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The names of many of the drugs would

twist the tongue of a speech therapist, but
the teenagers mouthed them with preci-

shon.

Strange terms like Toluene, Ephedrine,
Payloeyinn, THC and PCP and more com-
mon ones like cocaine, opium, heroin, hash.-
ish, hash oil, pot and aleohol fell from their
lips as easily as if they'd been reciting the

ulphabet.

They said they had used all those drugs,
that they had shot them into their veins,
inhaled them into their lungs, sucked them
up their nostrils. Until they rteJollhrr
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Straight Inc;

they can be very valuable tool.” He empha-
sized that evervone encounters forms of be-
havior modification at his job, in his mar-
ringe and other stages of his life.

Each teenager goes through three phas-
¢s. In the first he is separated from school
and his family Lo live with snother family
that usually has children that have been
through The Seed. A chient is allowed to re-
turn to his home in the second phase of
Siraight. He returns to school in the third
phase considered “critical” by Hartz be-
couse of the temptations there Lo revert to
his old way of life and rejoin his old (riends.
Finally. the teennger is slowly eased out of
the program, but encournged to volunteer
his services to help “newcomers.”

74 Pages

This is the
building
where Straight
Inc. operates.
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conxed, cajoled urlrd into
Strmght Inc., the area’s newest drug pro-
gram.

More than 20 youths confessed kicking
drug habits, some after less than a week in

Strnighl, during an open meeting with their
parents last Monday.

The program :m sound (amiliar to

most area residents. Its behavior modifica.
tion techniques were used by The Sced, the
private drug rehalulitation program that
clowed last October after three stormy years
in St. Petersburg.

In fact, mnnt of Steaight's creators,

hmﬂin:l'd'lmehud.‘gu they ~
A L ay
learned their lesson from the defur~ h-{r::
program and won't make the same mistakes
th-lmmd distrust in The Seed.

“Most of us involved feel that The Seed
did this community a lot of good,” said Dr.
Leon Sellers. the local veterinarian who
founded Straight. “But in order for it to

work we must have community acceptance ,

and involvement.”

“To me the biggest in this com-
munity is our lost youth. The drug problem
may not be as obvious as it was years
ago, but that doesn’t mean it's gone awny,™
he added.
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program n $47,000 grant.
worth of labor was contribuled
('10 members to get the building in shape.

The began sccepung its first
clients o a month ago and now has
mare than 20. They are problem teens from

by AFL-
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Straight's and techniques.
""Fh “ tors did that. What you
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said Carolyn Hensop. a Straight volunteer
whase hter weni the former
program. d!m is for the better, 100
pﬂ cent better.”
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¢ e rap ses-
sions are closed, the building and Hartz's
door is open. Barker, the primary target of
Seed critics, is in mo way connected with
Straight. nccording to Harte,

There are no guards surrounding
Straight now, although Hartz said people
e e

| m grows o its target
of about 200 ts “mainly to give direc-
tions and help parking.”

In another of the significant differences
from The Seed, visitors and the press are
permitted to attend the open meetings —

12 to “ﬁudﬂﬂfﬂﬂﬁ“mw encounter sessions between the teens and
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12 10 18 years old reforred to the progrom
by the Di of Youth Services, Social
and Economic Services or the courts.
Wil sy v asserg der s

am. to 8 p.m. every day
ﬂmlhnuhuhml‘mmiﬂp.u.- i
rigorous tolal of ot least 56 hours each week.

Shopping center developer Mel Semb-
ler, another board member, emphasized,
“It’s not meant to be a country club.”

Hartz sanl what transpires during the

le sessions is "m'n:? cunfiden-
tial.” Visitors are nol permitted unless they
are from state or county ageneies that over-

degree in psychology, the eight paid stall
members who run the groups are “para-
fessionals.” That means they were
inTthLf mh:l&m;:;huu-
perience except for Hartz's tu
“The emphasis here is on kids helping
kids s0 our stafl members are (rom 18 to 20
years old. You don't find many people that

with a degree. Ma muu?mm
nmlc-:% Pmuhm?.lmhr ‘ollege,)"
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encounter sessions between the teens and
their parents held each Monday and Friday
in which the results of the long rap sessions |
burst forth, often in emotional exchanges.




