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FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GEORGE I. BAUMGARTNER
REPRESENTATIVE, IOOTH DISTRICT

13221 N. E. 2IST AVENUE
NORTH MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 33162

TALLAHASSHE

March 12, 1973

«-*£•

COMMITTEES:
APPROPRIATIONS

COMMERCE
FINANCE a TAXATION

Honorable Reubin O'D. Askew
Office of the Governor
State of Florida
Capitol
Tallahassee, Florida 32304

near bovernor:

I have waited a long time to write this letter and have tried
many remedies so as not to have to. You may remember last
July when we met in the corridor of the Capitol and then
went to your office, and we discussed the problems The Seed
Drug Rehabilitation Program was having in obtaining a per-
manent state license from the Office of Drug Abuse, I
followed your advice and met with Damon Holmes that day. I
also met with Ernmett Roberts in September and the staff
members of the evaluation team when they reviewed the evalua-
tion report the latter part of August. Mr. Roberts required
parts of the report dealing with hearsay and criticisms of
Mr. Barker's personality be removed. After many new leaks
(by the department personnel) prior to the reports public
release, Mr. Barker' received a copy of the report several
days after its official release (not per agreement).

The Broward County Seed received its 1972 license from the
Office of Drug Abuse the following October. You woul
this would have been the end of department and local
but not so. The Broward Seed, because of the type of progra
it conducts, was deluged by Dade County parents asking help
for their children, including myself. When Mr. Barker

d think
problems,

plan to moveannounced his
Seed for Dade County children,
acain--both local and state.

nto Dade County with a second
criticism started all ever

Mr. Barker applied to the Office of Drug Abuse for a Dads
County license on November 1A, 1972, and to this date a license
has not been issued—although the 1973 license has been re-
ceived for the Broward ooeration. This seems like an undue
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length of time for an established program. If the state law
was intended to protect the oatients in drug orograms by
licensing them, then the Office of Drug Abuse is a failure.

There have been an average cf six hundred young people, ages
10-28, in the Dade County Seed Program each month for the
months of December, January, February and now March. A
total number of patients to come in the past three and one
half months exceeds 1100. So what is the Office of Drue
Abuse in their licensing procedure doing to protect them
through their long delay in licensing them?

I believe a license should be issued, to The Seed Program in
Dade County immediately, based on its history and performance
in Broward County, provided the facility in Dade County meets
the requirements set forth in state law. The Office of Drug
Abuse has done nothing to prove it should not be allowed to
operate and be properly licensed in Dade County or any other
county in the state.

I am very disappointed in the record established by the Office
of Drug Abuse since its inception; also in the amount of money
requested to operate for the coming year. They appear to be
very weak and ineffective in their operation, and particularly
in their attitude in turning over their legal authority by-
Florida statute to local Health Planning Councils by contract,
who are an advisory committee only.

The drug problem is so great in our Florida school system that
in Dade County alone it is estimated there are sixty thousand
junior and senior high school students who could be classified
as drug experimenters and abusers. The National Institute of
Mental Health report for the entire United States for the
month of October shows the 3roward County Seed to have 951
drug free clients in the program, compared to ten programs in
Dade County with 179 in drug free therapy. The record speaks
for itself.

It is unfortunate that this program is not encouraged by
Office of Drug Abuse to expand its program throughout the
state, instead of having obstacles thrown before it at every

I will arrive in Tallahassee Monday, March 19-th, and request
to meet with you to discuss this problem and to come to some
final solution to the licensing procedure within the Office
of Drug Abuse. I would appreciate being informed of the
appropriate time and place.

Sincixei y ,

GR/i 1
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cc :
J. Noeder, Miami Herald
3. Louria, North Dade Journal
'A'. Cosier, Sun Reporter
T. Bryant, Miami News
D. Schoate, Channel 7
F. Francis, Channel 4
M. Eaton, A. Dias, Channel 10
Ray Starr
Steve Roger , Ci ty D e s k , Miami Herald

Rep. T. Sessums
Sena to r M. Home
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Honorable Reubin O'D. Askew
Office of the Governor
State of Florida . -;, '
Capitol
Tallahassee, Florida 32304 . ;

Dear Governor:

I have waited a lone time to write this letter and have tried
many remedies so as not to have to. You may remember last
July when we met in the corridor of the Capitol and then
went to your office, and we discussed the problems The Seed
Drug Rehabilitation Program was having in obtaining s. ner-
mcncnt state license from tne Uirice of Drug Abuse, I
followed your advice and met with Damon Holmes that day. I
also met with Emrnett Roberts in September and. the staff
members of the evaluation team when they reviewed the evalua-
tion report the latter part of August. ;V'r. Roberts required
parts of the reoort dealing with hearsay and criticisms of
Mr. Barker's oersonaiity be removed. After many new leaks
(by the department personnel) prior to the reports public
release, '.'r. Barker received a copy of the report several
days after its official release (not per agreement).

The Broward County Seed received its 19-72 license from the
Office of Drug Abuse the following October. You would think
this would have been the end of department and local problems.
but not so. The Broward Seed, because of the tyoc- of program
it conducts, was deluged by Dade County parents Asking help
for their children, inciudino myself, '."non '.'r. Barker
announced his plan to move into Dado County with ?• second
Seed for Dade County children, criticism started all over
again—both local and state.

Mr. Barker applied to the Office of Drug Abuse for a Dado
County license on November 1* , 1V72, and to thir, date a licence
has not been is sued --alt'n ouch' the 197.3 license h.-;s been re-
ceived for the Broward .ooeraticn. This seems like an undue
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There have been an average of six hundred young people, ages
10-28, in the Dade County Seed Program each month for the
months of December, January, February and now March. A
total number of patients to come in the past three and one
half months exceeds 1100. So what is 'the Office of Drug
Abuse in their licensing procedure doing to protect them
through their long delay in licensing them?

I believe a license should be issued to The Seed Program in
Dade County immediately, based on its history and performance
in Brov/ard County, provided the facility in Dade County meets
the requirements set forth in state law. The Office of Drug
Abuse has done nothing to prove it should not be allowed to
operate and be properly licensed in Dade County or any other
county in the state.

I am very disappointed in the record established by the Office
of Drug Abuse since its inception; also in the amount of money
requested to operate for the coming year. They appear to be
very weak and ineffective in their operation, and particularly
in their attitude in turning over their legal authority by
Florida
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statute to local Health Planning
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It is unfortunate that this program is not encouraged by the
Office of Drug Abuse to expand its program throughout the
state, instead of having obstacles thrown before it at every
turn.
v.

I will arrive in Tallahassee Monday, March 19th, and request
to meet with you to discuss this problem and to come to some
final solution to the licensinc procedure within the Office
of Drug Abuse. I would appreciate being informed of the
appropriate time and place.

Sincerely,

G3/5.1 Goorco Jau!~,o3rtnor
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cc :
J. Moeder, Miarrd Herald
B. Louria, North Dnde Journal
W. Dosier, Sun P.eoorter
T. Bryant, Miami News
D. Schoate, Channel 7
F. Francis, Channel 4
M.' Eaton, A. Dias, Channel 10
Ray Starr
Steve Roger, City D e s k , Miami Herald

Rep. T. Sessums
Senator M. Home
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FLORIDA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GEORGE I. BAUMGARTNER
REPRESENTATIVE, IOOTH DISTRICT

15i21 N. E. 2i«T AVENUE
NORTH MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 33102

TALLAHASSEE

February 7, 1974

COMMITTEES:
APPROPRIATION*

COMMince
FINANCE » TAXATION

Mr. David Beecher
Governor's Office
The Capitol
Tallahassee, Fla.

Dear Dave:

32304

Enclosed is copy of the Dade delegation report on drug
rehabilitation programs in Dade County and some of their
problems—past and present. I thought this would be of
interest to you.

I checked with Art Barker on the LEAA grant for St.
Petersburg and was informed that the local comprehensive
drug programs in the county were requiring more stringent
regulations than the grant was written for, i.e. the
county is to retain all funds and issue checks on a
voucher system for the disbursement of the monies. Art
advises me that he is seriously considering rejecting
the grant because of the additional conditions and re-
lying solely on community support (non governmental).

No other problems exist to my knowledge.

Thanks again.

Sincerely,

GB/il
Enc.

George Baumgartner
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February 25, 1974

Mr. George I. Bauctgartner
Representative, District 100
15221 Northeast 21 Avenue
,'Jorth Miami Beach, Florida 23162

Dear George:

Thank you very much for sending to roe the
Dade delegation report on drug rehabilitation
programs in Dade County. I read the report with
much interest and have sent a copy of it to Judge
Ryder. I would like to get his thoughts on this
which I will pass on to you.

I am enclosing a copy of a letter from
Art Barker concerning his rejection of Federal
and State funds to operate the corporation.
George, I would appreciate hearing your insights
on this matter.

g I aa» looking forward to getting together
with you soon.

Sincerely,

David R. Beecher
Social Services Advisor

ORB/bC

Enclosure
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