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Straight Inc. Vows To Follow New Guidelines

By MARK ZALOUDEK
Herald-Tribane Reparter
Straight Inc tolet

any teenage client walk out
the doors of its Sarasota drug
rehabilitation program volun-
tarily in response to mew
guidelines established by the
Fleorida Department of Health
acd Rebabilitative Services.
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Persons above the age of 18
can leave “immediately™ If
they are unkappy with any
stagt of their trestment,
Straight Exscutive Durector
Bill Otiver said Minors will
be releassd Lo thelr parents or
the RS within 24 hours of
heir request.

The immediate release of
adults is more lenient than the
HRS originally requested.

“I thank they're very anx-

lous mow t0 make sure no one

An Alexandria, Va., jury re-
convened recently Lo award
20-year-old Fred Collins Jr., a
former Straight client,
§220,000 in damages alter he
testified he was held captive
in Straight's SL Petersburg
and Alexandria, Va, facilities.

Censtantine of the HRS sald
he expects his agency and
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Straight will have reached 100
peroent agreement within two
weeks on new guidelines
aimed to correcl nomercas
complaints raised aboul the

Sarasota program’s
on Cattlemen Ronad two
apencies are making last-min-

Two moniks ago, Stralght
was handed a list of 13 correc-
tive actinns by (is state licens-
Ing agency aimed o prevent:

& Teens from belng coerced
into enrolling in the voluntary
treatimenl program or pre-
vented from leaving.

lating keslth and fire stand-
ards by bolling doors and win-

& Clients from receiving

The corrective actions or-
dered by the HAS arose (rom
testimony gathered by State
Attorney James A. Gardner
during a year-long investign-
tion imte the rehabilitation
program. Clients, ex-staff

ents and parents
said, it's ln violation of exist-

Adult Education Classes

thon

beging June 17 for adull education classes at

Registra
Sarasota County Vecational-Technical Center.
will be held at the center and room 109 of the Adult Education
Office in Saraseta High School. In South County registration
will be at the Venice Adult Center.

The quarter runs from July § through Sepl. 3. Courses
range from languages W art. Various bigh school credit classes

also will be offered.

pions beiween Straighl amd
HRS and expects tho matter
will be resolved in one week,
Moat of the recommendations
are already in place, he add-
ed, and have been roviewed
with members of his staflf,

survivingstraightinc.com
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