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V' Drug abuse

- from 1-B

“The statute is what we go by,”
says Barbara McPherson, an attorney
for the Florida Department of Health
and Rehabilitative Services (HRS),
the state agency responsible for 1i-
censing drug treatment programs such
as Straight. .

“The person has to consent (to

treatment) or be involuntarily com-

mitted (by a court order). You simply
can’t throw a kid into a mental hospi-
“tal.” - : )
But at Straight, which has béen the

focus of allegations that it illegally

detains clients for much of its seven-
year history in Pinellas, officials think
the law is wrong.

“HRS licenses’ Straight,” says
Wharrie, attorney for Charles’ mother,

“But the parents do have rights.” And -

the most basic of them, Wharrie and
Straight officials agree, is the right to
look out for the welfare of their chil-
dren. N '
“How can a parent abduct their

own child?” says William D. Oliver, .

Straight’s executive director. “A par-
ent hasa right to place, detain and re-
strain ‘a -child short of abuse.. ... I
think that’s a principle in the law of
this country. . . .” . S

“PARENTS HAVE theright to

-take an unwilling child to a dentist or

a barbershop or a school or anywhere
else that the parent feels is in the best
interest of the child. *

“The right of a parent to control

the actions of a child is very clearly

vested in the parent, with the excep-
tion of when the parent oversteps that
authority,” says Oliver. “That would
be in the case of abuse, neglect or
abandonment.” = .

Committing a child to a drug
treatment program such as Straight,
says Oliver, ought to be part of that
right.. .

But increasingly, says Mrs.

s

~tected by a provision in the ‘Florida

- drug treatment program.- - A
. “If you have a person who is ad-"

Tequires an unfair burden from the

McPherson, legislators and judges

. have come to recognize the rights of

children as adults. Last February, for
example, a federal judge in New York
stopped the Reagan administration
from carrying out a plan then known-
as the “squeal rule” — a requirement
that federally financed family plan:
ning clinics 'inform the parents of
children who request contraceptives.
- When it 'comes to corifining chil-
dren in mental health and drug abuse
programs, Florida law very clearly

: gives' children the same rights ‘as
adults. The State Legislature could

have changed the law last year, when
it considered a bill, sponsored by’
former State Rep. Bob Melby, that
-would have given parents the right to.

- commit their children to drug pro-

grams. The bill passed in the House
,but fgiled in tl'_le Senate. P

© ““THE LAW recognizes that in

- mental health facilities . . . ever kids -
are entitled to due process rights,”’

- 8ays Mrs, McPherson. “The law, as it’ S

has changed and evolved, allows fun- -~
“damental due process for children.”: \

< Parents with children who abus
drugs, says McPherson, are still pro.
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..+ *Is a child a legal per

. ~treatment for drug abu

TN
» Tesented Charles during
: court fight. “But let’s.
- right. Who’s the one bein

done,” says Oliver. “The’ burden of
proof ought to be on HRS to show that
they have the authority to inte

The Central issue, says Ol
whether children with possi
problems should be treats
courts as legal adults,

says. “A child can’t s
~child can’t join the servic
can’t be mari‘ie_ed."
WHY, HE ASKS
have to give his consent before
“I feel very sorry fc
children with'drug prob!
Sara Rahdert; the

law that give judges the power to’ ert

decide whether to commit a childté a’ -

dicted (to drugs), who is really a ha- -

 bitual user, you can get a court order,”
_says Mrs. McPherson. “And that per-:
. son does not have the right to come .- -

and go. . ... 8o if a person is really a
habitual user and in danger, thereis a
mechanism for . involuntary treat--
ment.” . : o
. The law, says Mrs. McPherson,
tries both )
and protect the civil rights of children.
But the law,  counters Oliver;

parents,

“There’s still the issue of havingto

go to court every time a parent wants ~ *
to.do something the child doesn’t want-

to ‘help troubled' families - - .-
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