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State heaith ofiicials said Friday that a private Pinellas
County drog treatment program msy have illegally held
some juvenile clients against their will.

But as a resull of their continuing investigation into
\Elﬁrl'_rhm&‘the officisls said the “procedure™ in question

35 been suspended.”

Now parents of “unwilling” juveniles must obtain n spe-
cinl court order before putting their children in tho drug
program,

Since it opened in 197G, Straight has required only that
parents give their consent when enrolling an unwilling
child. But the law establishing the special court actions,
known s “involuntary comnutment” orders, was passed in
1972,

Officials saidd the court pracedure may make it a littlo
more diffieult for unwilling Juveniles ta ba enrollad,

“If o parent tries to enrcil a child who is kicking and
screaming and doesn't want to po (into Straight), they
con't" without the order, said Barbara McPherson, an at-
torney with the State Department of Health and Rehabili-
tative Services (HRS).

HRS began its investigation earlier this month after

*accusations that Straight counselors and officials have mis-

treated several clients.
Jownes 1. Hartz, Straight’s executive director, has re-

peatedly denied the charges,

Department officiels revealed Straight’s questionable
enrcliment procedure Friday in announcing that the inves-
tigation has been extended heyond the two-week time peri-
od initially planned.

“Since the newspaper has published that this agency is
conducting an investigation, we have reczived additional
complaints {about Straight) that have o be investigated,”
said Robert G. Marshall, the district HRS sdministrator
for Pinellas and Pasco countics.

Thus far, the investizalors have not been able to prove
sny allegations of inistreatrient, Marshall emphasized.

He encouraged the puhlic to contact HRS if they have
“information” about Straight. (The Pinellas County phone
nuinber is 536-5911.)

“We're not going to thrust forward {(hurry the investiga-

“tion) anit do a lousy i‘qb."‘f\lnrah;lll.s:li? The investigation
0

must be thorough botuud “HRS'S erédibility in this com.
munity I8 about sub-zero,” Le said.

“In no way did the (Straight) board of directors intend
to violate any law,” Hartz said. Out of about 400 juveniles
who have entered Straight since it npened in September
19_7dﬁ. “less than five” were enrolled against their will, he
said.

Other juveniles have resistcd at first, he said, but
“within a matter of days the kid stands up in the (Lherapy)
group and says ‘Hey, I'm sorry | zesisted.’

www.survivingstraightinc.com
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“Mast every kid wha comes in that dosr doesn’t want to
be in the program,” soid Richard Batchelor, a member of
Straizhi's layman governing board.

Straignt is 8 nonprofit program that uses peer pressure
behevioral modification techniques on clients mostly from
12 to 18, although a fow ere older. It relies Leavily cn
paraprofessicnal counselors who lack college degrees but
have themselves undergore treatmert for drug abuse and
say they have Laen cureid.

Judges frequently have ardered delinquent juveniles
into Straight as an aiternative to jail. Many parents also
have pratsed the program's effccliveness.

Before parents can get an “involuntary commitmeat”
order, state law requires that a judge rule that the juvenile
“is a habitual {(drug) obuser. .. (wha} kas lost the power of
self-control ... has threatened, auttempted, or actually
infticted, physicat harm on himsclf ot others” or needs med-
ieul trentiaent beeauns of drugs.

Earlier this nonth in a lctter 10 James Helley, 8 state
drug-abuse afficial, directar Hartz also said that Straight
had enrolled a few juverales “without the execution of a
written consent.”

Holley said that pracedure does not fill state require-
ments, bul attorneys for the drug program may chailenge
the issue.

Marshall snid the investigation probably will continue

for scveral weeks. DEC 2 4 ~7?





