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State health officials said Friday that a private Pincllas
County drug t r ea tmen t program may have illegally held
some juveni le cl ients against their wilt.

Bui as a result of their continuing investigation into
St ra igh t Inc.^thc officials said the "procedure" in question

""lus been suspended,"
Now paren t s of "unwi l l ing" juveniles must obtain n spe-

cial court order before pulling their children in tha drug
, program.
; Since it opened in 1976, Straight has required only that
1. parents give their consent when enrolling an unwilling
y child. But the law establ ishing the special court actions,
1 known as "involuntary commitment" orders, was passed in
!•' 1972.
» O f f i c i a l s s.Yid the court procedure may mafco it a Utt lo
f . more d i f f i c u l t fi*r unwi l l i ng J u v b n i l n a to bo anroUctd.
f "If a p.irent trios to enroll Q child who is k ick ing and
l screaming and doesn't wani to go (into Straight), they
j can't" wi thmi t the order, said Darbara McPhcrson, an at-

torney with Hie Sliile Depor tment of Health and Rehabili-
tative Services (HRS).

HRS bccan Us investigation earl ier this month after
nccusntions tha t Straight counselors and officials have mis-
treated several clients.

Jainca 12. Her tz , Strnijjht 'f i executive director, has re-

peatedly'denied the charges.
Department oi'ficinls revealed Straight's questionable

enrollment, procedure Fridny in announcing that ihe inves-
tigation has been extended beyond the two-week time peri-
od init ial ly planned.

"Since the newspaper has published that this agency h
conducting an investigation, we have received additional
complaints (about Straight) that hove to be investigated,"
said Robert C. Marshall , the district HHS administrator
for Pincllns and Pascu counties.

Thus far, the investigators have not been able to prove
any nllc^ai ions nf ir.isirciitriionl, Marshal l emphasized.

He encouraged the public to contact HRS if ihcy have
"information" about Straight. (The Pincllas County phone
number is 536-5911.)

"We're not going to thrust forward (hur ry the investiga-
tion) and do n Inusy ;mb1V1Mnr-ihall.6:mLi The investigation
must bo thorough bov-iuH "HftS's credibi l i ty in ihU com-
munity is about sub-zero," he said.

"In no way did the (Straight) board of directors intend
to violate any law," Harlz said. Out of about -100 juveniles
who have entered Stra ight sir.cc it opened in September
197G, "less titan five" were enrolled against their will, he
an id.

Other juveniles have resisted fit first, he said, but
"within a mailer of days the kid stands up in the (therapy)
group and says 'Hey, I'm torry 1 resisted.' "

"Most every kid who corner in that door doesn't wont to
ho in the program," Haid F t . ihard Batchclor , a member of
Straight's layman g o v e r n i n g board.

Straight is a nonprofit , p rogram thai uaos peer pressure
behr.vioral modif icai ion i cchn iqUcs on c l ien ts mostly f rom
12 to 18. al though a few ere older. It relics heav i ly on
pariprofe^sidnal counselors v.ho lack college degrees but
have themselves unde rgone ucatmcr.t for d r u g abuse and
say t hey Imve Lecn curt;! ,

Jnd[;os f roqu i i i i l ly have f i r d c r e ' J d e l i n q u e n t juveniles
into Stra ight as an a l t e r n a i i v e to jul . Many p a r e n t s also
have pra ised the program's t - f f t c i ivcnes i .
S Before parenu car. gel sn " invo lun ta ry commitment"
[order , slate law r o q u i r t s that a jud^e r u l o t ha t the juveni le
"is a h a b i t u a l ( d r u f i ) o l i u s e r . . . (who) has lost the power of

[ s e l f - conu f j l .. . h u 9 t h r e a t e n e d , u t i emptcd , or ac tua l ly
in f l i c ted , p h > 3 i c n l li.Tnn on h i m s e l f Gro lhe ra"or needs med-
icii) t r un l i i i cn l lici 'auM) of dru j (s .

Earlier this m o n l l i in a t e t t e r 10 .James Hf.!!cy, a state
druc-nbuse o f f i c i a l , d i r cc i . i r Haru also said ihra S t r a i g h t
had tnro l lcd a few j u v e n i l e s "wi thou t the execu t ion of a
w r i t t e n consent."

Hullcy said t h a t pmccdi i rc dues r.ot f i l l a t a t e r rqui re-
ments, but attorneys fur I t .e drug pronram may chal lenge
the isv.ie.

Marshal l snid t!»e investi t 'a l inn probnbly wil l continue
for several weeks. D£C 2 4 ^77
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