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Fred Coll ins, a Virg in ia Tech student w h o w o n a 5220,000 judgment 
ogoinst Straight, a Florida drug treatment p rog ram, said he and his 
family were trying to put the bitterness about the lawsuit behind 
them. 

Family Tries Reuniting 
After Painful Lawsuit 

B L A C K S B U R G (AP) - In Oc
tober 1982, Fred Collins I I I fled a 
drug rehabilitation program by 
tossing a table through a locked 
kitchen window in his own home in a 
fashionable suburban neighborhood 
in Fairfax County. 

His escape shattered his relation
ship with his family like the panes of 
glass in the kitchen window. But this 
week, Collins returned to that house 
in an attempt to put the family 
pieces back together. 

" I 'm going home for Christmas 
for the first time in three years , " the 
22-year-old Virginia Tech student 
said in a recent interview. " I guess 
I've really been accepted back as a 
probationary member of the fami
ly." 

Collins, an industrial engineering 
student, attracted nationwide atten
tion by winning $220,000 in damages 
in a lawsuit against Straight Inc., a 
controversial drug program he said 
held him against his will for more 
than four months in 1982. Collins 
said he did not have a drug problem. 

Last month, the 4th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals upheld the award. 
Straight wants the full court to hear 
the case, and its lawyer said he is 
considering an appeal to the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

Collins' legal challenge put him at 
odds with his parents and brother, 
who support the program. 

Until recently, his parents had 
disowned him, Collins said, and his 

 
 

 
    

   
 
 

 
    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

brother, a high school student who 
has graduated from Straight, ref
used for months to talk to him. 

He said he wasn't welcomed back 
home for months and he began to 
feel like a stranger in his own 
neighborhood. " I t ' s pretty bad going 
by your own house and your dog 
barks at you, " h e said. 

The family rift was intensified 
when his parents cut off financial 
support, he said. Collins was left 
struggling to pay his way through 
college, relying on loans,'gifts and 
part-time jobs. 

Another sore point for his family 
was the intense media attention 
given to the case after he won the 
lawsuit in the spring of 1983, He was 
featured on national TV programs, 
including "60Minu tes" and "20-20." 

But the cold relationship between 
son and parents began thawing a bit 
in the past month, since Collins' 
$220,000 award was upheld on ap
peal. 

Collins said that shortly after that 
legal victory, he called his father 
and asked him if he wanted to try to 
rebuild a family relationship. The 
answer was yes. 

Collins is skeptical that his rela
tionship with his family can ever be 
fully repaired. 

"Too much has transpired to do 
that," he said. " I t 's sad. It's like 
breaking a nice vase. You can put it 
back togetherbut it will never be the 
same." 

Straight, based in St, Petersburg, 
Fla., has won praise nationwide for 
its results in turning teen-agers and 
young adults away from drugs. But 
in court, Collins called the program 
a "cult" that made his life a 
nightmare for several months in 
1982. 

He said he was kept prisoner by 
the program and claimed Straight 
subjected teen-agers and young 
adults to mental and physical abuse. 

Since Collins won the lawsuit. 
Straight has promised to change its 
procedures to allow those over 18 to 
leave the program upon request. 

Today, Collins said, things are go
ing well, but his readjustment to col
lege life has been a long time in 
coming. 

Collins plans to take next year off 
from school'to go to Richmond to 
work as a paramedic to earn enough 
money to continue his education at 
Tech. He is broke, he said. 

Because of the continuing court 
appeals by Straight, Collins does not 
expect to receive his $220,000 award 
for several months. He estimates he 
may get $60,000 after paying his 
lawyers and his taxes. 

And Collins said the money award 
can't really compensate him. 

" I would rather be back to where I 
was two days before I went into 
Straight," he said. "Money is no 
comparison to a family. You can't 
buy back your parents' love." 
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ACLU Pleased with Reforms 
R I C H M O N D (AP) - Officials of 

the American Civil Liberties Union 
say the restructuring of the troubled 
Mecklenburg Correctional Center is 
exactly what they have been asking 
for since 1977, 

The restructuring, announced 
W e d n e s d a y by C o r r e c t i o n s 
Department Director Allyn Sielaff, 
will eliminate the practice of using 
the Boydton area prison to house 
inmates with disciplinary problems. 

The behavior modification pro
gram used to treat the problem in
mates will also be discontinued, 
Sielaff said. 

"It sounds like what we've been 
trying to do for the last seven 
years," said Alvin Bronstein, direc
tor of the A C L U ' s National Prison 
Project. "We're very pleased and 
we will work with them." 

The changes at Mecklenburg, the 
site of a six-man death row escape in 
May and a hostage-taking uprising 
in August, will transform the prison 
into a maximum-security institution 
similar to the State Penitentiary or 
the Powhatan Correctional Center. 

"With the exception of the death 
row unit, inmates will be able to 
participate in the same types of 
programs and activities available at 
the State Penitentiary and the 
Powhatan," Sielaff said. 

Mecklenburg will still house death 
row and a mental health unit and 
provide cell space for detention, 
isolation and protective custody, 
Sielaff said. 

" T h i s is a v e r y p l e a s a n t 
Christmas present," said Chan 
Kendrick, director of the Virginia 
A C L U . " A s I understand the new 
concept, Mecklenburg will be turned 
into a regular maximum-security 
prison, which is fundamentally what 
we have been asking for since 1977. 

"We felt all along Mecklenburg 
was fundamentally flawed in its 
design and concept and never could 
be a viable, workable institution," 
Kendrick said. 

A lawsuit filed by the A C L U ' s Na
tional Pr ison Project in 1981 led to a 
settlement that called for, among 
other things, major changes in the 
"phase program," which was sup
posed to modify problem inmates' 
behavior through discipline, reward 
and punishment. 

The A C L U recently asked a fed

eral judge to re-open the case, 
claiming the state has not complied 
with the settlement and made 
changes specified in the agreement. 

Sielaff said the department will 
conduct a "crash training program" 
to teach the staff about the changes 
in the prison. 

He also said a team of wardens 
and assistant wardens from other 
prisons will review the records of 
inmates, some of whom will be 
transferred to other prisons. Until 
the training program is complete, 
Sielaff said, no new inmates will be 

sent to Mecklenburg. 
Corrections spokesman Jim Jones 

said the department hopes to gel 
Mecklenburg 's population, now 
about 280, down to 187 during the 
training period. 

The troubles at Mecklenburg 
forced the resignation of Sielaff's 
predecessor, Robert Landon, who 
stepped down last month. 

Sielaff took over Dec. 1 and im
mediately announced that he would 
hire 132 more correctional officers, 
among other measures designed to 
improve security. It took less than a 

month before he announced the 
Mecklenburg changes. 

"It is unforunate thai it took over 
seven years to come to this conclu
sion and over three years of active 
litigation," Kendrick said. " B u i it is 
very pleasant to hear and we look 
forward to more changes al 
Mecklenburg that will make the in
stitution a constitutional facility." 

Bronstein said, "You know have a 
director who is pretty experienced 
and a rational human being, and 
they're doing what they should have 
done seven years ago." 

Hospitals Diversify to Survive 
R I C H M O N D (AP) - Hospitals 

are going into businesses ranging 
from parking lots to day care 
centers to provide money that helps 
meet operating costs, officials say. 

The hospitals typically reorganize 
their corporate structures and set up 
holding companies that help sepa
rate their non-profit activities from 
their profit-making ones. 

This is one reflection of how hospi
tals are responding to new kinds of 
pressures and demands, according 
to a recent report issued by the 
Virginia Hospital Association, The 
report is titled, "Planning for the 
F u t u r e : A n E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
Assessment of Virginia's Hospital 
Industry." 

According to the report, some of 
those pressures include: 

• A dramatic turn away from in
patient care to outpatient care. 

That trend is causing some hospi
tals to find other ways of delivering 
health care services as "one source 
of revenue for hospitals in the wake 
of dwindling dollars to maintain the 
system," the report said. Hospitals 
around Virginia, it continued, are 
involved in such developments as 
establishing health maintenance 
organizations, one-day surgery 
centers, urgent-care centers and 
home health-care programs. 

• Increasing competition among 
hospitals, and the alignment of hos
pitals in multihospital systems. 

"Hospitals are increasingly par
ticipating in shared services, merg
ing with larger facilities and signing 
management contracts," according 
to the report. It said that more than 

Bradshaw Leaving SCC 
R I C H M O N D ( A P ) - State Cor

poration Commissioner Junie Brad
shaw, who is leaving the S C C in 
February to join a private law firm, 
says he is looking forward to the ca
reer change. 

"It will be good to be a player 
again after 10 years as an umpire," 
Bradshaw said Wednesday. 

Bradshaw said he will join the 
Richmond law firm of Mays, Valen
tine, Davenport & Moore. 

Handgun Ban Proposed 
R I C H M O N D ( A P ) - Richmond 

should become the first city in the 
state to require handgun registra
tion because "Richmond is No. 1 in 
the state as it relates to murder with 
handguns," city Councilman Henry 
Marsh says. 

Marsh said Wednesday that he 
and fellow Councilman Walter Ken-
ney plan to introduce an ordinance 
next month to limit the ownership of 
handguns and require their regis
tration in the city. 

"We believe it would lead to a 
decrease in the alarming number of 
handguns in the city," Marsh said. 

Marsh cited statistics in the city 
manager's recent crime report that 
handguns were used in 60 percent of 
the murders in Richmond this year. 

Kenney said the proposed ordi
nance is similar to handgun laws in 
Washington, D.C. and Chicago. But 
Kenney did not have any statistics 
that would show whether the ordi
nances there have helped reduce the 
number of murders. 

(Paid Adver t isement ) 

Chiropractic 
for 

HEALTH 
Dr. Brian Sullivan 667-0220 Dr. Jeffrey Thompson 

DOES WORKERS' COMPENSATION COVER CHIROPRACTIC CARE? 
PART II 

A l m o s t all Workers ' Compensat ion laws make provision for 
chiropractic core in treatment of injuries. In fact, studies of Workers' 
Compensat ion statis;tics which compare chiropractic with medical 
ireafmeni oi certain industrial injuries hove proven chiropractic 
treatment to be more effective, less costly, to reduce time lost on the 
job a n d to reduce compensat ion costs , A three year study of bock in
juries, which occured on the job, revealed that chiropractic care 
reduced expense by 50% and time lost by 75% over all other types of 
treatment. Other , equally impressive, studies hove been done in the 
U . S . and in Conodo . 

The most common job-related injuries are back injuries. They oc
cur due to falls, careless lifting, or moving of heavy objects: even 
prolonged poor posture can lead to injury due to exceptional stress 
on certoin muscles ond l igoments. Upper back injuries con affect the 
shoulders and arms creating soreness and pain, whereas injury to 
the lower back ( lumbosocral stroin or sacorilioc) can effect the use of 
the legs , causing extreme pain a n d temporary disability. All bock in-
uries create a great strain on the muscles and l igaments involved: 
lowever, in most coses, chiropractic treatment brings fast relief from 
pain and correction of the back problem. The number of visits to the 
chiropractor is determined by the extent of the back injury and the 
individual patient's response to treatment. 

If you hove a job-related structural injury (heod, neck, bock, 
l imbs, nonds or feet) remember. Workers' Compensation does cover 
chiropractic care. Try chiropractic first. 

WINCHESTER CHIROPRACTIC CENTER P.C. 

Holistic Health Care 
694 Blossom Drive 
Winchester, Virginia22601 
667-0220 

Monday and Wednesday 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
Tuesday and Thursday 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

FridQy8:30a.m. to6p.m. 

half of Virginia's hospital beds are 
now part of multihospital systems, 
including hospital-chain corpora
tions. 

Traditionally, hospitals competed 
for physicians, who admit patients. 
More recently, however, hospitals 
have also been making direct ap
peals to consumers about health 
care services that "involve patient, 
not physician, purchasing deci
sions," the report said. 

In such an atmosphere, hospitals 
are becoming increasingly con
cerned about their images. The 
report said that how hospitals are 
perceived by their public " i s assum
ing a new importance. Progressive 
hospitals are recognizing that the 
explicit management of their image 
is necessary . . . . " 

There are some questions about 

where the marketing emphasis may 
lead, according to the association's 
study. Some suggest, for example, 
thai it could lead to a lessening of 
community responsibility and to 
sales promotion problems. There 
are also questions about patient ac
cess to care, especially in com
munities with large proportions of 
poor and elderly people, "Indeed, 
rationing of services may result," 
the report said. 

New systems for reimbursing 
hospitals that are being adopted by 
Medicare, Medicaid and Blue Cross 
will cause hospital revenues to 
decline, and that "may adversely 
affect some Virginia hospitals," the 
association's report said. "Access to 
capital may well be the most critical 
issue facing the health care industry 
during the decade of the eighties," it 

Principal Accused of Sexual Battery 
I S L E OF WIGHT (AP) - The 

principal of Smithfield Elementary 
School has been charged with two 
felony counts of aggravated sexual 
battery against a 12-year-old male 
pupil, authorities say. 

Thomas P. Hill, 35, was arrested 
in connection with incidents alleged 
to have ccurred Dec. 13 and 14 at the 
school. Deputy C,L. Arney said 
Wednesday. 

County School Superintendent 
Vito J, Morlino said that, under 
school pol icy, Hi l l would be 
suspended without pay if the 
charges are certified. 

"We will wait for the (court) pro
ceedings, and if and when the 
charges are certified, we will lake 
the appropriate steps," he said. 

Hill, who was arrested Dec. 20, 
was released after posting a 810,000 
property bond, Arney said. 

Hill became Smithfield Elemcn-
tary's principal in July 1979 after 
serving as assistant principal al 
Windsor Elementary School in the 
county from 1977 to 1979. 

A preliminary hearing on the 
charges has been scheduled for Jan. 
18 in the county Juvenile and 
Domestic Relations Court. 

WILKINS' SHOECENTER 

MADE IN AMERICA 

Only Bass 
makes Weejuns. 

• Mahogany 
• Black 

Mahogany 
• Black 

MEN'S WEEJUNS 64.99 
The original loafers . . . handsewn construction . . . 
legendary comfort and durability . . . traditional 
styling in 100% leather . . . mode in U.S.A. 

MEN'S SIZES AVAILABLE 
SIZES 6 6% 7 TV, 8 iv. 9 9% 10 10'/i 11 ir/> 1 2 13 14 

A A X X X X X X X X X X 

A X X X X X X X X X X X 

B X X X X X X X X X X X 

C X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

D X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

E X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

EE X X X X X X X X X X X X 

EEE X X X X X X X X X X X 

The above tassel style is not made 
In A A , EE and EEE WIDTHS. 

W I L K I . V S " "VIRGINIA'S LARGEST 
FAMILY SHOE STORE" 

'ENTER,„c cyjalrtij footuuear̂  
7 S. Loudoun St. Mal i "Old Town" Winchester, Va, 

OPEN DAILY 9:30 TO 5:00 - M O N . & FRI. NIGHTS TIL 9 P.M. 

http://survivingstraightinc.com




