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First Lady Visits St. Petersburg
In Her Fight Against Drug Abuse

By D'VERA COHN

ST. PETERSBURG (UPI) — Nancy Reagan, on a two-state
tour of drug programs, told elementary school classes Monday
to “do what you know 1s right” and not just follow thewr
fnends, then held an emotional meeung with sell-described
teenage “drugges.”

In the afternoon, Mrs. Reagan talked with third-, fourth-and
fifth-graders at the Pinellas Park Elementary School mn a
prevenuve program called ALPHA. They greeted her with
songs and gave her a bouquet of flowers

In the evemng, she sat in for several hours on an encounter
group session at Straght lnc. a controversial program for
teenage drug users patterned alter Alcoholics Anonymous.

The group first sang patriotic songs. Then teenager after
teenage~ stood up mn the large cinderblock auditornium -—
decorated with large inspirational signs and an American flag —
to tell stories of drug abuse with substances ranging from co-
caine o insecticide The leenagers, munly white and clean-cut,
described themselves as ™

Mrs. Heagan, wearing @ black Chanel-style suit and a red
blouse, asked (he teens what drugs they started on, whether they

thought drugs were glamourized i1n the movies and whether they
wanted marjuana legalized — lo which the answer was a
resounding no.

“How many of you were high at the dinner table and your
parents didn't know?" asked the first lady

Almost every hand of the several hundred in the room shot up

When she asked what she could do. Mrs Reagan was told,
“Help the country correctly perceive the problem.” She rephed,
“Well, that's what I'm trymng to do”

Teenagers In Siraight, a privately funded program. live with
foster families and spend 12 hours a day in inlensive encounter
groups at the center As they make progress, they gel more
tume off

The program is controversial. and the American Civil Liberties
Union sued Straight s Atlanta branch. saying five leenagers were
being held agawnst thewr will The ACLU 15 holaing off on press-
ing the sul 1n hopes of working out an out of courl agreement 10
name an independent moniloring commitiee

A 1978 Florida attorney general’s office nvestigation found
no evidence of crimunal activity at Straight.
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Ih Reagan lold the parents that their job of rearing children
“i8 probably the most important theng we're given 1o do in our
we
and
“n
be having
lagether
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