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Sarasota city commissioners
woanimously voted to assist ln
the funding of & vew White Sox
clabbouse for Payse Park. See
page 2B,
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Going Straight: ‘We’re Gonna Make It’

This is the last of a series detailing drug ebuse by youag
persons in Sarasota County and the cew antidrug
that belp them fight their way back fo u stable life.

By KATHY TYRITY

Herald-Tribuce Reporter
Seventeen- Tony I will face one of the most
difficult cha of his life during the new year when he

straight, and as one of those helpers now, he wants to give
his best back to people like who need him.

Tony. more serious problems
due to drugs, is grateful for Shaun and the chance to look
to a mew year that may turn his life

:
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survivingstraightinc.com

STRAIBHT

rested 21 times. The charges — from breaking
s o sl by

when he was on recalled,
“Mom never knew what was umu?:r,umw
believe it. Dad would eome to bail me oul whenever 1 was
arrested, but he never wanted to believe 1 did drugs "
He somehow dnifted apart from the family and tried
solve his problems his own way. until it got lum so
fused with drugs he really became angry. stole and got
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Reformed Drug Users: ‘We Are Going To Make I’

{Costinued From Page 1-8)  “T'll be in third phase after
Tn one such fight at a rowdy ibe New Year That means I'll
party, he wound up with a stab be starting classes at
wound “and my friends just Rowerview,” he sawd with the
threw me out on the porch and assurance of himsell and his
totd me to walt there until after

mrﬂymw“ agmn turning o drugs.
Sull he didn't know they “What rght do I have to
weren't his “friends.” screw mysell TI'm worth

Even Shaun was one of the
gang then. “and we did drugs
together,” they explmned with
some remorse. of

Finally, after the police had
made it clear Tony needed help
for a drug problem, his father,
who owns & small buuness in
Sarasola, took Bim 1o Straight
ip St Petersburg. whore the
program ongmated,

In ¥4 months, he had
advanced to the (hird “phase™
of the program (First phasers
go home with the oldcomers.
second phasérs ¢an go home Lo
their parents and thurd phasers
can go back to school and get a
job Fourth phasers get “davs
off” and filth phasers “gwve
back"™ to the

He enrolled in classes at a SL

high school, jomed

ROTC and the dnil tesm. and
seemed to be doing well That
was last March

But in a matter of weeks his
new friends convinced him he
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“f dadn't feel good out there;
willing to take lm in. it was too hard.” he said of the

Another adult friend gave him had
2 place to stay. and lus parents
had trouble Ending him ootl

August, wanted to be in another world
They got him back imto all the time
Stra and in November the "1 was lonely. depressed and
stalf opened & angry | never at realuty.
mew branch — its first — in It was teo hard "
ta. He got arrested “two or three

(Nearly all the kids saud they
stole from their parents. stores
and even private homes 10 get
drug money).
And hus parents brought him
to Strasght

Most of the kids' stories were
mmular Some were older, some

For Tony and Shaun, the fact
aof their friendship has meant as
much as the expenence of
Strsuzht “A friend 18 1

another 20 wenre quick to
uwp

F3-]

Tony came back to
Sarasta and was glad to do so.
He started hstenmg carefelly
to Shaun and the two of them
worked together (o make each
other stronger
When the newer teens he
knew as “druggies” started

ammmm v st 3 hadbar ides

with his idea of being a leader
and apply for Offirers
Candidote School after gradua-
tlon next winter He wants to be
a morine, “becsuse IU's clean
and 1 thenk it would be a good

bovs do.

She grew up in Venice, of af-
fleent  althuagh divorced
parents. And her brother went
through Straght 3s well a3 a
stepsister (now on the staff)

and two stepbrothers
1 took my first drink at 13.7

+ she begins. It was wine with

aha Pasaide

parents. And her brother went
throwgh Straght as well as a
stepsister (now on the staff)
and two stepbrothers

“] took my first drink st 13.°
she beging. "It was wine with
the famly
Then in junlor high she
started experimenting with pot
and alcohal “with my
grifriends, just to see whal it
was like "

The reasons®

“Oh,a lot of things. 1 would
feel more secure. It was like a
deadener for you wouldn't
have to feel "

By ninth grade she was used
to sneaking out and drinking
and smoking pot. “T'd go out
drinkmng with my boyiriends
because | thought that was the
thing to do.

“Whenever we wenl out it
was to drink or to go 1o a parly
and driok; I dida’t think there
was much more than that, so |
dud it And that's how | became
an alcohohe,” sad the at-
tractive teen-ager.

“] dudn’t ever want to go to a
basketball game or anywhere
by mysell. so 1 would drnk and
then go. | did it around the
people T feit most insecure
with ™
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By 10th grade, she started  Months passed. ond the in-
a evitable bappened agaim; he
drapped her. “] wanted to move
away; that's when 1 started
drinking in the mornings 1 enly
wenl to school about one day a
week.

“] was trying to find anyone
for friends then," she recalled
her desperation. Christmas was
approaching and she worked at
a dress store. She started
cashing checks
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months went

T e

Finally, her father took her
for a long ride “and we were
going to Straight, 1 knew it,
even though they said we were
going to Busch Gardens. I felt
50 guity and sad.™ But maybe
that's what she wanted all
along, some honest to goodness

She got “straght™ all right and
sees with a clear mind exactly
bow she went wrong,

“ a while for me lo
up. (1t looks like after that
rest 15 easy.) I was on my

first two months

kids. They won't have it any

other way.

Michele also learned that it
was fun “to be Hike a kid again™
with the girls in the
and somehow went to that
carlier time when she first got
insecure about her looks and
about popularity and boys.

“We are really strong
friends," she relates. “And we

don't have to fox our hair back. started wanting to be like so-
1f we wanl to be kids and goof meons else

arcund together we do iL And =] siapped seeing what the
my goal is mot to be popular. pesl happiness is”

its bhnpw. She added her parents are
“You know 1 it all pow dear to her: “You wouldn't
started (the drugs) when 1 believe, it's just ke when | was
started 1o look at other people 1 19 again..You know how you
wanted 1o be like; 1 started nol ysed to come home all excited
liking myself because Lhere and talk about bow your day
were other prettier girls. and T was " she Inerally sparkied

open up and
mee
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FREE ORGAN CLASSES
Taught By Jack Metz
starting January 12.

Beginners: Learn 1o read music and play simple tunes.
Not necessary to own an organ. No charge.

Leam 1o use tabs

Registration: improve your styling.
and b il ductions and

-ins,
Contnuous classas. No charge.

2,

structure,
weeks for

Learn more chord
o e

ALL MATERIALS FURNISHED.
PHONE NOW!

2108 Bee Ridoe Road
Sarasota * 924-1204
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drink," she and her ilm;rmﬁnwllln;lhio,nd earlier time when she first got THR S

rmndl-:::'lmw: .Ilhl& as long os I had that and my insecure about h:“lzhud

“They rop me car and makeup | was okay, I about popularity ys.

and woulda't be there to take lmﬂwhﬂhhﬂ:u “We are really strong | 2108 Bee Ridge Road

care of I\&: smoke with me because | would friends,” she relates. “And we | Sarasota ® 524-1204
F

And she
maoaey 1o buy her friends|
thngs. She o drink |
and had to steal from the |
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SALE

30 ROLLS

6.99..

INSTALLED

30 ROLLS

10.99..

INSTALLED
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SPRINGS CARPET BARN

FORMERLY BOB'S CARPET MART
5630 14th STREET WEST (U.S.41)
BRADENTON e 758-7786

She got a boytriend from / .
popular set. All was indeed | | 4 ul‘n
well and they partied, drank |
and drank. “1 dida’t care about mn
my friends: 1 just thought o 1 o
mmnm-u-uumtmi —
ebse” —
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MON SAT 86 FINANCING AVAIL ABLE




Licanesd » Insursd = Bonded
33 vears Expenence * Free Eshmales

SOFFIT & FASCIA
PHONE 485-2123

Installed ALCOA ALUMINIUM

Up to 24~ Overhang — 6~ Fascia (Al Calors Avadablel

NEVER PAINT AGAIN!
For Only *2.70 Por Running Foot
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