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- Shopping network telethon
-Plans taped segment by Bushy

By BILL SHELTON "~~~ " mentot n@&-@&'&éﬁmﬁ&‘}’i%}ﬁi& only a
Tribune Business Writer judge or the child himself could authorize commitment
' |

_ = in a drug program. |
ST. PETERSBURG Although president-elect The telethon is scheduled to air - HSN b ols

George Bush won't be honking horns or trying to sell from noon until § p.m. Chri Eve. Officlals with

700 mini-blind dusters, he will get top billing Christmas HSN sai .
, : _ said all donations would be given to the drug reha- |
Eve on Home Shopping Network's first telethon, a fund ethon would be available

; proeram - Pilitation-program; and the tele
—raiser_for.a. controversial-drug-rehabilitation ‘program . a
based in St. Petersburg. to be watched in about 50 rillion homes across the

country. - , |
HSN, a large St. Petersburg broadcasting company “ ! [
____that sells merchandlse_ozeuixe_television._announced_-covegsaf:_:m é‘:ﬁf lﬁ;gx}g&ﬁ?ﬂﬁ_ﬁfgﬁlﬂﬂf and/ |
Wednesday that Bush will appear in a taped segment fit of sm‘ﬁn said Roy M. Speer chlef ex n:;
during a six-hour telethon to benefit Straight Inc., a HSN. “Also, HSN's emp’;oyésp:deu' donate mgme
nationwide get-tough program geared to help young- and élfort."’ ‘ Weal ;
gergug%;;f’?ﬁ ::eu;et':y Mel/sna Betty Senible-of S Speer said in a news release that HSN* chose
Petersburg, is a drug rehabilitation operation that spe- ‘ﬂs);r:i)llgeh!:ls—wi&h—usde wne gmlo high school} mm
—da“zs—m—'igfd”““s? m‘?f"%ﬁmwgmgﬁhﬁedfvew successful treating these. youngsters. [“We plan that |
group counseling sessions that critics often ™ this event will become an annual Chrlstmlas tradition in

|

was‘lllti::e&progmm has been embroiled in controversy (N€ ¥ar on drugs” .. - !
\ '
almost since opening in 1976, often because of criticism SN's network represéntatives will handle pledge

from former counselors and troubled youngsters who calls for the telethon. A toll-free drug crisis line, staffed
have charged that emotional and physical abuse was by Straight personnel, will be avalable to callers for
used in the program. The Semblers could not be Immediate problem counseling, Crisis calls_willcontin-

reached.forcomment  * Cue 'td.b&answemd.m.thn.SL.Pctmbum.StmmnmmJ:
Mel Sembler, a shopping center developer In_St. . when the-telethon goes off the alr at 6 p.m. :
~ Pelersburg. was a Florlda cochairman for Bush’s fi- The Straight Holiday Telethon is belns produced by
nance committee during the president-elect's bid for Ken Yates, president of HSN Entertal ent, a subsid-
the White House. lary of HSN. Yates was producer of the CBS special
_.In October 1888, Straight gained- national- attenticen- -—-“We-Are The Worte-AYear SOOI fud-a-velaran
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whel o-slale “appedls court detérmihed that parents  of broadcast specials for Kenny Rogers, Liooe! Ritchje J
could commit their child to a drug rehabllitation. pro- - and. Rich “Littte. -Yales.xaid President Reagan alao has |-
—.Soam without- the .chiid's - petnitasion or » count order.  been Invited to tape a message for the telethon, but no ]
- Ths case was spurred by a claim from the state Depart. response has been recelved. f b

survivingstraightinc.com





