ST. PETERSBURG (UPI) — The' " . “Di
state has ordered a .controversial
drug-treatment group to stop forcing
teen-agers into treatment or rlsk los- .
ing its license,. according to’ pub-
lished reports Friday.

The St. PetersbuigTimes. said-
Friday a Department of Health and
Rehabilitative Services investigation
had found Straight Inc. in violation
of state laws and its own “corrective ",
action plan” developed. last year.

HRS officials said Straight held
~ young people . against their will,”

coerced or -tricked. them into con-
senting to treatment, failed to report
child abuse and did not provide ade- : c‘ N
quate supervision and medu:al treat-
ment to clients, the newspaper said.

:“Williams D. Oliver;, executive d1— |
“ rector-of Straight, said the program:: 7 '

holds ¢hildren against théir will'only 'k
when they. have been ordered ipto;
the program by a judge or while
waiting' for - thelr parents to plck
them up.

:.He said many of the HRS allega
tions were inaccurate and. were P!
based on reporis of unreliable wit-" .
nesses. HRS based its report in part
on interviews with more than 100
Straight employees and clients.

http://survivingstraightinc.com





