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First Complaint From Sarasota Ex-Client -

Mother Files Suit Against Straight Program

By MARK ZALOUDEK
Herald-Tribune Reporier

A suit filed for a 14-year-old boy charges he was held againet
his will and physically and mentally abused for six months in a
former Sarasota drug rehabilitation program,

The plaintiff, Benson I seeks $1.1 million in dam-
ages against Straight Inc., which temporarily suspended ils
operations on Cattlemen Road In July after three years,
Although the drug rehabilitation m has been the subject
of similar lawsuils elsewhere, is the first ex-client of
the Sarasota branch to file suit,
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Straight Inc. Executive Director Bill Oliver declined to
comment when he learned of the suit from a . “Until 1
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added believes Straleht will be cleared charges
“when the facts are out.” e
Sarasota’s Straight has graduated 145 youths since It opened
Nov. 2, 1980. Officials said all 47 local teens enrolled when the

survivingstraightinc.com

program temporarily suspended operations July 20, amid a
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" untarily transferred to Straight's
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also operates salellite ams in Cincinat
lanta and Alexandriz, Va. ol
Straight was regarded by some experts as one of the most
treatment programs in the nation, a distinction that
helped it catch the attention of First Lady Nancy Reagan, who
visited the St Petérsburg lacility last year,
But recently Straight has had its share of toa.
federal jury awarded a former client §220,000 this sum-
after be proved the St. Pelersburg and Alexandria facil)-
ties beld him against his will,
And In August, iwo Coentral Florida residenis who claimed
they were held against thelr will by Straight's St. Petersburg
facility received out-of-court financial settiements,
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