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Drug-Treatment
Center Suspends
Area Operation

By MARK ZALOUDER
Herald- Tribaae Reporter

Struggling in a gquicksand bog of problems, officlals
Straight Inc announced Tuesday they are indeflinitely suspend
ing operations of ther Sarasola-Manalee branch.

All 47 clients, ages 14-22, enrolled in the drug-rebabilitath -
program will continue to recelve therapy at Strasght's
Petersburg facility In announcing the temporary mthdrnr..
Executive Director Ball Oliver called for an
the inspector general of the Department of Health and Huh.lh
Hative Services (HRS) into the three-month process Lo resol. -
controversial (asues surrounding the program.

“It Lears my beart out becase iU's the suspension of a drea:
of a lot of people (n the Sarasota area,” Oliver said of Straigh
first major setback in seven years of growth.

“I dudn't gay it was the end of the dream.” be added.

In addition to St Pelersburg and Sarasota. Straight operal:
centers in Allaota, Cincinnati and Alexandria, Va. Oliver g5 -
the group will conlinue paying rent on the Sarasota [actlity
the hope they can “return to this community when the envir:
ment is right *

The 3-year-old local branch ran into trouble last year whi
growing numbers of parents expressed dissausfaction with 10
trealment program's methods. Their complaints coineded wo'
an investigation by 12th Dustrict State Attorney James o
Cardner, who gathered sworn lestimony from tecnage clien
and their parents charging imprisonment, physical abuse av.
health and safety hazards

Gardner turned over his investigation to the regional H¥-
offire, seeking enforcement of applicable state laws since Hic-
licenses and oversecs Strawght’s operatjons.

HRS Dastrect VIIT Adrmumstrator Robert Constanting s

Suspends

(Contloued From Page 1-B)

Since it opened Nov, 2, 1980, Sarasota’s Stralght has graduat-
od 165 youths.

Stralght is regarded by some drug-abuse experis as one of
the most soccessful treatrment in the nstion, &
distincUon that helped (L catch the attention of firet lady Nancy
Reagan, whe visited the SL Petersburg lacility last year.

But recenlly Stratght has had its suare of problems, too. A
federal Jury awarded a lormer client 3220000 after he proved
the St Petersburg and Alezandria (scilities held him sgainst
his will. Although Straight had been sued many times before, il
was the {irst defeat the controversial program suffered.

Oliver predicts adolescent drug abuse is going to be one of
the “key issues” of the 1980s and the barbs thrown at Lhe
program are {ar from over. “We're seving kids as early as 10
and 11 years old who have used everything from glue to pot Lo
hashish Lo amphetamines, . ™

Gardner sard his next step is 1o determine whetker to file
eriminal charges agotnst the program based on Lbe lestimony
he has reccived alleging violation of personal rights. He may
decide against it mnce the program is withdrawing from his
12th Judicial Circuit jurisdiction of Sarasota, Manatee and

DeSolo connties.

If he decides not Lo press charges, Gardmer promised to
release his previously confidential, 300-page transcript of
lestimony taken lrom more than 50 lormer chents, parents and
stall members (0 Lhe preas.

“MNo one outside of my office or HRS knows why 1 was o

concerned,” Gardner saud,
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licenses and oversees Sirawghl's aperations.

HRS Destriet VI Admnistrator Robert Constaniine an
Oliver have worked from April to July to resolve the map-
izsyes, resulling in Straight recetving & temporary license Jun-
20 Both sides sabsequently learned of Gardner's dissatistos
t1en with the final agreement.

Observed Oliver, "We enderstand the duty and responsibilbia.
of the state avorney and HRS o heense and review, and w-
wilcome (hal. Our pasiticn has always been that of coope .
tion I seems, however, that no matter how much we do or hw
much w¢ cooperale we cannmol resolve the wssues o lheo
satsfaction."

“T'm ned delighted or happy they're not going to be operatin.
in thys county. musch hike | would feel sbout a hospu .
leaving " Gardmer told the Herald-Tribune while repe«
ing his concern lor a law-abiding chinic. "All you bave o de
take our Florwda statutes and admmistrative code and you <
| welcome (o operate 1 Sarasota County Thal's my only job,
| soe they follow the law =

Constanline said he was “distressed™ Strauight officlals wos.
make such a sudden move contrary to the progress they h.
achieved, but sad “the substance of the agreement will stas
whether i applies to a Sarasota branch or pot.”

Constantine said ke met with Gardner recently to discuss 1h
siate atiorney’s concerns and swd they could have bee:
resolved through wording changes in Lhe agreement w.i
Straaght Based on several mectings, Constantane sad Strag
was willing to meet all of Gardner's and HHS® guidelmes.

ltestyles “I've got two children who are now productive s
asset 1o society and to themselves But when you've g -
government interfering with Uhings they're nol knowledgeals.
ubout, it's & travesty.”

Added Nichols, who i3 presudent of Straight™s local admins-
Lrative board, “We've got peaple coming here (rom stabes 4
over and they're desperate Unless you're in a sumilar situatim
you can’t enderstand (the program’s valeg).”

See SUSPENDS Page 2.8
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