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Youth sues mother and
drug treatment program

By WILLIAM NOTTINGHAM
and SUSAN DENLEY
1. Patersburg Timas Statt Writars

TAMPA —~ The 17-yeat-old son of 2
prominent Clearwater attorney filed a fcd-
eral civil rights suit Wednesday ogainst his
nother and a controversinl Pinellas County
drug trentinent program.

Chaiging folse imprisonment, kidnop-
ing, invasion of privocy, assoult and illegal
search, the suit sicms from an 13-hour peri-
od on Sepl. 24 when the youth wos in the
custody of Straight Inc.

THE AGENCY IS a private, nonprof-
it program that receives some federal
funds, I trests youths 12 to 18, Pinellas
County judgea [requently sentence crimi-
nal youth offenders to entoll in the pro-

gram.

Tho suit says David I o of
lawyer Jack I_ wos relessed from
Strnight only after 8 Pinellas County
sherifTs deputy was called to enforce
court order cbtained by his father.

Drug program employees initially
dodged the order, the suit alleges, by spirits

ing the youth awoy {rom the central Pincl- -

1as tzeatment center in a van and assaulling
him “into silenco when he called for help.”
TiE ¥oUNGER NN :\o ol-
legea thet ho was subjected to 3 “strip
?enxch" at Straight and forced into disrob-
ng.

T

Also named as defendants ars ley
Gregg, Mrs. iance (the youth's par-
ents are divorced); James Hara, director of
Straight, and program employee Robin Ger-
mann. “
Hartz declined to comment. Of the ctb-
et defendants, only Mss. a teacher,
could be reached, and she denied each &
the suit's allegutions. 4
She suid she touk her son to Straight be-
cause he was “incorrigible” and *'a schoal
dropout.” 1
%1 visited Straight, and 1 thought,
*Here's o program that can help my son 2
lot,' " she snid. "] wos so im pressed by what
they were doing.” .

SHE CITED what she calls "a Chris-
tian environment” combined with “reality”
theropy ot the program. She compared
it to a "summer comp.” .

“A Iriend since he was 4 years old was in
the propram oand sent me 3 IesSage saying,
*Mrs. _ please get David in Straight,' "
she said. *1f thia is 50 bad by would his
peer try to get him into it?

] thougnt it wos in the best interest of
the child 10 hove him in Straight.”

But she yielded to the court order when
she reatized that she did not have her for-
mer husband's cooperstion.

»Absolutely nothing was doze o him
there,” she said. .

I 153 for on injunction ogainat the
defendants, a jury uinj ard both punitive
and actual damoges.

survivingstraightinc.com





