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W Straight Ipce~is a drug treatment program in Pinellas

County that. uses peer pressure and behavioral modifica-

tion techniques on juveniles 12 to 18 years old, In recent

months it has been under investigation by state health and
. administrative officials. ® - RS -

By' WILLIAM NOTTINGHAM s o

St. Petersburg Times Staff Writer

Two top officials of Straight Inc. have received glowing
endorsements from the drug program’s governing board,
dégpite the board’s finding that errors have been commit-
ted, i : - : -
Executive Director James E. Hartz “is doing a good
* job,” and Staff Supervisor Helen R. Petermann is “a main-

stay of strength” in the program, a board report states.
* Though the evaluations are overwhelmingly positive,
the report indicates that Hartz has been weak in adminis-

trative areas, and it acknowledges that Mrs. Petermann
once struck an “hysterical and out-of-control” . program

client. : .
The board excuses those criticisms as being minor. -

“WE DO NOT condone that action from Mrs.«;Petei- :
mann, but it is not such a severe infraction that would ‘cre-

ate (her) severance,” Board President Melvin F. Sembler
said last week. - : R
“Helen did not think it was an infraction at the time,”

he said. “These (clients) are people who are on ;q;pgs,/a{{d e

" because of that they are not normal.” " ° [ e = -
Hartz and Mrs, Petermann have been at the core of alle
gations of mismanagment and mistreatment: recently lev

eled by former Straight clients, counselors, board members - -, ATl .
‘ 0y “juvenile clients agains

and parents.

Those allegations have prompted three VStAéte investiga— o

tions into Straight, including an investigation by Pinellas
Pasco State Atty. James ‘T. Russell of possible criminal
misconduct and an investigation into:Straight’s use of .
$50,000 federal grant. The grant recently was suspended
until the investigation is finished. . - .l .

THE BOARD’S REPORT indicates that Hartz

needs a better grasp of financial and administrative

matters. The 29-year-old psychologist has not- dealt with !
“recalcitrant-clients” as well as he has with program par- .

ents.

program’s operation. Straight also has strong support. from .
law enforcement and court officials in Pinellas County.......-
“The (board) feels that some of his methods of imple-—~-

mentation (of board policy) were not successful. However,

he (Hartz) showed the ability to recognize unsuccessful

methods and move in a more positive direction.” :
Hartz also needs help handling Straight’s “public rela-

tions,” Sembler said. So, for the time being, Sembler is act-
ing as program spokesman. “He (Hartz) had some quotes *

(in newspaper articles) that just sort of surprised us.” .

MRS. PETERMANN, the board said, “is admired by _

clients and parents alike. e
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