jaunts until, after a

of years, they began to see their numbers were so
large they would weleome a program of their own. Straight
at that time had ro to open & program branch.

A YEAR AGO December, a half dozen local

*

Then, there are “chronke” or lasting symptoms of marl-
fuara smoking because of ome major fact. Marijuana's
actwve Ingredient (delia-o or THC), is not & water seluble
ehemical.

Our bedies are equipped to exerote water soluble
chemicals (those that brésk up in water) and the blood,
too, passes such chemicals. Bul marijuana’s basis is only
fat-soluble, like DDT. Sa it continues to accumulate in the
body, Be matier bow small the dose.

That's bow it affects the bramn — & fatly tissue where it
can dussapate. The chemical is proved to affiect cell division,
and pew evidence points b0 brain damsge associated with
Marijuang use.

THE OTHER MAJOR FATTY tssue it gravitates to bs
the reproductive system. The THC chemical is known to
redute (eslostérong (the malé sex hormone) and has &
mapr eliect on the female reproductive system, according
b0 mécenl research. chomical ncreases abmormal
menstrual periods in women, and when admimistered
several Umes a monath to laboratery animals, smaller me
fanis, less heakthy ofispring and fewer births were poled,

{Pleass Turn To Page 2.8}

businessmen (including a doctor, dentist, police chief and
atorney) approached the Sarasota County School Board to
explain their expeniénce with the tragedy of drug abuse as
it touched the lives of teens, and they asked for everyome's

vﬁalemludmﬂmmo{d:mmﬂr.uuln

m;unﬂ a full measure of suppert from fellow citizens
aMMIE @ program :w:rlnsmllbtuhndlm
I.TFE. “Lie Is For Everyone'

It 50 happened that George Ross, who holds a doctorate
degree in counseling and edecation, had left s previous
posilion as assstant dirctor of Straight in St. Petersburg
after working for that mdpupm almost two years,

Ross was approd the Sarssots parent group to
direct the LIFE program, and Helen Petermann, a
founding director of Straipht, was hired as director of pro-

gramnung.

FUND-RAISING EFFORTS, headed by state Rep. Ted
Ewing, R-Vemce, and Surasota businessman Ronald Hicks,
planned to rmse $400.000 for a south Osprey facibuy, but
the group opened temporary headquarters June 2 in @ va-
eant furnitore store for 58 initlal group of T8 clients.

Ross sawd the now building in Nokomis should be open
within the moath with a capocity to serve 225 leen-agers.

Meanwhale, Straight Inc. was growing and decuded, in
fact, alter menths of consideration. 10 come (0 Sarasola, A
“Siraight-South” facility was planned

Bl!l Hulloway, formerly HUTC instrucior at Sarasota

High School. was chosen as the first duector, he later
backed down. and Cathy Sehwartz, 8 mother of a former
drug abuser, tock over duning the inlerim.

STRAIGHT SOUTH BEGAN with 80 teen-agers a1 the

(Please Tarm To Page 2.8)
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Community Concern

{Cantinued From Page 1-B}
1401 warehouse on Cattleman Road and new, with a
capacity of 300. serves 100 Leen-agers.
Bull Gessz. who has & doctorate 1 psychalogy. serves the
braneh as prodesmonal counselor along with whatever stall
thve facihty needs pemodically from his parent office.

STEVEN L. SOMMERFIELD
ANNOUNCES THAT
THOMAS J, AUTH

WILL BE ASSDCIATED WITH HIM M THE
GERERAL PRAUTICE UF LAW UNDER THE FIRM OF

SOMMERFIELD & AUTH
ANDTHE RELOCATION OF HIS OFFICETO

256 WEST MIAMI AVENUE

VENICE, FLORIDA 33595 PH, 4854848
gemmemcenemseossames e
Drs, GAUNT & TIMMERMAN
are pleased to ANNOUNCE the

|

Association of
PAULH. PETTIT, M.D..FAA.CS.

= OPHTHALMOLOGY
Hours By: 370 W. Dearborn
APPOINTMENT  ENGLEWOOD
t Phone 474-5538 Florida

Yeaz- End |

In addition, student counselars mmh:rz completed l:
program assst i the daily the 1eens say the
student counselors best suit their necds “because they can

Both LIFE and Stralght operate with the same peneral
structure and charge cliems on a shdng fee scale. ho one,
however, will be turned away due 1o lack of funds.

APPROXIMATELY $750 10 $1.750 is asked. depending on
the length of rehabilnaten bme; $35 alwe is charged
monthly 1o pay for the child’s meals (two a day). sard Mrs,
Schwartz. Both orgamzations accepl professional and
finameial heip.

“We are never solvent,” explained Mrs, Schwartz, “It
TequIres SM-EMAg Communily Supporl”

She esumaled about B0 percent of the studenls leave
Strasght “straght.” Nesther group makes any promuses o

parents.

Young persons are broaght in (top age 21-22) and signed
up for the program, with parents agreeng o conform (o all
ihe requirements including taking in a chuld for foster care
when their own child advances in the program.

FOR 14 DAYS, the parents cannot talk to their children
who stay with another foster famly. Then they are given
five mihutes (in the company of two advanced siadents) o
talk with their child alier an open méehing.

AL that time the child i expected 1o “make amepds™ for
whatever he might have done 1o hurt his parents, such as
sicaling money, jﬂﬂlr{. el

Waen the chyld has “related” {come forward to talk
about his problems) he advances 10 a second phase and can
go home. For many stodents the first phase is a number of
monihg.

From there, he sdvances 0 successive phases and can
return 10 school, but the final phase is “piwving back™ or
helping other kids in the program — a phase most of the
children say they enjoy Lo whe fullest.

EVEN THOUGH THERE are now twa programs in the
coanty dmng basically the same thing. there are some dif-
ferences. But LIFE's director Ross says "There's & dire
need” in the area for rebab programs for youth and is
ceriain ihe (wo programs will begm w fill that peed.
For older drug and alechol abusers.programs such as
Storelront (lor drug abuse particularly) and First Step lor
alcohclism provede care, as well as Sarasola Palms
Hespital for abcoholism.

survivingstraightinc.com



‘Marijuana

{Continued From Page 1-Bj

Because THC cannot break
down in water, 30 percent of a
sngle remams in the
body after a week. Even aller a
month, measurable amounts
fram that single administration
remain in the body. So when a

marijuana regularly. l

From Bradenton to Naples,
an estimated 10000 1een-agers |
smoke marijuans every day.
2,500 youths were arrested last
year in Sarasota, most related
&t least in part to drugs.

Linga Eep in y
he has the “chronic” and not WEMDS
just ~acuie™ effect, |
Other chronie eflects are % cw
noted in the respiratory fune- REPAIR
yons. PARTS FOR ALL DODRI
Marijuana smoke has more | LOW FRICES AT LOCAL FACTORY
tir and known earcinogens =
ia iebooro smike, and pult INVITED T0.OUR
for pafl, there 5 good evidence EACTORY"
:len ussee cullure work OMEGA DOORS
t marijuzna smoke causes
cancer-like transformakions i T3 Bastaard—Tusies
previcusly healthy Lissues. |

Marijuaha smoke produces
more of these changes than
does lobacoo smowe) And, of
course, marijuana smoked
regularly uces brorchitls
and chroaic cough, ectually
CAUSINE more respiratory e
ritation thon tohacco smoke.

One of the unhappeest chronic
elferts of manjoana smoking,
according Lo the doctor, 15 1S
measared effect on mood. As
opposed to the acule elevalion
of mood during one INLOXLCAtIGN
{on marjuana), the longer.
chronac ellect 13 one of 1solatien
and irritability

WHY HAS MARIJUANA USE .
grown so enormously?
(Statistics indicate ome out of
every nine high school semiors
lﬂ‘ high en pot every day.)

. CuPont ulitm Ih'll tnv'

:reue o the
in & youth{ mnhul ﬂut
Erew up with constant television
and lack of two parents in the |
home.

i
e chakiekiaw

AL any rate, the statistics |
(taken annually since 1875) |
show 11-12 percent of the na- |
tion’s high sehoal seniors smoke |
maryjuana every sngle day,
and the dropouts from high |
school have am even htziarll
rate. Only about half that many |

use alcohol every day. Mari- ||
juana wse by semiors doubled t
from 157%-1978, while their

abmhol use increaged qnly

lightly.
Mm 18-21-year-clds, eon- !
servauve estimates show more
tham 31 percent get high o

g =

B. B

:
;
:
B
E * Red
8 e Cobl

ds 1

survivingstraightinc.com





