Chinese border town
under Vietnamese guns

Temporary recruiting .office

Lime Kiln

opens

The Maryland Army National Guard temporary recruiting office has
opeaed at Francis Scott Key Mali Recruiters SSG Gregory Hefner
(center) and Pfc Jeffrey Bast (right) show interested passer-by Jim

Brown an M-16 rifle which is part of their exhibit in what was the Fansy
Bakery. Office hours are Thursday-Saturday, 10 ajn, to 9 p.Jm. through
August. (Photo by Nanci Brass)

Equine disease cause, cure remain mystery
HAGERSTOWN. Md. (AP) - The
cause tnd core of an equine disease
which strikes only during warm weather
months continues to elude officials, according to a state veterinarian.
Dr. J.C. Shook said Tuesday that 20
horses, most of them in Montgomery
County, have come down with Potomac
Fever since June. Shook, a veterinarian
with the state Department of

Democratic Women to meet
at Frederick VFW home
The third quarterly meeting of the
United Democratic Women's Clubs of
Maryland Inc. win be held on Thursday,
July 21, at VFW Post 3285 in Frederick.
The executive board meets at 10 a.m.
and the board of governors at 11 a.m.
Luncheon will be served at 12:30 p.m.
Beverly Byron, D-Md. 6th, will be the
luncheon speaker.
Charlotte Johnson, Western Maryland
chairman, her assistants, and club
presidents/representatives from Western Maryland will be honored at the luncheon. All elected officials from Western Maryland will be Introduced.
For more information, contact Charlotte Johnson, Frederick, 663-6085; or
Anne Swain, Gaithersburg, 977-8320.

Agriculture, said extensive studies have
failed to reveal either the cause or the
cure of the malady.

"I wouldn't even want to wager a
guess" as to the cause, said Shook in a
telephone interview from his Annapolis
office. "We are not at this point even
sure it is an infectious disease.'"
He said "the rule rather than the exception" is that one horse in a stable will
develop Potomac Fever while the others
Temain healthy.
Studies of the disease have included a
check for parasites, study of the land on
which the horses which contracted the
disease might have grazed, and
pathalogical studies of the horses which
succumbed to the illness.
"We have not left any stones unturned
that we know of," said Shook.
Last year, 113 horses came down with
Potomac Fever in Maryland, and 28 of
them died, according to Shook. He said
that in the past, the disease has been
fatal in about 25 percent of the reported
cases, and that that appears to be the
trend again this year.
The disease strikes "from approximately the middle of June until the middle of September and then it just disappears like a phantom," said Shook.
'
Shook said all but one of this year's
cases have been in Montgomery County
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hi suburban Washington, D.C. The
other, he said, was reported in Carroll
County in the north central part of the
state.
Shook said a few cases of a similar
equine disease have been reported in
Pennsylvania and Virginia, but that
Potomac Fever appears to be confined
to Maryland.
Shook said the number of cases
reported have increased e^h year since

1979, when Potomac Fever, also known
as Acute Equine Diarrhea Syndrome,
was first diagnosed. But he said there is
no way to predict if that will continue to
be the case.
Potomac Fever is characterized by
diarrhea and a fever. Shook said horses
which contract the disease are treated
intravenously to combat dehydration
which can kill the animal.

3,500 Ib. whale shark beaches itself in Fla.
PENSACOLA, Fla. (AP) — A
3,500-pound whale shark grounded on a
sandbar on Pensacola Beach was pulled
back to deep water after a four-hour
struggle, an official says.
"It's very unusual to have a whale
shark up in here," said Marine Patrol
Lt John LaLander.
Swimmers called the Marine Patrol
on Tuesday to report the 30-foot shark
had beached itself in knee-deep water
and was struggling for freedom because
of the low tide.
"All he could move was his tail,' said
LaLander.

Workers using rope and a boat finally
were able to pull the shark into water 30
feet deep, allowing it to swim away. The
Marine Patrol, Coast Guard and a
members of a marine group took part in
the rescue, LaLander said.
Officials don't know why the shark
beached itself about four miles east of
Pensacola Beach in the Gulf of Mexico,
he said.
Whale sharks can grow up to 65 feet
and generally roam deep waters for
their diet of plankton. The fish generally
are docile and do not endanger swimmers, LaLander said.
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Drug rehabilitation speakers
A mother and her son recently addressed the Francis Scott Key Lions
Club on the drug rehabilitation program conducted by Straight Inc., a
Florida-based organization that has an area chapter in Springfield,
Va. The son, Arnie
, a 20-year-old -who had been a drug abnser
since the sixth grade, told how he was successfully rehabilitated during the eight months he has been in the Straight program. His mother,
Mae
, related her experiences in helping her son overcome his
drug problem and explaining the role parents play in the rehabilitation program. From left are William Grove, Lions program chairman;
Mae
, Arnie
and Eugene Rolls, FSK Lions president.
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Lung Association expands activities
The American Lung Association of
Mid-Maryland is about to launch a third
season of trekking activities. This year's
schedule of hikes has been expanded into five separate treks — one to suit the
taste of every rugged outdoorsman
Four of the Life and Breath Treks will
take place during Columbus Day
weekend (October 8-10). A fifth trek will
be held October 15-17.
Mutual of New York (MONY) will
again set as overall sponsor, donating Tshirts and patches for each trekker. The
Lung Association will provide the food
and transportation Hudson Trail Outfitters will contribute discounts to Life
and Breath trekkers and offer incentive
gift certificates ranging from $15 to $200
The following are brief descriptions of
the five three-day hikes• "Fat Cat and Foxy Lady" Backpack
Trek — 25 miles along the Maryland section of the Appalachian Trail
• Shenandoah Backpack and Canoe
Trek — 32 miles along Veach Gap Trail.
Jeep Trail and the Shenandoah River in
Virginia.

• Harpers r erry Backpack and Canoe
Trek — 30 miles along the Potomac
River near Harpers Ferry and the C i 0
Canal and Appalachian Trail.
_ • Big Blue Big Schloss Backpack
Trek — 30 miles along the Big Blue Trail
& Big Schlcss area from Rt 720 to Rt 55
'recommended for conditioned treksers
onlyj.
• O c t o b e r 15-17 P e n n s v l v a n i a
Backpack Tre* — 28 wiles along the Appalachian Trail ir. Micnaux State Part,
from Amietam Road off of High-aav 16
to Pine Grove Furnace
No esoenence is necessary, but you
should be in relatnely good condition
Equipment can be provided through inexpensive rentals by the Lung Association or group sharing
Registration fee is £15 Group sizes
will be kept to a minimum. Interested
parties are encouraged to inquire as
soon as possible becuase the registration deadline is September 20
Applications and information about
the Life and Breath Treks ma> be obtained QV calling the Lung Association
at 663-4593 or 881-6852
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