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—Stmghrhrc. told to close

Virginia treatment center’

By PAT DUNNIGAN

Tribune Staff Writer

CLEARWATER — A Straight
Inc. drug treaiment facility in
Springfield, Va., has been ordered
closed after a series of violations
that include the failure to promptly
report the alleged sexual abuse of a
13-year-old client.

Straight officials shave untjl
March 21 to shut down the program

= Heer requost as formal-heasag of- tho =~
{-decision, according to a ietter’

_Straight officials received Monday. .
from the Virginia Depariment of
Mental Health, Mental Retardation

| and Substance Abuse Services.

Straight Inc., which is headquar-
tered in St. Petersburg, has eight
chapters across the United States.

The organization has been the

’ movlng toward- & crescendﬁ"*'
t

menta}-health department, said the -
decision to close that facility came .
after a recent review uncovered 76 .
violations of state license require- .
ments. iess than a year since it nar-:
rowly avoided losing its ll}:ense by -
agreeing to undertake refo ‘

-“They. have a history of prob—l
lems with us in terms of licensure,” .
she said. “'It_seems to have been

= Yin“Detember, sta onlitors :
found inadequate health récords of
employees-and-clients, Inédequatc .
fire safety procedures and a lack of ’
any educational program ror school-
aged  children undergolng drug -
treatment, she sald. ! :

Virginia officlals say{Stralght

waited almost a month to report the . i

alleged sexual abuse of al 13-year- .

subject-of numerous complaintsand
lawsuits — locally and in other
states — stemming from the pro-
gram’'s controversial treatment
practices. Pinellas County jurors
awarded $721,000 in November to a
former Straight client in St. Peters-
burg who alleged she was abused
and held agalnst her will.
Jacqueline Ennis, an assistant
commissioner - with the Virginia

old boy in the program by a 19-
year-old client. l d

Straight officials could not be

reached for comment Tu&‘day

The program also falled to meet
the terms of the agreemenhreachcd .
last July when state omcials asked
Straight to report steps tal(?n to en- .
sure that past violatlons did not re-

'cur Ennis said. [

survivingstraightinc.com





